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Ahora bien, dho el Cura, traedmty senor hUsped, aquesM 
librosy que los guiero ver. Que me place, reipondiS el, y en- 
frando, en su aposento, sac6 del una maletilh vieja cerrada 
con una cadeniUa, y abriSndola, haU6 en ella tres lihros grandet 
y unos papeles de muy buena letra escritos de mano«*-^DoN 
Qaixars^ Part I. iCapit^o.39s . ^ • ^ - ] ; ■' 


A ^ 


It is mighty well^ said the j>riest ; pray^ landlord^ bring me 
those books^ for I ki;v« a Inisd 4o (^'Wm. With all my 
hearty answered the host; and, going to his chamber, he 
brought out a little old doke-bag, with a padlock and chain to 
it, and openiiig it, he tookoorth^ee large voliinies, aiid some 
manuscript papers written in a fine character. — Jaryis's 
TraTulatunu 
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Hear, Lando* Cakes and blither SootSy 
Frae MaideDkirk to Jonny Groats', 
If tliere*8 a hole in a* your coals, 

I nde ye tent it, 
A duel's amang yoa takin' notes. 

An' faith hell pient iL 
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CHAPTER L 

l^U warrant that fellow from drowning, were the ship no 
ctKMiger diaa a immInIL— IV Temp€$t» 

BcTiiEft fdt neitber £itigue ikm: want of 
rGfreshineDty although from the mode ia 
which he had 9peid; the flight he might well 
have been overcome wkh either* Bat ia 
the earneirtiieaB with which he hutcaed to 
jkhe assistance of Ihe sister of Jeanie Deaiu^ 
he fi)rgot botb» 

In his first progress he walked willi so 
rapid « {lace as alodost appfoadied to ron^^ 
4111^, w^en he was surprised to hear be* 
hind him a call upon his nane^ osstteodim 
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mth an asthmatic cough* and half-drowiK 
ed araid the resounding trot of an High* 
land poney. He looked behind, and 
saw the Laird of Dumbiedikes making af- 
ter him with what speed he might, for it 
happened fortunately for the Laird's pur- 
pose of conversing with Jiutier^ that his own 
road homeward was for about two hundred 
yards the same with that which led by the 
nearest way to the city. Butler stopped 
when he heard himself thus summoned, io^ 
terhally wishing no ..good to the panting 
equestrian who thus retarded his journey. 
^Ub ! ub ! uh !'' ejaculated Dumbiedikes, 
as he checked the hobbling pace of thd 
poney by our friend Butler. •* Uh ! uh ! 
it's a hard-set willyard beast this 6^ mine.^' 
fie had in fact just overtaken the object of 
his chase at ibe very point beyond tvbich 
it would have been absolutely impossible 
for faiiH to have continued the pursuit, since 
there Butler's road parted from that leading 
to Dumbiedikes, and no means of influence 
oc ccunpubiQn which; the rider could possi^ 
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XAy have u^ed towards his Bucephalus could 
have indaced the Celtic obstinacy of Rory 
Bean (such was the poney's name,) to have 
diverged a yard from the path that co&« 
ducted him to his own paddock. 

Even when he had recovered from- the 
shortness of breath occasioned by a trot 
much more rapid than Rory or he were 
accustomed to» the high purpose of Dumb» 
iedifces seemed to stick as it were in his 
throat and: impede his utterance^ so tbkt 
Butler stood for nearly three minutes ere 
he. could utter a syllable ji and when he did 
fynA vcuce, it was only to say, atlet one or 
two efibrts, " Uh ! uh ! uhm ! I say,' Mr- 
Mr Butler, it's a braiw day fof the ha'rsti'* 

•* Fine day, indeed," said Butlen •• 1 
^ish you good morning, sir>'^ 
. ** Stay— stay a bitv'' rejoined Dnmfaie* 
dikes ;. << tlxat was no what I had gotten to 
say/' 

** The!) pray be quiclc,. and let ttie have 
ytfur commands,'" rejoined Butler; " X 


9, / ljy.£S.DFMrXAinMLC»iXi. 

cra^ve yoiir parddo^^ but I am in bastei slwH 

Diimbiedikes did not know liie pfoverb^ 
flw did lie ewn take tbe trouUe to endear 
vour to look as if he did, as others in hisp 
place mijght have done. He -wzw concen* 
trailing all bis intellects for one grand po^ 
position, and could not afibcd aiiy^ detadij» 
adent to defend ontpcmts, 
• «< I say» Un Butter,'' said be^ '' ken ye if 
Mv Saddltetree^ a great lawj«v ?^ 

^ f bam nor- person^s wopd htitrhMMi 
^im^r'* answend Btxtlei? dnljr^ << btit^unu 
ieubtedfy be best nndbrstaads bis owir qMN^ 
Mes." 

"^ Umpb V^ replied ^be taciturn DunMB^ 
dikes^ i» a-tone which seenied tO' ssiy, f* 'Mr 
Butler^ I take your meaning^'' *< In tbaf 
ease,'* he pursued, ^* I^il employ my ain 
ntisin o' business^ Nichel Vlovit (auld Nickdr# 
son, and amaist as gleg as his father) td 
i^edf Effie's plea*?' 

And having fhua displayed mwe sagacity. 
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Aaa &jtltt expeeted from him, he couiw 
teoudy touched bis gcrfil Jaced cotked ha^ ; 
and by a puodi oa the ribs, conveyed to 
Rory Bda«, it was bis rider's pleasure that ' 
be should forthwith proceed homewards ; 
». hkit which the quadruped obeyed with 
l2uit degree ^alacrity,, with whieb menand' 
animals ifiterpvet and'obey suggestions that 
entirely correspond with their own indina- 
tions* 

Bu^r resumed^ his* pac^ not wttiiont a 
momentary rewvat of thitt jealousy, which * 
libe honest Laird's^ attention tj» the family o€' 

__ # 

Deans, had at different times excited in bis^ 
bosom. But he was too- generous long * 
to nurse any feeliiig, which was alUed^ 
ta selfishness. " He is,^' said Butler tej 
himself; ^* rieh in wbail want ; why sbonid ' 
I- feel vexed that be has the lieart to dedi- * 
eate some of his pelf to render them ser^ - 
vices, which 1 can only form the empty ' 
^isb of executing ? In God's name, let us ' 
tmik do what we can. May. she be but ^ 
happy !^-saved from the misery and dis*^' 
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grace that seems iiopemliDg— Let me biH$» 
find tl)^ means of preventing the fearfuli 
experiment of this evening, and farewell txy 
other thoughts, though ipy heart- string& 
break in parting with them," 

He redoubled his pa^e, and soon stood* 
before the door of the Tolbooth, or rather 
before the entrance where the door bad for-, 
merly been placed. His interview with, the: 
mysterious stranger, the message to Jeatiie, 
his agitating conversation with her on the 
subject of bceaking o£f their mutual eng{^« 
ments, and the interesting scene with old 
Deans, had so entirely occupied his mind 
as to drown even recollection of the.t^agi* 
cal event which he had witnessed the pre- 

* 

ceding evening. His attentioii was not re- 
called toit by the groupes who. stood scat-, 
tered on^the street in conversation, which, 
they hushed when strangers approached,^ 
or by the bustling search of the agents of. 
the city police, supported by small parties, 
of the military, or by the appearance of the^ 
GuardrHoiise,. before whipU were tjebk- 
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sestinelsy , or, fumlly, by the subdued and 
iotimidated. looks of the loiv^r orders of 
society, who, conscious that, they were lia- 
ble to suspicion^ if they were not guilty of 
accession to a riot likdly to be strictly eh. 
^k*ed into, glided about with au humble 
and dismayed aspect, like men whose spirits 
being exhausted in the revel and the dan- 
gers of a d^perate debauch over night, 
are nerve-sliaken, timorous, and unenter. 
prising on the succeeding day. 

None of these sy mptooos of alarm and 
trepidation struck Butler, whose mind was 
occupied with a different, and to him still 
more interesting subject, until he istood be* 
fore the entrance to the prison, and* saw it 
defended by a double file of grenadiers, in 
stead of bolts and bars. Their << Stand, stand," . 
tlie blackened appearance of the door4ess 
gate-way, and.tbe winding stair^case and' 
apa]:tments of Uie Xolbooth, now open to 
tl;ie public eye, recalled the whole proceed- 
ings of the eventful night* Upon his-se-^ 
qUQKting. to speak.witbEffie Deans, the 

A 2 


MfBoe tall, tiiiiiy mlver-haired tarnkejr, wtnini 
be had sera on the preceding ereniiig, made 
bki appearafice. 

<^ I think,^ he replied to Btatler'a request 

of admission, wkb true Scottisb indireet* 

ness^ *^ ye will be the same lad that was fot 

Id to see her yestreen ?" 

• Butter admitted he was the same person^ 

^* And 1 am thinking,** punwied (h&tum^ 
key, ^* that ye speered at me when welocfe* 
ed up, and if we hieked i^ earlier on* ao^. 
eount of B^teocw?^ 

^ Very lik^ I might make seme sucb 
obsermtion/' said BMler ; ^ but the queiK 
tion now is, can I see Effie Ilean^ f^ 

*^ I dinna ken — gang in bye, and up the 
turnpike sfeair, and torn till the waid on^ 
the laft hand*" 

The did manlbllowed close behind him^. 
^ih bis keys in his lnind> not forgetting 
oven that huge one which had once opoRp* 
ed and diQt the outward gate of his domri^ 
nioosy thougb at present it was buf tfn idBe 
aad U0dl«ss- buxtben* l^o soooof bad BM^ 




tat entered the roow to wfaiofa he ww ^ 
rected, tiuud the experienced band of the 
werd^ selected the proper key and locked, 
it on the outside. Atirst Butler conceiN; 
ved this maaceuvfe was only an eAct of 
tiie man's habitual and official caution and 
jealousy* But when he heard the hoaiae: 
command, *< Turn out the guard,'' and ioK 
mediately afterwards heard the cladi of a 
centinel's arms, as he was posted at the 
dolir of his apartment, he again called out 
to the turnkey, ** My good friend^ I hne 
busifte»3 c^ soaae consequence with Effie 
Deans, and I beg to see hw as 909a as pos^ 
siUe/' No answer was returned. ^' If it 
be against youf rules to admit me^'^ repeat;^ 
ed Butler, in a stili louder tone^ ^' to see> 
tiie prisoner, I beg you will tell me so»' and 
let' me go abooC my bu8ine8S.-~l^^g«^ irre» 
^^cabSh-temprnf r muttered he to himselC . 
^ If ye had business to do, you suld hae 
dune it before ye cam here^" ceplted the 
man <^keys from ^e outside ;r '* ye'U fiodt 
it's easier wunnin in than wunnin out hf le 
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—there's sma' likelihood o* anothei: Por^ 
teous-mob coming to rabble us, agaii)r-«<'t^eT 
law will baud her aia now, neighbour^ and* 
that ye'U find toyour cost."^ 

« What do you mean by that, sir ?** re- 
torted Butler. ^ You mu6t mistake me fpr^ 
some other person. My name is Reuben^ 
Bufler, preacher of the gospel." > 

** I keatbat weel eneugh,'^-said the turn*, 
key. 

*' Well then, if you know nae, Ihave a. 
right to know from you in return, what war- 
rant you have for detaining me; that, I' 
know, is the right of every British subject*"^ 

<* Warrant ?" said the jailor — " the war-, 
rant's awa to libberton wi' twa she^riff of*: 
ficers seeking ye. If ye bad staid at ha(ne» . 
as honest men should do, ye w^d bae seen 
the warrant ; but if ye come to be incar?. 
ce^ated of your ain accord, wj;)a caiQ help^ 
it, my jo?" 

" So I cannot see Effie Deans, thcii,*' 
said Butler ; <« and you are determined 
not to let me out ?" 
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^ Troth will I no, neighbour/' answered, 
the old man, doggedly ; << as for Effie Deans, , 
yo'U bae eneugh ado to mind your ain bu-« 
sinessy and let ber mind hers ^ and for let- 
ting ye out, that maun be as the magis* 
trate will determine. And fare ye wetl for 
a.bit, for I maun see Deacon Sawyers put 
op aoe or t wa o' the doors that your quiet 
folk broke down yesternight, Mr Butler.'' 

There was something in this exquisitely, 
provoking, but there was also something, 
darkly alarming.: To be imprisoned,, even ; 
on a false accusation, has something in it . 
disagteoable and menacing even to men of. 
more constitutional courage than Butler 
bad to boasti for although he had much of 
that' resolution wJuch adses from a sense of 

• 

duty and an honourable desire to discharge 
itf. yet. as^ his imagination was lively, and^ 
his frame o£ body delicate, he was far from^ 
possessing that cool insensibility to danger, 
which' is the happy portion of men. of 
stronger health, more firm nerves, and lesa 
acute sensibility. Aq indistmct idea of dan- . 
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ger^ ^kfb he €wAd ndtiier underi^nd nor^ 
ward oil; seemed to float^ before h^ ejeai 
He tried to think oVer the events of thepf^ 
ceding night, in hopes of dtscevering soine 
nream of earp)atn$ng or vindicating hh con«- 
dnct for appearing among the mob, since* ' 
i<^ immedBately oceurred to him that hiade- 
tention must be founded on that circum^ 
stance. And it was witb anxiety that he 
^nd be could not recollect to hs^w been^ 
under the- observation of any ^f^interested ' 
witness in the attempts that- he nmie firom^ 
tttne to time to expostulMe witb the rioters^ 
and to prevail- on them to release him. TTie^ 
dlstressof Dean«*dfamilyt t^edangerousren-*^^ 
dei;vott9 whiefa Jeanie had fbrmed^ and whieh^ 
be couH not now hopeto mterrupt, had- 
also tfaetr share in^ his unpleasant refle ctfonsi ' 
IPet impatient as^he was^to>receive an eclaiiw 
eissement upon the cause o( hia confitie^ 
xncBt, and if posnble t&> obtain hia liberty^ 
he' was af&ct6d with a trepidation which 
seemed no {good omen r when, aft^ i'^^^^" 
kig an hour in thta solftfHry apar tinent^ h#^ 


reeeived a sunmioiiff t(^ attend the aitting 
inagistn^. He was conducted £ron pvi^ 
ami* ali i mgly goarded bf a party of soldien,. 
with a parade of precaution, thati^ bow«' 
erer ilKtiaied and unneeeisaiyy ia gene* 
niljr displayed ^^ev" an event, wMchy if; 
used in time, such pvecaiitton^ nugkt ImveH 
pvai^eflcaci*- 

He Wis intradoeed into the CouociB 
€ha»ber, aathe place is called where the» 
Aagiatnfee» hold theiv sktiiigBi and wbicb* 
waa^tften at a little distance' ftam tbeprk' 
soni^ One i3t two of the senators of tbo^ 
ci^wera present, and seemed about to ea-^ 
gage in tiie exaimnotton c^ an individual 
wlK^waa bMUght forward to the tbotof tbe^ 
long green^-eovured table roundi wliieh the-^ 
eemeil nsnaV^if assembled. <^ Is-that the} 
pieaeher?^ said one of the n isgiitga t es». aar 
the (^ oflfeep in^ attendance^ intioda^ed; 
Batler. Ifieman answered in the affirmant 
tlvei ^ Let bfoi sit down (Acerer for an. to*: 
atast^; we> will inttb tUa matfs hnain^wBrt 
tery briefly .•* 
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^ Shall we remove Mr Butler F' queried 
the assistant 

«< It is not, necessary — ^Let him remaia- 
where he is.'* 

' Butler accordingly sate down on a bench 
at the bottom of the apartment^ attended - 
by. one of his keepers.. 

It was a large room, partially and imper«. 
fectly lighted, but by chance, or the skill of 
the architect, who might happen to remem-. 
ber.the advantage which might occasionally, 
be derived from such an arrangement, ona- 
window was so placed as to throw a strongs 
light at^ the foot of the table at which prK 
soneins were usually posted for examination^ . 
while the upper end, where the examinants^ 
sate, was thrown into shadow. Butler's 
ey^ were instantly fixed oa the person^, 
whose exAtAination was at present proceed* 
ing, in the idea that? he mights recognize 
some one of Uie conspirators of the former; 
night* But though the featuj^s of this* 
man were sufficiently marked and striking, 
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he could not recollect that ever he had 
seen them, before. 

The. complexion of this.person waadank, 
and his age somewhat advanced. He wore 
hiaown hair, combed smooth do wd» and cut 
very short* It was jet black, slightly curled 
by nature, and already mottled with gray. 
Xhe mjan^ face ei^pressed rather knavery 
than vice, more a disposition, to sharpness, 
cunning, and roguery, than the traces of 
stormy and indulged passions. His sharp, 
qaiok . black eyes, acute fesltures, ready 
sardonic smile, promptitude, and effronte- 
ry, gave him altogether what is cs^lled 
among the vulgar a knowing look, whicli.. 
g^n^caUy implies a tendency to knavery. 
At a fair or market, you could not for a 
moment have doubted that he was a hor«e- 
jockey» intimate with all the tricks of his 
tj;ade; yet had you. met him on a moor, 
y^u would not. have apprehended any vio^ 
lence from him. His dress was also that 
o| a horse*deatler«r-*a close buttoned jpckey* 
QOat, or wrap-rascal, as it was then termed^^ 


utith huge metal batloBs^ couse bloe upper ^ 
stockings^ called boot-bose^ becmise soppljEi* ' 
log the place of boots, and a slouched hat. 
He wanted a loaded whip under his ann, 
and a spur upon one heel, to complete the 
dress of the character he seemed to repre-^' 
sept; 

'<^ Your name is Jamet Ratcliflft*?^ sai^ 
the magistrate. 
- ^ Ay— ^ilwayS'Wi' your honour's leave.? 

^ That is to say, you could find me an* 
other name, if I d&d not like that ane 7* 

^ Twenty to pick and cbuse uponi ak 
ways with your honouf^s^ leave/' resumed 
the respondent. 

** But James Rateliffe is your present^' 
luime ?*~what is your trade f* . 

** I eanna just say, distincdy, that I hav#*' 
what ye wad ca* preceesely a trade.*' 
' ^ But.*^ repeated the ms^tstrate, «* what* 
are your means of living--<-yOttr occupa^' 
film?' 

^ Hout tout— your honour, wi* your' 
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\mf% ^t^ tfantas mmA m^L do,;^ wtflM 
the examined* 

<^ Nofm»llar» I Mmt ta hear ^mi^ describe 
i^** aiid the exaiiiiiiaflit» 

*/ Me deecribe B— and to yourboaoar ?-— i 
far be it from Jemmie RatdiS^'' lespaiided 
tiie prisoner* 

*« Coiiie^ ttr^ no trifling— »l insist on ao 
amwes." 

'^ Weel, sir,'' replied the dedaiMt, <' I 
maun make a clean famsfe^ fm ye ae^ (id': 
J0iia leave) I aaa: hxdciiig lor &voae««*D6- 
taibe sngr occnpationt q^ yeF?*— ^otli'ifc 
will be ill to do that, in afisasible waji^ inr 
aplsitt: like tih»«-btit what isft sigtixL that 
the aught command says r* 

^ lliou shalt not steal," answered the 
HSUiifrn<fte> 

<< Are ye sure e^ that i-^TratK theOr ny^ 
oawpatkiji,. and that oommaod, are aair-at 
«Ads»Jbr I read, it, thou, shdt steals and 
that makes, an < unco difference, thongk 
^here's but a wee bit word left out"^ 

«' To cut the matter short, Katcliffet you 
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have hbtxx a most notorious tbief,^ |^id the 
examinant. 

^ I believe Uighhinds and Lowhinds ken 
that, sir, forbye England and Holland^"' 
wpliad Ratclifie, with the greatest compo- 
sure and effrontery.. 

** And what d'ye think the end o'- youi> 
ealiing will ht ?-" said the magistrate. * . 

**. I could have gi'en a brave guess yes^^ 
terd£^ — but I dinna ken.aae \veel theday,*^ 
answered the prisoner. 

<< And what would yqu have said wonld 
have been your end, had you been asked 
the question yesterday V . 

<< Just the gallows/' replied Ratcli^r 
with the same composure. 

^' You are a daring rascal, sir,V said the 
magistrate ; ^^ and how dare you hope titQes^ 
we mended with you to- day ?' 

*< Dear, your honour," answered Rlt- 
cliffe, ^' there's muckle. difference ^between 

« 

lying m prison under sentence of death, 
and staying there of ane'&ain proper accord^ 
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when it would have cost a man naething 
to gtt up and rin awa — ^wbat was to hin- 
der fide from stepping out quietly, when the 
rabble walked awa' wi' Jock Porteous yes« 
treen ? — and does your honour reiAly think 
I staid on .purpose to be hanged ^^" 

*^ I do not know what you may have 
proposed to yourself; biitl know," said the 
magistrate, ** what the law proposes for 
yoti, and that is to hang you next Wednes- 
day eight days." 

*« Na, na, your honour,'' said RatcltiFe 
firmly, " craving your honour's pardon, TH 
•ne'er believe that tiH ^ see it. I have 
kenn'd the J^aw this mony a year, and 
4nony a thrawart job I hae had wi' her first 
and last ; but the auld jaud is no sae ill as 
that comes to — I aye fand her bark Waur 
than her bite," 

" And if you do not expect the gallows, 
to which you are condemned, (for the fourth 
time to niy knowledge) may I beg the &* 
yjDur to know/' said the magistrate^ ^^ what 
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it is thnt yon do spectrin oonaideiMiiM 'o£ 
your not liaving token yosar td^t with iAie 
rest of thejiui-btrds^ which I witt mAmik «M 
a line of conduct little to hive beeft ex^ 
pected ?•• 

<^ I wbiild never have'lhongfatibr anow 
ment of staying in that auld gousty toom 
house,^' answered Aatd^fe^ ^* bat Ifaat use 
and wont had jost gi'eo me a fancy to the 
place, and f m just ^cpeoting a bit |NMit 
itft."* 

' ^< A post !*' exdaiined 1^ magiatrate ; 
t* a whif^ing^post, I suppose, you nvean ?^ 

^* Na, na, sir, I had nae thoughts o^ a 
whuppm-post. After having been four 
times doomed to hang by the neckiill I was 
diead, I think- 1 am fitr beyond being whup>* 

pit*' 
f ^Theh, in Heaven's name, what ifiio? ywi 

expect r 

: << Just 'the post of under4imikey, for I 

understand there's a vacancy^'* said the prif> 

sMer ; V I wndna tiunk of askhig the lecfe> 


>^ 
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mmtky^ • place ower hk head ; it wadoa Mit 
me sae weel as ither folk, for I nevar could 
jpit a beast out o* the way, jniidi len deal 
.wi*.aiaan/' 

<< That^ somelfatng in your firroiri*,^ mi 
tb« magistnitet making exactly the infei^ 
ienoe to which Ratdiffe was desirous to lead 
hin^ though he mantled his art with an af« 
fectation of oddity. ^< But,'' contimied the 
jMgistsatey ^ bow do yon think you can be 
trusted with a ohaige in the prisooi when 


* MoHgrnamf mq valU^ from Iha i«isll quantity of 
aiS8l(Scottice> loci) which he wsb entitled to take out 
of every boll exposed to market in the city. In Edin- 
burgh the duty has been very long commuted ; but in 
Domfries the finiaher of the law still exercises^ or did 
iaidy eKereife, Us prMfeget liie quantity taken being 
regnlatad byawnatt inn ki41e» nthith lie utea aa the 
neaaure of hia perquisite. The -expression lock for^a 
amall quantity of any readily divisible dry substance, aa 
com, mealy ^tax, or the like, is still preserved, not only 
popularly, tmt in ii legal flescription, as the lock and 
ff0li!pffl»5or siaaHq^sBihy aodhaodAil^ psysbla in Ibir* 
Iilge csasat aa ittptoirB midtire. 
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you have broken at your own hand half the 
jaUs in Scotland P'^ 

« Wi' your hoTOufsieave,^ said RatcliiSa, 
«« if I kenn'd sae weel how to wun out my- 
seU it^s like I wad be a' the better a hand 
to keep other folks in, I think they wad 
ken their business weel that held me in 
when I wanted to be out, or wan bat wlien 
I wanted to baud them-in*^ 

The remark seemed to strike the magis- 
trate^ but he made no further immediate 
reijurk, only desired Ratclifie to be remo- 
ved. 

When this daring, and yet sly free-booler 
was out of hearing, the magistrate asked the 
city-clerk, " what he thought of the fello^v^s 
assurance?" 

' <* It's no for me to say, sir," replied the 
clerk } " but if James Ratclifie be inclined 
to turn to good, there is not a man e'er 
came within the ports of the burgh 'coul4 
be of sae muckle use to the good town , ii| 
the thief and lock-up line of business; lit 
speak to Mr Sharpillaw about him,' 


/»* ..J 
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Upon Hatciiffe's retreat^ Butler was pla- 
ced at the table for examination. The ma- 
gistrate conducted his enquiry civilly, but 
yet in a manner which gave him to under, 
^tand that he laboured under strong suspi- 
cion. With a frankness which at once be- 
came his calling and character, Buder avo w- 
'^liis involuntary presence at the murder of 
PorteouSy and, at the request of the magis* 
4iate, entered into a minute detail of the 
4:irc«imstances which attended that unhap- 
py affidn AH the paiticulars, isuch as we 
have narrated, were taken minutely down 
tiy the clerk from Butler's dictation* 

When the narrative was concluded the 
cross examination commenced, which it is 
•a painful task even for the most candid 
witness to undergo, since a story, especial- 
iy if connected with agitating and alarm- 
ing incid^its, can scarce be so olearly and 
^distinctly told, but that some ambiguity 
and doubt may be thrown upon it by a 
string of successive and' minute interroga- 
tories. 

VOL, II. B 
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The magistrate commenced, by obser- 
. ving) that Butler had said his object was to 
return to the village of Libbertoni but that 
he was interrupted by the mob at the West- 
Port. " Is the West-Port your usual way 
of leaving town when you go to Libber- 
ton ?" said the magistrate with a sneer. 

«* No, certainly/' answered Butler, with 
the haste pf a man anxious to vindicate 
the accuracy of bis evidence ; *^ but I chan- 
, ced to be nearer that port than any other, 
and the hour of shutting the gates was on 
the point of striking." 

^vThat was unlucky," said the magistrate 
drily. ** Pray, being, as you say, under 
coercion and fear of the lawless multitude, 
and compelled to accompany them through 
jscenes disagreeable to all men of humanity, 
and more especially irreconcileable to the 
profession of a minister, did you not ajt- 
teinpt to struggle, resist, Or escape from 
their violence ?'• 

Butler replied, ^< that their numbers pre- 
vented him from attempting resistance, and 
their vigilaflke from effecting his ^ciq[>et^ 


t» 
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<^ That was unludcy/' again repeated 
the magistratCf in, the flame dry inacquies- 
cent tone of voice and manner. He pro- 
ceeded with decency and politeness, but 
with a stiflbess which argued his con- 
tinued suspicion, to ask many questions 
concerning the behaviour of the mob, the 
manners and dress of the ringleaders ; and 
when he conceived that the caution of But- 
Jer, if he was deceiving him, must be lulled 
asleep, the magistrate suddenly and artful- 
ly returned to former parts of his declara- 
tion, and required a new recapitulation of 
the circumstances, to the minutest and 
most trivial point which attended each part 
of the melancholy scene. No confusion 
or contradiction, however, occurred, that 
could countenance the suspicion which he 
seemed to have adopted against Botler. 
At length the train of his interrogatories 
reached Madge Wildfire, at whose name 
the magistrate and town-clerk exchanged 
significant glances. If the fate of the Good 
Town had d^ieaded on her caro^ magfs- 
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trate's knowing the features and dress'oF 
this personage, his enquiries could not have 
been more, particular. But Butler could 
say almost nothing of this person's features, 
which were disguised apparently with red 
paint and soot, like an Indian going to bat- 
tle, besides the projecting shade of a curch 
or.cotf, which muffled the hair of the sup* 
posed female. He declared that he thought 
he could not know this Madge Wildfire, if 
placed before him in a different dress, but 
that he believed he might recognize her 
voice* 

The magistrate requested him agidn to 
state by what gate he left the city. • 

*« By the Cowgate-Port," replied Butlefc 

f^ Was Jthat the nearest road to Libber- 
ton?* 

. f < No," answered Buder, with embarrass- 
ment } ^< but it was the nearest way to ex* 
tricate myself from the mob." 

The clerk and magistrate again ex- 
dwnged glances. 
-«< Is the CowgateJ^drt a nearer way ta 
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lifobectOQ from the Graasmarket, than 
BriitoJPort ?'* 

<< No;' replied Butler ; '< hut I had to 
visit a friepd." 

*♦ Indeed ?" said the interrogator—" Yqu 
were in a hurry' to tell the sight yau had 
witnessed, I suppose f ... 

<< Indeed I wais not," replied Butler; 
<^ nor did I speak on the subject the whole 
time I Was at Saint JLeonard's Crags. 

'* Which road did you take to Saint 
Leonard's Crags ?" 

*« By the foot of Sali$hury Crags,** was. 
the reply. , 

" Indeed ? — ^you seem partial to circui- 
tous routes/' again said the : niagistr&te. 
** Whom did you see after you left the 
city?" 

One by one he obtained a descriptiqn 
of every one of the gi;oups who had pass- 
ed Butler, as already noticed, their num- 
ber, demeanour, and appearance; and, 
at length, came to the circumstance of the. 
mysterious stranger in the King's Park. 
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Oa this subject Butler would fain have re- 
mained silent. But the magistrate had no 
sooner got a slight hint concieming the in- 
cident, than he seemed bent to possess 
himself of the most minute particulars. 

« Look ye, Mr Butler," said he, •* you 
are a young man, and bear an excellent 
character; so much I will my self testify in 
your favour. But we are aware there has 
been, at times, a sort of bastard and fiery zeal 
in some of your order, and those, men irre- 
proachable in other points, which has led 
them into doing and countenancing great ir- 
regularities, by which the jpeace of the coun- 
try is liable to be shaken. — I will deal plainly 
with you. I am not at all satisfied with this 
story, of your setting out again and again 
to seek your dwelling by two several roads, 
which were both circuitous. And, to be 
frank, no cme whom we have examined on 
this unhappy afiair could trace in your ap- 
pearance any thing like your acting under 
compulsion. Moreover, the waiters at the 
Cowgate-Port observed something like the 
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trepidation of guHt in your conduct, and 
declare that you were the first to command 
them to open the gate, in a tone of autho* 
rity, as if still presiding over the guards 
and outposts of the rabblei who had be- 
sieged them the whole night" 

*« God forgive them V said Butler j •* I 
dhly asked free passive for myself; they 
must have much misunderstood, if they did 
riot wilfully misrepresent me." 

♦« Well, Mr Butler,^'^ resumed the magis- 
trate, *' I am inclined to judge the best 
and hope the best, as I am sure I wish the 
best ; but you must be frank with me, if 
you wish to secure my good opinion, and 
lessen the risk of inconvenience to your- 
self. You have allowed you saw another 
individual in your passage through the 
King's Park to Saint Leonard's Crags— I 
must know every word which passed be- 
twixt you." 

Thus closely pressed, Butler, who had no 
reason for concealing what passed at that 
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m^iing^ unless because Jeanie Deans wa&. 
concerned in it, thought it best to tell the 
whole truth from beginning to end. : 

** Do you suppose," said the magistrate, . 
pausing, <^ that the young woman will ac«^ 
cept an invitation so mysterious ?' 

*' I fear she will," replied Butler. 

«* Why do you use the word Jear it,** 
said the magistrate. 

•' Because I am apprehensive for hei ; 
safety, in meetiug,,at such alime and place, 
one who had somethingof themannerof a; 
despeiado, and whose message was of a. 
character so inexplicable." 

** Her safety shall be cared for,** said the 
magistrate. •* Mr Butler, I am concerned. 
I cannot immediately discharge you from 
confinement, but I hope you will not be 
long detained. — Remove Mr Butler, and. 
let him be provided with decent accommo- 
dation in all respects." 

He was conducted back to the prison 
accordingly; but, in the food o^ered to. 
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him, as well as in the apartment in which 
he was lodged, the recommendation of the 
magistrate was strictly attended to. 


• I 
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CHAPTER II. 

Daik aod eerie was the night. 

And lonely was the way, 
As Janet, wP her green mantell. 

To Milea' . Cross she did gae. 

OldJMlatL 

Leavimg Butler to all the uncomfortable 
thoughts attached to his new situation^ 
among which the most predominant was 
his feeling that he was, by, his confinement, 
deprived of all possibility of assisting the 
family at Saint Leonard's in their greatest 
need, we return to Jeanie Deans, who had 
seen him depart, without an opportunity of 
further explanation, in all that agony of 
mind with which the female heart bids 
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adieu to the comj^licated sensations so well 
described by Coleridge,— 

Hopes^ and fears that kindle hepci 
An undistinguiBhable throngs 

And gentle wishes long subdued-— 
Subdued and cherishM long* 

It is not the firmest heart (and Jeanie, 
under her russet rokelay, had one that 
would not have disgraced Cato's daughter,) 
that can most easily bid adieu to these soft 
and minted emotions. She wept for a few 
minutes bitterly, and without attempting to 
refrain from this indulgencie of passion* But 
a. moment's recollection induced her to 
eheck herself fdr a grief selfish and proper 
t6 her own afie(^tions, while her fether and 
sister were plunged into such deep and ir- 
retrievable affliction* She drew from her 
pocket the letter which had been that 
mdrning flung into her apartment through 
an open window, and the contents of which 
were as singular as the expression Mras via- 
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I©0.t and energetic. *• If she would save a 
human being from the most damning guilt« 
and all its desperate consequences, — if she 
desired the life and honour of her sister to 
be saved from the bloody fangs of an un- 
just law,— if she desired not to forfeit peace 
of mind here, and happiness hereafter," such 
was the frantic style of the conjuration, '^she 
wai^ entreated to give a sure, secret, asui 
soUtary meeting to the writer. She alone 
could rescue him," so ran the letter, " andl 
he only could.rescoe her." He was in such 
circumstances, . the billet farther informed 
heri^ that an alteippt >to bring any witiiesa 
of their eonferenc/s, or even to mention to 
her father, or any x>their person whatsoever^ 
the lett^ which requeifted it, would inevir 
tably prevent Jts taking place^ and insure 
the destruction of her sister. Xhe letter con- 
duded with incoherent, but violent prot^t- 
actions, that in obeying this summons she 
had nothing tQ fear, p.efsonally. 

The mesjsage delivered to her by Butler 
from the stranger in the Park tallied exactly 
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with the contents of the letter, but assigned 
a later hour and a different place of meet- 
ii^. Apparently the writer of the letter 
bad been compelled to let Butler so far into 
his coqfidencej for the sake of announcing 
this change to Jeanie* She was more than 
once on the point of producing the billeti 
in vindication of herself from her lover's 
half-hinted suspicions. But there is some- 
thiqg in stooping to justification which the 
prid^ of innocence does not at all times 
willingly submit to, besides that the threats 
conl^ned in the letter, in case of her be* 
t^iiyiBg Uie secret, hung heavy on her heart. 
It is probable, however^ that had they re- 
msiined longer together, she might have ta* 
keo the (resolution to submit the whole 
matter to Butler,.and be guided by him as 
to the line of conduct which she should 
adopt. And when, by the sudden inter* 
rt^twn of their conference, she lost the op- 
portunity of doittg so, she felt as if she had 
been unjust to a friedd, whose advice might 
havs been highl;^ useful* and whose attach- 
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meat deserved her full and unreserved con^ 
fidence. 

To have recourse to her father upon this 
occasion, she considered as highly iropru«- 
dent. There was no possibility of oonjeC'^ 
taring in what light the matter might strike 
old David, whose manner of acting and 
thinking in extraordinary circumstances 
depended upon feelings and principles pe« 
culiar to himself, and the operation of 
which could not be calculated upon evea 
by those best acquainted with him. To 
have requested some female friend to have 
accompanied her to the place of render 
vous, would perhaps have been the most 
eligible expedient j but the threats of the 
writer, that betraying his secret would pre« 
vent their meeting (on which her sister^s 
safety was i^id to dependi) from taking 
place at all, would have deterred her fron^ 
making such a confidence, even had sihe 
known a person in whom she thought 
it could with safety have been reposed. 
But she knew none such. Their acquaint* 
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mice with the cottagers in the vicinity had 
been very slight, and limited to little trifling 
acts of good neigbourhood. Jeanie knew 
Utde of them, and what she knew did not 
greatiy incline her to trust any of them. 
They were of the order of loquacious good- 
humoured gossips usually found in their si- 
tuation of life ; and their conversation had 
at all times few chaf ms for a young woman» 
to whom nature and the circumstance of n 
s^tary life had given a depth of thought 
and force of character superior to the fii- 
vdous part of her sex, whether in high or 
low degree. 

Left alene and separated ftom all earthly 
eounsel, she had recourse to a friend and ad- 
viser, whose ear is open to the cry of the poor- 
est and most afflictedof his people* Sheknelt» 
and prayed with fervent sincerity, that God 
would please to direct her what course to 
follow in her arduous and distressing situa- 
tion. It was the belief olf the time and sect 
to which she belonged^ that special answers 
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to prayer, differing little in their character 
from divine inspiration^ were, as they ex- 
pressed it, ^^ borne in upon thdr minds" in 
answer to their earnest petitions in a crisis 
of difficulty. Without entering into an ab- 
struse point of divinity, one thing is plain ; 
namely, that the person who lays open his 
doubts and distresses in prayer, with feel- 
ing and sincerity, must necessarily, in the 
act of doing so, purify his mind from the 
dross of worldly passions and interests, and 
bring it into that state, when the resolutions 
adopted are likely to be selected rather 
from a sense of duty, than from any infe- 
rior motive* Jeanie arose from her devo* 
tions, with her heart, fortified to endure a& 
fliction, and encouraged to face difficulties. 
^< I will meet with this unhappy man,** 
she said to herself—^' unhappy he must be> 
mice I doubt he has been the cause of poor 
Effie's misfortune — but I will meet himy.be 
it for good or ilL My mind shall never 
cast up to me, that, for fear of what might 
be said or done to me, I left that un- 
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done that might even yet be the rescue of 
her.'' • 

With a mind greatly composed since the 
adoption of this resolution, she went to at- 
tend her father. The old man, firm in the 
principles of his youth, did not, in outward 
appearance at least, permit a thought of 
his family distress to interfere with the 
stoical reserve of his countenance and man- 
ners. He even chid his daughter for ha- 
ving neglected, in the distress of the morn- 
ing, some trifling domestic duties which 
fell under her department. 

" Why, what meaneth this, Jeanie 7' said 
the old roan — '* The brown fbur*year- 
auid's milk is not seiled yet, nor the bowies 
put up on the bink. If ye neglect your 
warldly duties in the day of affliction, 
what confidence have I that ye mind the 
greater matters that concern salvation? God 
knows, our bowies, and our pipkins, and 
our df^ps o* milk, and cnir bits o' breads 
are nearer and dearer to us than the bread 
of Ufi?.'* 
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Jeanie^ not onple^sed to hear her father's 
thoughts thus expand themselves beyond 
the sphere of his immediate distress, obey- 
ed him 9 and proceeded to put her house* 
hold matters in order ; while old l>avid 
moved from place to place about his ordir 
nary employments, scarce shewing, unless 
by a nervous iftipaiience at refraining long 
stationary, an occ8s»dnal convulsive sigh» 
or twijikle of the eye-lid, that he was la* 
bouring under the yoke of such bitter a& 
fliction. 

o 

The hour of noon came on, and the fa* 
ther and child sat down to their homely 
repast. In his petition for a blessing on 
the meal, the poor old man added to his 
supplication, a prayer that the bread eateni 
in bitterness, and the waters of Merahi 
might be made as nourishing as those 
which had been poured forth from a full 
cup and a plentiful basket and store ; aqd 
having concluded his benediction^ and. re^ 
sumed the bonnet which he had laid ** re- 
verently aside," he proceeded to exhort hia 
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ibughter to eat, not by example indeed, 
but at least by precept 

<* The man after God's own heart,'' he 
raid, ^ washed and au<»nted himself, and 
did eat bread, in order to express his sub* 
mission under a dispensatkm of suffering, 
and it did not become a Chrntian man or 
woman so €o cling to creature-comforts of 
Wife or baims,** — (here the words became; 
too great, as it were, for his utterance)^—- 
<* as $0 Cotgei the first duty^-submission to 
the Divine will." ' 

To add force to his precept, he took a 
morsel on his plate, but nature proved too 
strong even for the powerful feelings with, 
which he endeavoured to bridleit. Ashamed, 
of his weakness, he started up, and ran out 
of the house, with haste very unlike tho 
deliberation of his usual movements. In 
less than five minutes he returned, having 
successfully struggled to recover his usual 
composure of mind and countenance,, and 
affected to colour over hif^ late retreat, 
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by niutjtering that he thought be heard th6 
** young staig loose in the byre." 

He did not agdn trust himself with the 
subject of his former conversation^ aud his 
daughter was glad to s6e that he seemed to 
avoid further discourse on that agitating 
topic* The hours glided on» as on they 
must and do pass, whether wing'ed with joy 
or laden with affliction. The sun set beyottd 
the dusky eminence of the Castle, and the 
screen of western hilis/ and the close of 
evening summoned David Deans ^nd his 
daughter to the family duty of the evening. 
It came bitttrly upon Jeanie's recollection, 
bow often, when the hour of worship ap- 
proached, she used to watch the lengthen- 
ing shadows, and look out from the door of 
the house, to see if she could spy her sister's 
return homeward. Alas ! this idle and 
thoughtless waste of time, to what evils 
had it not finally led ? and was she altogCr 
tber guiltless, who, noticing £flSe's turn to. 
idle and light society, had not called in her 
lather's authority to restrain her ?— -But I 
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flt^ed for the. best, she again raflected, and 
i^ho could have expected such a flood of 
evil, from one gram of human kaveo^ 4n a 
disposition so kind, and candid, and ge* 
serous ? 

As they sate down to the ^< exercise/' as 
it is called, a chair happened accidentally 
to stand in the place which Effie usually 
occupied* David Deans saw his da«^« 
tor's eyes swim in . tears as .they were direct- 
ed towards thisobgect, and.'pusheditawle, 
with aigesture of some impatieiibe, as^if de« 
AnmBto destroy every mraiorial of earthly 
interest when about to address the Deity* 
The portion of Scripture was. read, the 
psalm was sung, the prayw was made ; and 
it was remarkable that, in discharging, these 
duties, the old man avoided all passages 
and expressions, of which scripture affords 
to many, <ihat mi^t be considered as. ap- 
plicable tovhis. own domestic misfortunes* 
In doing so it was perhaps his intention 
to.spare/the feelings ?of his daughter, as 
well as to maintain, in outward show at 
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least, that stoical ^pearance of patient en* 
durance of all the evil which earth could 
bring, which wai^ in his opinion^ 
to the character of one m^o rated all earth* 
Ij things at their own just estimate of no« 
thingness. When he had finished the duty 
of the evening, he came up to lur daughter, 
wished her good-ni^t, and, having done 
so, continued to hold her by the hands for 
half a minute ; then drawings her towalrds 
him, kissed her forehead, and ejaculated, 
^ The God of Israel bless you^ even with 
the blessings of the promise, my djaaar batmr 
It was not either in the nature or bdbita 
of David Deans to seem a fond father ; 
nor was he often known to expemooe, or 
at least to evince, that fullness of the heart 
which seeks to expand itself in toider ex* 
pressions or caresses evento those who were 
dearest to him. Cki the contrary, he iKsed 
to censure this as a degree of weakness in 
several of his neighbours, and partieukriy 
in poor widow Butler. It followed, how** 
ever, from the rarity of such emotions in 
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this self-denie4 aad reserve man, that his 
children attached to occasional marks of his 
affection and approbation a degree of high 
interest and solemnity ; well considering 
them as evidences of feelings which were 
only expressed when they became too in- 
tense for suppression or concealment 

With deep . emotion, therefore, did he 
bestow, and his daughter recdve, this be- 
nediction and paternal caress* <^ And you, 
my^ear father^" exclaimed Jeanie, when the 
door had closed upon the venerable old man, 
** may you have purchased and [promised 
blessings multiplied upon yoii — upon yim^ 
who walk in this world as though you Were 
not of the world, and hold all that it can 
give or take away but as the mufges that 
the 8un<bUnk brings out, and the evening 
wind sweeps away !'' 

She BOW made preparation for her night* 
walk. Her father slept to another part of 
the dweUing, and, regular ia all his habits, 
seldom or never left his apartment when he 
had betaken himself to H for. the evening. 
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It was therefore easy for her to leave the 
house unobserved, so soon as the time ap<- 
proached at which she was to keep her ap- 
pointment But the step she was about to 
take had difficulties and terrors in her own 
eyes, though she had no reason to appre- 
hend her father's interference. Her Kfe 
had been spent in the quiet, uniform, and 
regular seclusion g^ their peaoefid and 
monotonous household. The very hour 
which some damsels of the present day, as 
well of her own as of higher degree, would 
consider as the natural period of c<Hnmen- 
diig an evening of pleasure, brought, in her 
opinion, awe and solemnity in it ^ and the 
resolution she had taken had a strange, 

« 

daring, a»d adventurous character^ to which 
she could hardly reconcile herself when the 
moment approached for putting it into ex- 
ecution. Her hands trembled as she snood- 
ed her fm hair beneath the ribband, « then 
the only ornament or x^over which young 
unmarried women wore on thtir head, and 
as she adjusted the scarlet tartm screen or 
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muffle}: made. of plaid» which the SeoMMi 
women wore, much in the fashion oi the 
black 8ilk veils still a part of female drcM 
|a' the Netherlands. A sense . of . im{iro« 
piety as well as of danger pressed upon 
her as she Jiftcd the latch of her paternal 
mansion, to .leave it on so wild an ezpedi* 
tion, and at so late an hour, unprotected 
and without the knowledge JofJier natural 
guardiaD* ': r :\ ;. 

: Wheli.fthe foUnd Herself abroad and in 
the c^n fields, additional subjects/of ap- 
{)rehenaion crowded upon. her. The dim 
diffii and scattered rocks, iatenq^etBod.witb 
i;reea swards Ihroi^h wMch ste ]^s4 .to 
pass to the place of apppinftment, ai thfiy 
gtimmekied before her in a dev autumn 
night, recalled to her, memory many a.deed 
.Df vidence, which, according to traditioi^ 
^d. been done an4 suffered amo^g thenf« 
In earlier days they had been the hamt 
fof robbers and assMstns^ the memory of 
iWihose. crimes are preserved- in the vacKwa 
-f^fets wj3u«h the CQunqil of thfecity/.aitfi 

VOL* !!• C 
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civen the parliament of Scotland, had passM 
ed for dispersing their bands, and insuring 
safety to the lieges, so near the precincts 
of the city. The names of these criminals, 
and ef their atrocities, were still remember** 
ed in traditions of the scattered cottages 
and the neighbouring suburb. In latter 
times, as we have already noticed, the se- 
questered and broken character of the 
ground rendered it a fit theatre for duel* 
and rencotttres among the fiery youth of the 
petlad. Two or three of these incidents, all 
sanguinary, and one of them fatal in its 
termination, had happened since Deans 
came to live at Saint Leonard's. His daugh- 
ter's recollections, therefore, were of blood 
and horror as &4ie pursued the small scarce- 
tracked solitary path, every step of which 
^conveyed her to a greater distance from 
<help, and deeper into tt^ ominous seclu- 
sion of these unhallowed precincts. 

i^9 the moon began to peer forth on the 
fU>fXkt 'with a doubtful, flitting, and solemn 
^^t| Jeanie^ apprehensions took another 
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turn, too peculiar to her rank and country 
to remain unnoticed* But to trace its ori« 
gin will require another chapten 


1 


1. 


318 TALES OF MY LANDLORB* 


CHAPTER III. 

The spirit I have seen 


Biajr be the devU. And tiie devil has power 
To asBuiDe a pleasing shape. 

WicHTCBAtT and dasmoBology, as we 
have had already occasion to remark, were 
at this period believed in by almost all 
ranks, but more especially among the 
stricter classes of presbyterians, whose go- 
vernment, when at the head of the state, 
had been much sullied by their eager- 
ness to enquire into, and persecute these 
imaginary crimes. Now, in this point of 
view also. Saint Leonard's Crags and the 
adjacent Chase were a dreaded and ill-re- 
puted district Not only had witches held 
their meetings there, but even of very 
late years the entliusiast, or impostor, men- 
tioned in Baxter's World of Spirits, had, 
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iwmig the recesses of these romantic diffi^ 
fbund hm way into the hidden retreats 
where the fiuries revel in the bowels of the 
earth* 

. With all thede legends Jeanie Deans was- 
too well acquainted) to escape that ittfmg 
ifnpression which they usually make on 
the ima^nation* Indeed, relations of this 
ghostly kind had been familiar to her from 
her iiifancy, for they were the only relief 
which her fatter's conversation afforded 
frjOm controversial arguinent, or the gloomy 
history of the strivings and testimonies, 
ciscqpes, captureSf tortuies, and executions 
of those jDoartyrs of the covenant,, with 
iirhom it was his chiefest boast to say he 
had been acquainted. In the recesses of 

mountains, in caverns, and in morasses, to 

• 

i^faich these persecuted enthusiasts were so 
ruthlessly pursued, they conceived they 
I^ad often to contend with the visible as- 
saults of the Enemy of Mankind, as in the 
dties, and in the cultivated fields, they 
were exposed to thdse of the tyrannical go- 
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vernment and their soldiery. Such were 
the terrors which made one of their gifted 
seers exclaitn, when his companion return- 
ed to him, after having left him alone in a 
haiinted cavern in Sorn in Galloway, <* It 
is hard living in this world — ^incarnate de- 
vils above the earth, and devils under the 
earth ! Satan has been here since ye went 
away, but I have dismissed him by resist^, 
ance; we will be no more troubled with 
liim this night.'* David Deans believed 
this, and many other such ghostly encoun* 
ters and victories, on the faith of the An-» 
sars, or auxiliaries of the banished prophets. 
This event was beyond David's remem- 
brance. But he used to tell with great awe^ 
yet not without a feeling of proud superior- 
ity to his auditors, how he himself had been 
present at a field-meeting at Crochmadct 
when the duty of the day was interrupted 
by the apparition of a tall black man, whot 
in the act of crossing a ford to join the 
congregation, Ipst ground, and was carried 
down apparently by the force of the stream* 
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All were instantly at i^ork to assist him; 
but with so little suctiesB, that ten or twelve 
stout men, who had hold of the rope which 
they had cast in to his aid, were rather in 
danger to be dragged into the stream, and 
lose their own lives, than likely to save that 
of the supposed perishing man. ^< But fa« 
mous John Semple of Carsphairnr' David 
Deans used to say with exultaticm^ ** saw 
the whaup in the rape,—* Quit the rope/ 
he cried to us, (for I that was bat a callant 
had a hand o' the rape my sell ;) ' it is thfe 
Great Enemy; he will biirn, but not drown} 
his design is to disturb the good wark, bjr 
raising wonder and confusion in your minds; 
to put off from your spirits all that ye hae 
heard and felt/— Sae we let go the ifape/^ 
said David, ** and he went adown the water 
screeching and buUering like a BuUof Ba«i 
shan, as he is ca'd in scripture." * 

Trained in these and similar legends, it 
was no wonder that Jeanie began to feel 
an ilLdefined apprehension, not merely of 
the phantoms which might beset her way, 
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hat 'of Hie quality, imture, and paipme df 
the bong who had Utaa ajpponiAed her a 
meeting, at a phice and hour of ho£r0r, and 
at a time whem her mind must be necessa* 
rily full of those tempting and ensnaring 
thoughts of grief and despaii^ which were 
supposed to. lay sjiflEerets particularly open 
to the tempta|tion» of the Evil One*. If 
suobau' idea had crossed even.Butler'a welk 
Informed mind» k was calculated to make 
a much: stronger impression upon her^s^ 
Yet firmly believing the possibUity of an 
encounter so terrible to &sh and blood, 
Jeapie, with a d^ree of resolution of which 
we cannot sufficiently estimate the merit, 
because the incredulity of the agehas ren« 
d^ed us strangers to the nature and extent 
of her feelings, persevered in her determi- 
nation not to omit an opportunity of doing 
something towards saving her sister, alf 
though in' the attempt to avail herself of it 
ahe might be exposed to dangers so dreadr 
ful to her imagination* So, like Christiana 
in the Pilgrim's Progress, when traversing 
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With a tmid yet resdveid, s^tep the terrc^rs 
«f ^ Valley of the Shadow Of Deaths she 
gUded pn by rock aad ^ stone) ^ now in 
^mmer and qow ir^loom/* as hv path lay 
through moonl^ht or shadow, and endea- 
voured to overpower the suggestions of 
|sar, sginetiines by fixing her mind upon 
the distressed condition of her sister, and 
tiie duty she lay under to affi>rd her aid^ 
^Mnild that be in her power j and more ire* 
queptly by recurring in mental prayer to. 
the protection of that Being to whom night 
is as noon*day# 

Thus drowning at pne time her fears by^ 
i^xing her mind. on. a sul;gec;t of pverpower^^ 
ing interest^ and arguing them down at 
oUiers by referring herself to the protection 
of the Deity,, she at. lei^h approached the 
place assigned for this myMerious OMifer- 
ence. 

It was situated in the depth of the valley 
behind Salisbury Crags, which has/or a back 
ground the north-western shoulder of the 
mountain called Arthur's Seat» on whose 

eft 
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descent still remain the rains of what WM 
once a chapel, or hermitage, dedicated to 
Saint Anthony the Eremite. A better site 
for such a building coiuld hardly have be^a 
selected ; for the chapel, situated among the 
rude and pathless cliffs, lies in a desert,' 
even in the immediate vicinity of a rich, 
populous, and tumultuous capital : and the 
hum of the capital might mingle with the 
orisoiis of the recluses, conveying as little 
of worldly interest as if it had been the roar* 
of the distant ocean. Beneath the steep 
ascent on'which these ruins are still visibler, 
was, and perhaps is still pointed out^ the 
place where the wretch Nichol Muschat, 
has been already mentioned in these 
pages^ had closed a long scene of cruelty 
towards his unfortunate wife, by murdering 
her, with circumstances of uncommon bar-? 
barity. The execration in which the man's 
crime was held extended itself to the place 
where it was perpetrated, which was mark^ 
ed by a small cairn, or heap of stones, com« 
posed of those which each chance passea* 
ger had thrown there in testimony of ab- 


THE HEAACr OF MU^tLOTHIANT. ftg 

horjrefice, and on the' priociplet it would 
fleem, of the aiici^t Bcitiah inaledictioQi 
<vMay you have a cairn for your burials 
plaeeP 

As our heroine apfuroached this.oAinouS 
and unhallowed spot, she paused and look^ 
ed to the moon, jiow rising broad on the 
north-west^ and shedding a more distinct 
light than it had afforded during her walk 
thither* Eyeing the planet for a moment^ 
she then «low1y and fearfully turned her 
head towards the cairn, from which it was 
at first averted* She was at first disappoints 
ed* Nothing was visible beside the little 
pile of stones, which shone grey in the 
moonlight. A multitude of confdsed sug^ 
g^stions rushed on her mind* Had het 
tcorrespondent deceived her, and broken hil 
appointment ?-^was he too tardy at the ipf- 
pointment he had made?— or had some 
strange turn of fate prevented him from ap- 
pearing as he proposed ?— -or if he were d«t 
unearthly being, as her secret apprebensit)ns 
aQggested, was it his object merely to d^ 
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lade b« vith ^lae hopes, and put her^ ti^ 
unneoestary toil and tenor, aceording to 
the nature, aa she had heard, of those traa* 
dering daemons?—- or did he purpose tq 
bkst her with the sudden horrors of his 
presence when she had come close to the 
place of rendezvous ? These anxious^ re^ 
flections did not prevent her/approaclnng 
to the cairn with a pace that^ though sLow^ 
was determined. .•-;.; 

' M^en she was. within two yards of the 
heap of stones, a figure rose suddenly \sf 
irom behind it, and Jeanie scarce forbore 
to scream aloud at what seemed the realiza^ 
tion of the most frightful of her antioipa^ 
tions. She constrained berself to silence 
however, and, making e dead pause, suf- 
fered the %ure to open the conv^rsatimit 
which . he did, by asking, in a voice which 
agitation rendered tremulous and hollow, 
.^< Are you the sister of that ill-fated young 
iwoman ?" 

i .^I am— I am the sister of Effie Deansi" 
excleiiued Jeanie. <* And a3 ever you hope 
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GodniH hear yoa at your need» tdl me, tf 
yoaean tell» what can be done to save herl"* 

«< I do not hope God wiU hear me at my 
fieedy" was the angular answer. <* I d6 
jiotdeserve— I do not expect he wilt." This 
.desperate language he uttered in a tone 
cahaef liiaa that with which he had at first 
^^ken, pipbaUy because the shock of fifst 
addressing her was what he felt most diffi** 
cult to overcome* Jeanie remained mute 
irith horror to hear language expressed so 
utterly foreign to all which she had ever 
been acquainted with, that it sounded in 
her ears rather like that of a fiend than of 
a human being* The stranger pursued . his 
address to her without seeming to notice 
hersi^rise. ** You see before you a wretch^ 
predestined to evil here and hereafter.'' - 

<< For the sake of Heaven, that hearsand 
sees us," said Jeanie^ .'^ dinna speak in this 
desf^nxte fariuon ! The gospel is sent toihe 
chief of sinners-— to the most miserable 
ainong' the miserable.^ . ' 

*< Then should I have my own share 
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Ihemn," said the stranger, ^ if you caliJOt 
sinful to have been the destruction of the 
notner that bore me— of the friend liiat 
loved me— of the woman that trusted 
me^-^of the innocent child that was bora 
to me* If to have done all this is to be a 
sinner, and to survii^e it is to be misera^ 
ble, then am I most guilty and most misejE^ 
able indeed." 

** Then you are the wicked cause of 
my sister's ruin ?" said. Jeanie, with a na^ 
tural touch of indignation expressed in htt 
tone of voice. 

^* Curse me for it, if you will," said the 
stranger ; <^ I have well deserved it at yom: 
band." 

; « It is fitter for me," said JeaniCi << to 
pray to God to forgive you." . ; 

^ Do as you will, how you will, or what 
you will,'* he replied, with vehemence ; 
<< only promise to obey my directions, and 
save your sister's life," 

<< I must first know," said Jeanie, <• tibe 
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means yoa would have me iise in her be- 
half-** . 

^* No !<-^you must first swear-— solemnly 
swear, that you will employ thran, when I 
make them known to you.'' 

^< Surely, it is needless to swear that I 
wfll do all that is lawful to a Christian, to 
save the life of my sister ?" 

«« I will have no reservation !" thundered 
the stranger ; <* lawful or unlawful, Christ* 
ian or heathen, you shall swear to do my 
best, and act by my counsel, or — you little 
know whose wrath you provoke I" 

<* I will think on what you have said,'^ 
said Jeanie, who began to get much alarm-^ 
ed at the frantic vehemence of his manner, 
and disputed in her own mind, whether 
she spoke to a maniac, or an apostate spirit 
incarnate^— << I will think on what you say, 
and let you ken to-morrow." 

** To-morrow ?" exclaimed the man, with 
a laugh of scorn — ^* And where will I be 
to-morrow ?•— or, where Vrill you be to- 
night, unless you swear to walk by my 

6 
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counsel !rr-There was.one accucaed deed 
dcme at this spot before now ; and there 
shall be another to match it, unless you 
yield lip to my guidance body and sQuU'* 

As he spoke, he oflered a pistol at the. 
unfortunate young woman* She ndther 
fled nor fainted, but sunk on her knees» 
and asked him to spare her life. 

•* Is that all you have to say ?'*^ 
. *^ Do not dip your hands- in the blood of 
a defenceless! creature that has trusted U>, 
you/' said Jeanie, still on her knees. 

** Is that all you can say for your life ?— 
Have you no promise to give? — Will you 
destroy your sister, and compel me to. shed 
more blood f 

** I can pronjise nothing/* said Jeanie^ 
<* which is unlawful for a Christian." 

He cocked the weapoPf and held it to- 
wards her. 

. ^< May God forgive you !" she said, 
pressing her hands forcibly against her 
eyes. . r 

^* D— •-^n !" muttered the mail ; 9nd, 
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turning aside from her, he uncocked the 
fistolt and replaced it in his pocket^«-<^ I 
am a vitfain/' he said» ** steeped in guilt 
and wretchedness, but not wicked enough 
to do you any' harm !• I only wished to ter- 
rify you iiito my measures-*-Sfae hears me 
not— she is gone !— Great God ! what a 
wiietch am I become !" 
. As he spoke; she recovered herself from 
an agony which partook o£ the bitterness 
of death ; and, in a minute or two, through 
the strong exertion of her natural sense 
and cdtkrage, collected herself sufficietrtly 
to understand he intended her no personal 
injury, 

• •* No !'* he repeated ; " I would not add 
to the murder of your sister, and of her 
child, that of any one belon^g to her !~> 
Mad, frantic, as I am, and unrestrained by 
either fear or mercy, given up to the pos- 
session of an evil being, and forsaken by 
all that is good*, I would not hurt you, were 
the world offered me for ^, bribe ! But, for 
the sake of aU that is dear to you, swear 
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you will fbUow my connseL .Take, this wea^' 
pon, shoot me through the head, an4 with 
your own band revenge your sister's wrongs^ 
only follow the course-^ the only course^ by 
which her life can be -saved," . 

** Alas ! is she innocent or guilty ?" 

•^ She is guiltless—i-guiltless of every 
thing, but of having trusted a villain !-^ 
Yet had it hot been for those that were 
worse than I am---yes». worse than I am^ 
though I am bad enough-— this misery had 
not befallen^" 

^ And my sister's child— does it live ?'* 
6aid Jeanie. 

** No ; it was murdered— the new-bora 
infant was barbarously murdered/' he ut- 
tered in a low, yet stern and sustained 
voice ;— but," he added hastily, " not by 
her knowledge or consent." 

^* Then, why cannot the guilty be brought 
to justice, and the innocent freed ?" 

" Torment me not with questions which 
can serve no purpose," he sternly replied — 
** The deed was done by those who are far 
enough from pursuit, and safe enough from 
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^coveiy ! — No one can save Effie but jtonr- 

Sen* 

** Woes me ! how is it in my power ?" ask- 
ed «leafKiey in despondency. 
•^ •* Harken to me !— You have sense— 
you can apprehend my meaning — I will 
trust you — Your sister is innocent of the 
crime charged against her"— — — 

« Thank God for that r said Jeanie. 

^ Be still, and harken!— *The person^ 
who assisted her in her illness, murdered 
the child ; but it was without the mother's' 
knowledge or consent-— She is therefore 
guiltless, as guiltless as the unhappy inno«' 
cent, diat but gasped a few minutes in this 
unhappy world— the better was its hap to 
be so soon at rest. She is innocent as that 
infant, and yet she must die — it is impossi- 
ble to clear her of the law !'* v 

« Cannot the wretches be discovered 
and given up to punishment ?" said Jeanie. 

** Do you think, you will persuade those 
who are hardened in guilt, to die to save 
another ?— Is that the reed you would lean 
to?' 


^ Bat you said there was a remedy i^: 
again gasped out the terrified young wo- 
man* 

" There is/' answered the straBger» " and 
' it is in your own hand$. The l)16w whieh 
the law ziixA cannot be: broken by directly 
encountering it, but it may be turned aside^ 
You saw your sister during the period pre-, 
ceding the birth of her child-^what is* sa 
natural as that she should hav6 mentioned 
her condition to you 2 The doarig so would, 
as their cant goes, take the case: from un- 
der the statute, for it removes the quality 
of concealment I know their jargon,: and 
have had sad cause to know it ; and the 
quality of cbncealment is essential to this 
statutory offence. Noting is so natural as^ 
that ESfe should have mentioned her con-, 
^ition to you— ^think — reflect^I am jpoaiw 
tive that she did." 

. " Woes me !*' said Jeanie, " she never, 
spoke to me on the subject, but grat sore- 
ly when I spoke to her about her altered 
looks, and the change on her spirits." 


THE HEART DP HII>*LOTHIAK« 6^ 

*^ You asked her questions on the sab- 
ject?" he said, eagerly* "You must re- 
member her answer was, a confession that 
she had been ruined by a villain— yes, lay a 
strong emphasis, on that— a crud, false vil- 
lain call it-^any other name is unnecessary^ 
and that she bore under her bosom the con- 
sequences of his guilt and her folly; and 
diat he had assured her he would provide 

'safely for her approaching illness. — Wt\l 
lie kept his word !" These laat words he 
spoke as it were to himselfi and with'a vui- 
l^t gesture of self-accusation, and then 
calmly proceeded, " You will remember 
all this ? — That is all that is necessary to be 
iiaid*'' 

' ^< But I cannot remember," answered 
Jeanie, with simplicity, ^< that which Effie 
never told me»'* 

•^ Aine you so dull^-io very dull of ap- 
prehension l^ he exclaimed, suddenly gracq^ 
ing her arm, and boldi^ it firm in hii^ haiid* 
** 1 tell you,** (speakiqg between his teetb» 

' an4 under his breath, but with gr^t ener- 
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gy,) ^< you must remember that she told 
you all this, whether she ever said a syllsu 
ble of it or no. You must repeat this tale» 
in which there is no falsehood , except in 
to far as it was not told to you, before these 
Justices— Justiciary-— whatsoever they call 
their blood-thirsty court, and save your sis- 
ter from being murdered, und them from 
becoming murderers. Do not hesitate— rl 
pledge life and salvation, that in saying 
what I have said, you will only speak Die 
simple truth." 

^< But,** replied Jeanie, whose judgment 
was too accurate not to see the sophistry 
of ibis argument, ^< I shall be man-swoni 
in the very thing in which my testimony is 
wanted, for it is the concealmeiit for which 
poor £fiBe is blamed, and you would make 
me tell a falsehood anent it." 

** 1 see," he said, ^* my frst suspicions of 

* 

you were right, and that you. will let your 
sister, innocent, fair, and guUtieas, except 
in trusting a villain, die the death of a mar- 
dress, racier than bestow the breath of your 
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mouth and the sound of your voice to save 
her.'* 

<« I wad ware the best blood in my body 
to keep her skaithless,'* said Jeanie, weep- 
ing in bitter agony, /^ but I canna change 
right into wrang, or make that true which 
is false.** 

«* Foolish, hard*hearted girl," said the 
stranger, " are you afraid of what they may 
do to you ? I tell you, even the retainers of 
tiie law, who course life as greyhounds do 
hares, will rejoice at the escape of a crea- 
ture so young~-so beautiful ; that they will 
not suspect your tale ; that, if they did sus- 
pect it, they would consider you as deser- 
ving, not only of forgiveness^ but of praise 
(for you^ natursd affeetioh."^ 
^ ^* It is not man I fear,'' said Jeanie, look- 
ing upward ; ^ the Ood, whose name I 
must call on to witness the truth of what I 
say, he will know the falsehood.*'" 

" And he will know the motive,'* 4s;aid 
the stranger, eageiiy ; ^^ he will know that 
you arje doing this*— not for lucre of gain. 


72 TALES 07 MY LANDLOAO. 

.but to sava* the life of the .innocent, and 
prevent the commission of a worse crime 
than that which the Uw seeks to; avenge.*' 
/< Hp has given us a law," said Jeabie, 

» 

^< for the lamp of our path ; if we stray from 
itt we err against kno^wledge-rrl may not 
do evil, even that good may come out of it. 
But you-*-^you that ken all this to be 
true, which I must take on your wordi-^ 
'you that, if I understood what you said 
e'en now, promised her sheltw and protect 
tion in her travail, why do not yote step 
forward, aiid bear leal and soothfast evi- 
dence in her behalf, as ye may with a clear 
con^ience ?^ ^ 

<^ To whom do you talk of a clear con- 
science, woman f said he^ widi a sodden 
fierceness which renewed her terrors^-*- 
^* to m^ ?•— I have not known one fi>r many 
a year^ Bear witness in her behalf ?«-^a 
proper witness, tbati even to speak these 
- few words to a wooo^n of so little :ccmse^ 
rqiienoe as yOurs^, inufA chuse^uch an hpur 
and siidi a pkce: as this^ When y<m sm 
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owh and bats fly abroad, like larks, in the 
sunshine, you may expect to see such as I 
am in the assemblies of men.— Hush— listen 
tpthat" 

A voice was heard to sing one of those 
wild and monotonous strains so common in 
ScotUndy and ta which the natives of that 
country chaunt their old ballads. The 
sound ceased — then came nearer, and was 
renewed ; the stranger listened attentively, 
still holding . Jeanie by the arm, (as she 
stood by .him in motionless terror) as if to 
prevent her interrupting the strain by speak* 
ing or stirring. When the sounds were re- 
newed, the words were distinctly audible : 

'^ When the gledd*i in the blue cloud, 

The larrock lies still ; 
When the hound's in the green-wood, 

Tho hind keeps the hill/' 

; T^e^ p^isQn who sung kept a strained and 
i.pQWe^ful voice at its very h^heasit pitch, so 
.that it conid be heard at a veiy.considera-* 
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ble distance* As the soog ceased^ they 
might hear a stifled sound, as of steps and 
whispers of persons approaching them. TTie 
song was again raised^ but the tune was 
changed : 

> « • . » 

" O sleep. ye sound> Sir James, she Baid§ . 

When ye suld riie and ride ? , 

There's twenty men, wi' bow and blad«» 

Are seeking where ye hide^" 

^* I dare stay no longer/' said the strad^ 
-ger ; " return home, or remain till they 
come up-^you have nothing to fciar— but 
do not tell you saw me-^your sister's fate 
is in your hands.*' So saying, he turned 
from her, and with a swift, yet cautiously 
noiseless step, plunged into the darkness on 
the side most remote from the sounds which 
they heard i4)proadhing» atul ^as soon lost 
to her sight Jeanie remained by the oaim 
terrified beyond expression, and uncertaia 
t whether she ought to fly home^nmrd with all 
the ^ed ^be could exert, or wait the ap- 
proach of those who were advaboii^ to- 
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wards her. This uncertainty detained her 
so long, that she now distinctly saw two or 
three figures already so near to her, that a 
precipitate flight would have, beetr equally 
fruitless arid impolitic 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Sbe speaks things in doubt, 


That carry but half sense : her speech is nothing. 
Yet the unshaped use of it doth move 
The hearers to collection ; they aim at it. 
And botch the words up fit to their own thoughts. 

Hamict* 

Like the digressive poet Ariosto, I find my- 
self under the necessity of connecting the 
branchesof my story, by taking up the adven- 
tures of another of the characters, and bring- 
ing them down to the point at which we have 
left those of Jeanie Deans. It is not, per- 
haps, the mmt artificial way of telling a story, 
but it has the advantage of sparing the ne- 
cessity of resuming what a knitter (if stock- 
ing-looms have left such a perscm in the 
Umd») might call our <* dropped stitches f 

10 
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a labour in which the author generally toSs 
much, without getting credit for bis pains. 
^< I could risk a sma' wady"" said the clerk 
to the magistrate, *< that this rascal Rat- 
clifTe, if he was insured of his neck's safety, 
could do more than ony ten of our polieie- 
people and constables, to help us to get 
out of this scrape of Porteous's* He is weel 
acquent wi' a' the smugglers, thieves, and 
banditti about Edinburgh; and, indeed, 

■ 

he may be called the father of a' the mis- 
doers inScetlandf for he has passed amang 
them for these twenty years by the name 
Daddie Rat** 

«^ A bonny sort of a scoundrel," replied 
the magistrate, ** to expect a place under 
the city!" 

« Begging your honour's pardon," said 
the city's procurator-fiscal, upon whom the 
duties of superintendant of police devolved, 
♦* Mr Fairscrieve is perfectly in the right. 
It is just dc as Ratcliffe that the town needs 
in my department ; an' if sae be that he's 
disposed to turn his knowledge to the city 
service, ye'U no find a better man.— -Ye'll 
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get nae saints to be searchers for an. 
custoined goods, or for thieves and sic 
like ;— and your decent sort of men, re* 
ligious professors, and brokeo tradesmen, 
that are put into the like o' sic trust, can 
do nae gude ava. They are feared for this, 
and they are scrupulous about that, and 
they are na free to tell a lie, though it n»y 
be for the benefit of the city ; and th^ 
dinna like to be out at irregular hours, and 
in a dark cauld night, and they like a clout 
ower the croun far waur } and sae between 
the fear o' Qod, and the fear o' man, aiid the 
fear o* getting a sair throat, or slair banes^ 
there's a dozen o'our city-folk, baith waiters« 
and officers, and constables, that can find out 
naething but a wee-bit skulduddery for the 
benefit of the Kirk-treasurer. Jock For- 
teous, that's stifiP and stark, puir fallow, was 
worth a dozen o' them ^ for he never had 
ony fears, or scruples, or doubts, or con- 
science, about ony thing your honours bade 
him." 

<< He was a gude servant o' the town,'' 
said the BailUe, << though be was an ower 
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free-fiving man. Bat if ^you really tirink 
llus nsoal Rafclift could do us ouy service 
m di8COi;'ering these malefactorsp I would 
smmre^im life, reward^ and promotion. It's 
m awsome thing this mischance for the city^ 
Mr Fairscrieve. It will be very ill tane wi' 
abane stairs. Queen Caroline, Crod bless 
her, is a woman-^at least I judge sae, "and 
its oae treason to speak my mind sae &r-^ 
and ye maybe ken as weel as I do, for 
ye hae a housekeeper, though ye are ode 
imrried man, that women are wilfu', and 
downa bide a slight* And it will sound ill 
in her ears, that sic a confused mistake suld 
Ctppije to pass, and naebody sae muckle as 
4o be put into the Tdbooth about it" 
« ^Mf ye thought that^ sir," said the pro- 
curatorrfiscal, ^' we could easily clap into 
the prison afew blackguards upon suspicion. 
It will have a gude active look, and I hae 
aye plenty on my list, that wadna be a hair 
the waur of a week or twa's imprisomssent ; 
and if ye thought it no strictly just, ye 
could be just the earner wi' them the xmitt 
tioi0 they did onyihiog to deserve it ; thegr 
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areoiEi the sort to be lang o* g^esagye vn 
opportunity to clear scores wi' them on that 
^coufitV' 

^< I dottbt that ^1 hardly do in this 
case, Mr Sfaarpitlaw/' returned the town* 
dlerk ; <« they'll rtin their letters^ and ^be 
adrift again, before ye ken where yeare.^ 
** I will speak to the Lord Provost,^' said 
the magistrate, << about Ratcliflfete business* 
Mr Sh&rpidaw, you will go with me kad 
receive instructions-^-soniething may be 
made too out of this story of Butler's and 
his unknown gentleman«-^I know no busi- 
ifiess any man has to swagger about in the 
King^s Park, and call himself the devil, tp 
the terror of honest folks, Who^dinna care to 
hear mair about the devil than is said from 
the pulpit en the Sabbath. I cannot think 
die preacher himsell wad be heading the 
mob, though the time has been, thef hae 
been as forward in a bruilzie as-their neigh- 
bors.*' 

/f But these times are lang bye," said Mr 
Sharpitla w. << In my father's time, there was 
tnair nearoh for silenced ministers about the 
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Bow-head and the Covenant'Close, and all 
the tents of Kedar^ as they ca'd the dwell- 
ings o' the godly in those days, than ther^s^ 
now for thieves and vagabonds in the Laigh- 
Calton and the back o' the Ganongate. But 
that time's weel bye, an' it bide. And if 
the Bailiie will get me directions and au- 
thority from the Provost, 111 speak w? 
Daddie Rat mysell;.for Vta thinking TU 
make mair out o' him than ye'll do*" 

Mr Sharpitlaw^ being necessarily a man 
of high trusty was accordingly empowered, 
in the course of the day, to make suoh ar- 
rangements, as might seem in the emergen- 
cy most advantageous for the Good Town. 
He went to the jail accordingly, and saw 
Ratcliffe in private. 

The relative positions of a police-officer 
and a professed thief bear a different com- 
plexion, according to circmnstances. The 
most obvious simile of a hawk pouncing 
upon his prey, is . often least applicable. 
Soir.etiiiies the guardian of justice has the 
air of a cat watching a mouse, and, while 
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he suspends his purpose of springing upon 
the pilferer; taking care so to calculate his 
motions that he shall not get beyond his 
power. Sometimes^ more passive still, he 
'uses the art of fascination ascribed to the 
Tattle- snake» and contents himself with gla- 
« ring on the victim, through all his devious 
flutterings; certain that his terror, con- 
fusion, and disorder of ideas, will bring 
him into his jaws at last. The interview 
between Ratcli£fe and Sharpitlaw had an 
aspect difiereht from ail these. They sate 
^for five minute&'^silerit, on opposite sides of 
a small table, and looked fixedly at each 
other, with a sharp, knowing, and alert cast 
of countenance, not un mingled with an in^ 
clination to laugh, and resembled, more 
than any thing else, two dogs, who, prepa- 
ring for a game at romps, are seen to couch 
down, and remain in that posture for a lit- 
tle time, watching each other's movements, 
and waiting which shall begin the game* 

'^ So, Mr Ratcliffe," said the oflScer, con- 
ceiving it suited his dignity to speak first, 
«« you give up business, I find ?' 
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<< Yes, sir,'' replied Ratcliffe ; '^ I shall 
he on that lay nae mair-f-and I think that 
mil sav^ your folk sonie trouble, Mr Sharp- 
itlaw?' 

'^ Which Jock .Dalgleish^ (then fini^er 
of the law in the Scottish metropolis,) 
^< wad save theooi as easily,** returned the 
procunttor-fiscal* 

^< Ay ; if I waited in the Tolbo(^ here 
to hav^e him- fit my cravat-p-but that's an 
idle way o' spea]j:ing, Mr Sharpitlaw." 

*^ Why, I suppose you know you are an^ 
der sentence of death, Mr RatcUfib ?' re- 
plied Mr Sharpitlaw* i 
, *^ Ay, so are we a', as that worthy mini- 
ster said in the Tolbooth Kirk the day Ro» 
hertscm wan off; but naebody kens when it 
wiU be executed. 6ude faith, he had bet^ 
ter reason to say sae than he dreamed of, 

* 

before the play was played out that nuMrn- 

«< This Robertson,'' said Sharpida^, id 
a lower, and something iike a confidential 
tone, *^ d'ye ken, Rat---that is, can yo 
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gie u^ any iokling where lie Is ito be hcJiaurd 

^< Trotfa» Mr ShiafpiUaw, TU be frank wi* 
ye ; Robertson is rather a cut abune me-^ 
a wild deevil he was, atid tnony a dafl 
prank he {dayed ; but except the Cdlee*' 
tor's job that Wilson led hiai.into^ anil some ^ 
tuilzies about run goods wi'the gaugars 
and the v^iters, he never did ony thing 
d^t dame near our line o' business.'* 

<* Umph ! tliat's singular, considering thf. 
company he kept." 

<< Factit upon my honour and ccedit/t 
said lUtciiffe, gravely. <^ He keepit out 4f 
oat little bits of affitirs, and that^ mair than 
WUson did ; I hae dune budiness wi' Wil< 
mn afore now. But the lad will come <m 
in time j there's nae fear o' him ; naebody 
will live the life he has led, but wfait hefli 
come to sooner or later.'- 

'* Who or what is he, Ratclifl^ ? yjm 
know, I suppose ?" said Sharpitlaw. 

*< He's better bom, I judge, than he 
eares to Let on ; he's be^a a soldier, and he 
has been a play-actor, and I watna what he ^ 
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has been or basna been, fbt* as young as he 
is» aae tbat it had daffing and iionsense 
about it*" 

<< Pretty pranks he has played in his time, 
I suppose P* 

« Ye liiay.say that/Vsaid Ratcliffe, with 
a sardonic sttiile; ^< and/' (touch mg his 
liose,>^^ adeevil amanff the lasses/' 

<< Like enough/' said l^arpitiaw. ^ Wee!; 
Ratdiffe, PU no stand uifi&ring wi^ ye y ye 
ken the way that favour'a gotten in my of- 
fice ; ye maun be usefu'." 

«• Certamly, sir, to the best of my powef 
--^tiaetbtiig for naething— -I ken the rule of 
the offiee," mid the ex^depredaton 

^ Now the prkicifMil thing in hand e'en 
now/' said the official person, '^ is this job 
of Portmus's ; aa ye can gi'e us a lift— ^ 
why, the inaer turnkey's office to begin 
wi', and the captainship in time-^ye un^^ 
derstand my meaning ?» 

^ Ay, troth do I, sir ; a winkfs as gude 
as a nod to a blind horse ; but Jock Por* 
teousfs job — Lord lielp ye, I was under 
sentence the hale time. God ! but I could* 
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na help laughing when I heard Jock skirl*- 
ipg for mercy in the lads's bands ! Mony a 
het skin ye hae gi'en me, neighbour, thought 
I, tak ye what's gaun ; time about's fair 
play i ye'll kini now what han^Qg's gudfe 
for/' ' 

; << Corne^ come, this is all nonseiise, Rat. 
Ye canna creep out at that hole^ lad $ 
you must speak to the point, you under- 
stand me, if you wantfavmir } gi&gaf makes 
gude friends, ye ken." 

<< But how can I speak to the point, as 
your honour ca's it," said RiM^iflfef de- 
murely, and with an air of great simplicity, 
<< when ye ken I was under sentence, and 
in the strong-room a' the while the job was 
going on ?" , . ^' 

. .«< And how can we turn you loose on the 
public again, Daddie Rat, unless ye do of 
say. something to deserve it ? ' 

** Well then, d— ^n it!'* answ^ed the 
criminal, <' since it maun be sae, I saw 
Geordie Robertson amang the boys tha^ 
brake the jail ; I suppose that will do m» 
some gude ?" . 
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Thaf s speaking to tiie purpose, indeed/ 
said the office-bearer; <^ and now» Rat, 

'iffhere think ye we'll find him ?" 
* <« De'il haet o' .me kens," sa|d Ratcliffe ; 

^< bell no likely gang back to ony o' his aul4 
howffi ; he'll be off the country by this 
time* He has gude friends some^te or 
other, for a' the life he's led; he's been 

-weel educate.'' 

" *^ He'll graee the gallows the better,'^ 
said Mr Shatpitlaw ; ** a desperate dog,, to 
ioaurther an officer of the city for doing his 
duty! Wha kens wba's turn it might be 

'next ?-~But you saw him plainly ?" 

- H As plainly, as I see you." 

V << How was he dressed ?" said Sbarpitlaw. 

' *^ I couldna weel see; something of a 

'wcHnan^s bit mutch on his head; but ye 

bever saw sic a ca'- throw. Ane couldqia 
hae een to a^ thing.** 

.' <vBut did be speak to no one?*' said 

. Sharpitlaw. . 

^^ They were a' speaking and gabbling 

though other/' said Batcliffe, who was ob« 
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yiously utiT^iUing to carry- his evideQce far- 
ther than he coiild possibly help. 

<' This will not do, Ratctifib," said the 
procuratOFj ** you must speak o«^*-oi«#— 
out,'* tapping the table emphatically as ht 
repeated that impressive monosyllable. 

^* It's very hard, sir ; and bat fbr the uii. 
der-turnkey's place" , 

" And the reversion of the captaincy*-^ 
the captaincy of the Toibootbi nian^-^that 
is, in case of gude behaviour.*' 

" Ay, ay," said Ratclifle, " gude belml^* 
our ! — there's the deevil. And then it's vrait- 
ing for dead folks shoon into the bargain,^^ 

'< But Robertdon^s head will weigh sotne- 
thing," said Sharpitlaw ; ^^ something gay 
and heavy, Rat j the town maun show cause 
•—that's right and reason— ^and then ye'Il 
hae freedom to enjoy your gear honestly.** 

** I dinna ken,'^ said Ratclifie; *« it's a 
queer way of beginning the trade of ho^ 
nesty — ^but de'il ma care. Weel, then*,.! 
heard and saw him speak to the wiench 
Effie Deans, that's up there for cfaild-inur^ 
der.*' 
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^ The d^il ye did ? Rat, tbta is finding 
amare's nest wi^ a wite^eM.— ^And the man 
that qpoke t0 Buder in the Farjc, aAd that 
was to meet w'f Jjeainie Deans at Muscha^ 
08ira<*r^^faew ! lay that and thatthegither. 
As sore as I li?e h^ b^n the father of th^ 
ia8sie% weam'* 

** There l»e beexi'iMitr gtussses than thal» 
I^ thinking," cAiserved Ratd^/ turning 
Irif goid of tobaceoinhjsdfaadc, and squirt- 
ing c»it the joiee; - <<: I ihesSrd ^m^thing a 
while syne aboilt hii' drawings up wi* a 
bonny quean about* the Pieo9aunt8,«tind*that 
it was a' Wilson could* do ttykee^ him frde 
manying hep." 

Here a eity offioer entered^ and told 
Sfaarpitlaw that they had the woman in Cus- 
tody whom he had directed them to bring 
before him. 

« It's little matter now,** said he, " the 
thing is taking another turn ; however^ 
George, ye may bring her in#'* 

Hie officer retired, and introduced upon 
liis return, a tall, strapping wench of eigh- 
teen or twenty, dressed fantastically, in a 
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sort Af blue riding jacket, ivitfa tsraished 
bce^ her hair clubbed like thftt of a mmi 
a Highland bonaet, and ia bunch of biofeal 
feathers, a riding skirt (or petticoat,) of 
icarlet damlet, embroideredwith tarnished 
jlowers. Her features were coarse and 
masculine, yet at a little distitnce, by dint 
of very bright wild-looking black, eyes, an 
gquiline nose, and a commanding profile, 
appeared rather handsome* She BcmuixcA 
the switch she held in- her haiid, dropped a 
curtsy M low as 9 lady at a hirth-iaight ii^ 
txOdtiction, recovered herself seemingly WNi 
cording to Touchstone's directions to Aw 
diej, and opened the conversation wibhoat 
waiting till any questions were ads:Qd. . 

<< God gi'e your honour gude e*en, and 
moiiy o' them, bonny Mr Sharpitlaw-*<^6ude 
e'en to ye, Daddie Ratton — ^they tauld mye 
ye were hanged, man ; or did ye get out o' 
John Dalgliesh's hands like half-hangH 
Maggie Dickson y' 

*♦ Whisht, ye daft jaud,** said Ratcliffe, 
<< and hear what's said to ye." 
*« Wi' a' my heart, Ratton. Great pre- 
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iieffixient' for p^oor Madge to be brought up 
&e street wi' a grand man, wi' a coat W 
pftssemented wi' woraet-lace, to apeak wi' 
provosts^ and baillies, and town-clerks, and 
prokitors, at this time o' day— *and the hsie 
town looking at me too*— Thia is honour on 

• aarth for anes P* ^ 

. •• Ay, Madge," said Mr Sharpitlaw, in a 

eoaxing tone ; ^ and ye're dressed out in 

:^ttr braws, I see; these are not.yoitr 

• cvery-days* ^laiths ye have on/' 

: « De'il be in my fingers, then,*' said 
Madgen^** Eh, sirs!" (observing Butler 
come into the apartment,) ** there's a mi* 
Bister in the Tolbooth-^^^wha will ca' it a 
graceless place, now ?— Pse warrant he's in 
' for the gude auld cause-— but its be nae cause 
oT mine," and off she went into a song. 

** Hey for cavaliers, ho for cavaliers, 
Pub a dub, dub a dub ; 
Have at old Beelzebub,— 
■ Oliver's mnning for fear."— 

** Did you ever see that mad- woman be- 
fore ?" said Sharpitlaw to Butler. 
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**Not to my knowledge, sir/' replied 
Butler. 

<' I thought as much," said the proeuca- 
tor*fiscal, looking towards Batcliife, who 
' answered his glance with a nod o£ acquies- 
cence and intelligence. 

<< But that is Madge Wildfire, as she calls 
herself ?'' said the man of law to Butler. 

<* Ay, that I am,** said Madge, *^md that 
I have been ever since I was somediii^ 
better — Heigh' ho''«-*(and soAething like 
melancholy dwelt on her features ffar a* mi^ 
nute)— << But I cantia mind' when thatt ii^ 
^t was lang syne, at poy rate, and -I?ll 
ne'er j&sk my thumb about itf 


" I glwice like Uie wHdfire through country and town } 
I'm seen on the causeway-^-Pm seen on the down; 
The lightning that flashes so bright and so free, . 
Is scarcely so blithe or so bonny as me." 

« Haud your tongue^ ye skirling lim- 
mer," said the officer, who had acted aa 
master of the ceremonies to this extraor- 
dinary performer, and who was rather 
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scaadalized at the freedom of her demea- 
nour before a person of Mr Sharpitlaw's im- 
portance — *,^ hand your tongue, or Pse gie 
ye something to skirl for." 

. ^' Let her alone, Oeorge^*' said Sbarpit- 
law ; ^^ dinna put her out o' tune ; I hae 
some questions to ask her— But first, Mr 
Butler, take another look of her/' 

*^ Do sae, minister— ^o sae," cried 
Madge ; '^ I am as wed worth looking at 
as ony book; in your aught-^^And I caU) 
say the single carritch, and the double 
carritch, and jUstificiatioii^and effectual call- 
ings and the assembly of divines at West- 
minster, that is," (6he added in a low tone) 
Hi could say thedo anesT-rbut its lang syne 
-*--and ane forgets^ ye. k^n." And. popr 
Masdge. heaved another deep sigh* 

" Weel, sir," said Mr. Sharpitlaw to But* 
ler» '* what think ye now V* 

. «* As I did before;* said Butler ; « that I 
never saw the poor demented creature in 
«y life before." 

.^ Then she is not the person, whom you 
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said the' rioters last night described as 
Madge Wildfire ?^ 

" Certainly not,'* said Butlen «* Thq^ 

may be near the same height, for they^arv 

both tall, but I see little other resemblance.'* 

: «> Their dress, then, is not alike i^ said 

Sharpitlaw. 

<* Not in the least^^^ said Butler. 
' *^ Madge, my bonny woman," said Sharp, 
itlaw, in the same coaxing manner, '< what 
did ye do wi' your ilka days claise yester-; 
day?" 

<* I dinna mind,'^ said Madge. 
' *^ Where was ye yesterday at e'en^ 
Madge ?'* ^ , 

"'■ <« I dinna nlind ony thing about yestiSr- 
day,** answered Madge i '' ae day is aneugh 
for ony body to wun ower wi' at a time, ind 
ower muckie sometimes^'' 

*^ But maybe, Madge, ye wad mind 
something about it^ if I was to gie ye this 
half-crown F^ said Sharpitlaw^ taking out 
the piece of money. 

** That might gar me laugh, but it could- 
na gar me mind.'* 
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<« But^ Madge^'* continued Sharpitlaw, 
** were I to send you to the wark-house in 
Leith-Wynd) and gar Jock Dalgliesh lay 
the tawse on your back''-^ 
' «* That wad gar me greet," said MadgCt 
sobbing, *< but it couldna gar me mind^ ye 
ken.'* 

<< She is ower faf past fe^soiiaMe folk'A 
motives, sir," said Ratcliffei *^ to mind siller, 
or John Dalgliesh, or the cat and nine tails 
either ) but I think I could gar her tell us 
something." 

«* Try her then, Ratcliflfe," said Sharpit- 
law, y foi I am tired of her crazy pate, and 
be d— d toiler." 

<< Madge,'' said Ratcliffci ** hae ye ony 

joes now ?" ♦ 

"An oiiy body isk ye, say ye dinna ken.-^ 

Set him t6 be speaking of my joes, auid 

Dikddie Ratton !" 

« I dare say, ye hae de!il ane ?" 
" See if I haena then," said Madge, Witk 
the toss of the head of affronted beauty^^ 
<< there's Rob the Ranter, and Will Fle« 
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miogf and then there'$ Geordie RofoeitsoD, 
lad — that's Gentleman Geordie — what think 
y^e o' that I*' 

Ratclifie laughed^ and^ winking to. the 
procurator-fiscalf pursued the enquiry in 
his own way. <^ But, Madge, the lads only' 
like ye when ye hae on your braws— they 
vadna touch you wi' a pair o' taings when 
you are in your auld ilka day rags." 

** YeVe a leeing auld sorrow then j for 
Gentle Geordie Robertson put my ilka day's 
claise .on his ain bonnie sell yestreen, and 
g^ed a' through the town wi* them; and 
gawsie and grand he lookit, like ony queen 
in the land.'*' 

•, " I dinna believe a word o'V said Rat- 
cli£fe, with another wink to thd pirocura^ 
tor. ** Thae duds were a' o^ the colour 
p' moonshine in the water, I'm thinkings 
Madge — The gown wad be a sky«blue scar- 
let, I'se warrant y e ?* 
' << It was Viae Bic thitog," said Madge, 
whose unretentive memory let out^ in the 
eagerness of contradiction, ail that she 
would hare most wished to keep concealed. 
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ImA heir jodgfloeiit been e<]ual to her ittcli* 
Milioii. ** It was neither scarlet nor sky. 
blue, but my dio auld iM'own threshie-coat 
^ a short gown> and my mother's auld 
mutch, and my red rokelay— and he gaed 
me a croun and a kiss for the use o* them, 
blessing on his bonnte face~though it's 
been a dear ane to me." 

*< And 'where did he change his clothes 
again, hinnie .^ said Sharpitlaw, inlits most 
coneiliiitory manner. 

<< The prpenrator's spoiled a*," observed 
Ratcliffe, drily, 

. And it was even* so; for the, questtong 
fot in so direct a shape, immediately awa^ 
kened Madge to the propriety of being re* 
'served upon ttkbtB vtff topics On yfl^Uk 
Ratcliffe had indirectly seduced htt to^llBs^ 
come communicative. . 

«« What watft ye were, pj^jaavg .pl,^ 
sir T she resumed, wUb aa aiffmmf ^ 
stolidity so spcfdUy ittWWMtdy <»j ah>i lii t. 
4here was a good: ideal of kats^Wkti. 
with her folly. 

VOL. II. ' E 
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*^ I asked you," said the procurator, ^f ai 
"what Jiour, and to what place, Robertson 
brought ba^k your clothes.** 

.«< Bobertson ?— Lord baud a care o' U8» 
-what Robertson 7* 

*^ Why, the fellow we were speaking o^ 
Gentle Geordie^ as you call hinur* 

^ Geordie Gentler answered . Madge, 
with'welLfeigned amazement— ^^* I dinna 
ken naebody they ca' Geordie Gentle.'^ 

<< Come, my jo," said Sharpitlaw, ^* this 
will not do ; you must tell us what you did 
with these clothes of y our's^** 

Madge Wildfire made.no answer, unless 
the question may seem connected withtbt 
sxuilch of a son|; with whicb she indulged 
the embarrassed investigator :<<— - 

" What did ye wi' the bridal nog— bridal ring— bridal 

ring? 
What did ye wi' your wedding ring, ye little cutty 

' quean^O 
I gied it tiM a todger, a I0dger» a sodger, 

Igied it tiU aitpdgerj aniauld true ]<ive o* mine, O/' ' 


y 

f 

;. 
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Of all the niad-waiiien who have sw^ 
aid Mid, siiiee ti«t*,dajfB of .Hamlet xkA 
Dan^i^ Ophelia '.bt:dM moit afeqtiog, 
Madge W^Sdfire waatbe mott provoking^ 

Tlie ^.proeurator-fisoal was in despair; 
«< VH take ie«ie meMaret with Has d---<Hl 
jpess of BedlafXH" md he> ** that shall make 
her fittd her tongue*'* 

. <* Wi' your fawur, air,'' . said Batcliffe, 
^ belter let her mind settle a little--»Ye 
Imve afe made out something." 

<< True," said the official person $ /^ a 
brown short-gown, mutch, red rokelay— 
that agrees with your Madge Wildfire, Mr 
Butler?" Butler agreed that it did so. 
*< Yes, there was a sufficient motive for 
taking this crazy creature's dress and name, 
while he was about such a job«'* 

^^ And I am free to say immt," said Rat- 
cliff e ■ 

^* When you see it has come out without' 
you," interrupted Sharpitlaw. 

^ Just sae, sir,^' reiterated Ratdiffe. << I 
am free to say, now since it's come out 
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oeberwket tb«ttlMie w4ire tiie clothes I saw 
Robeftsofi mmdi^ }9kb iii^ in tlia jaiJ; 
when he was a«#e^^^ doteis.'' 

^« Hme^ 4ife«t «9ideilce^'' ^fiOd fiharpit. 
kw i ^^iSick l»^l^ Eat-^I will report fa- 
rwtrMy of yoniio the * pfoVMit f<>r I have 
buMoess for you to-night ft weartfalai 
I must home and get a «iMUfk, arid IB %e 
back in the evemiig% Keep Madge Idtii 
you, Ratcliffct and try to get her into* %■ 
good tune again.'* So saying, be left die 
l^hrpn. 


/ • 


•i I 
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Jkn^iome th^j^ w)ii4U$d«*-*^d som« tbejr aang, 
And some did loudly iBy, 

i . J8a/W ^tittle Musgrave. 


f. . 


« # * 


» . . . 

When the man of offi£fe ret tsrutd to ti^ 
Jieinrt.bf Mid-dL^thiaHi hecesnisiiedbtd con- 
ibrteide "witli BatcII£fe> iof mrhVise e^Tpedeoee 
uid assistaiDce he. i\Ow helld faipiself secwft. 
'^ You must speak with this veoch^ Ratr«^ 
tfi» Effie Deans^^yau must sift her ^ wee 
ibi* ;'ifi»t as^siire as a tether idie wfll,]fe& 
^^Robertsbn's ^lintei-^tiU her, Eat-^till bett, 
without delay." 

•r «< Craving your pardon, Mr Shaffjfilltfw," 
^aid the turnkey elect, '< that's . whai; I fot 
^bot^free to do.?' ^ , 

'<r: ^ Free to do, man ? what the de^H ails 
^ci noiv f^i^I jhdught we h^ settled a' that?' 


^ I dinns ken, sir/' said Ratclifie ; ** I 
hae spokea to this Effie — ^she's strange to 
this place and to its ways, and to a' our 
ways, Mr Sharpitlaw ; and she greets, llie 
silly tawpie, and she's breaking her heart 
already about this wild chield; and woe 
she the means o' taking him, she wad break 
it outright." 

<^ She wunna hae time, kd,"* said Sharpit- 
law i '^ the woodie wBl hae hiis ain o' lier 
before that—a woman's heart takes a lai% 
Aime o* breaking/* 

' ^< Thafs accordiog to the stuff Ibey airfe 
made o', sir,*" replied RatcUffe^^' But 16 
•make a laog tale shorty I canna tmdertalee 
-Ae job.' It gangs agsunst my conscieHce^^ 

<< Your ccmseience. Rat 7' said Sbaipit* 
law, with a sneer, which the reader wiU 
.probably thitik very natural upon the occa* 
sion. 

^ Ou ay, sir,** answered Ratcl^e calm- 
ly, ^* just my conscience ; a'bpdy has a cour 
science, though it may be ill wunoin at it 
rl think mine's as weel out o' the gat^ as 
xnaist £cik»^ ate; and yet its just like the 
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iuKqfK of my dbow, it whiles giBtolStbit did 
on acomen'' ^ • • 

^ Weel» Rat,"" replied SharpiOaw, «' since 
ye are woe. Til speak to the hussey my* 
sen.'' 

^. Sharpitlaw, accordinglyy caused himself' 
to tie introduced into the little dark iqmrt^ 
ment tenanted by the unfortunate Effie 
Jk^XA * Tbib poor girl wiss seated on her 
little, flpck^bedft plui^d in a deep reverie. 
iS&m^ food itoodcn the table,, of a quality 
laclXfit than is usually supplied to prisoners; 
but it was untouched^ The person under 
Wh4se car0 she was more particularly placed, 
Saidf ^' that sometimes she tasted naething 
fimm the tae end of the fbur-and-twenty 
iioms to the t'other, except a drink of war 
ter • 

,< Siiarpitlaw took a chair, and, command- 
ing the turnkey to retire he opened the 
converi»tion, endeavouring to throw- into 
bis tone and- countenance as much* com- 
miseration as they were capable of ex^ 
pressing, for the one was sharp and baish, 
<^e otli^rslyt aciit?9 wd selfish* 


yoursell, hinuy ?* 

A 46«p «igh was the only anew^r. ' 

«f Are> the folk dvfl to ye, Effie ?^^^§ mf 
duty to enquire.* 

^ Very lavil, ^ir/ said Effie^ cooipellkig 
iMurself >to answer, yet havdly knowing wimt 
abeaaid. 

^< And your victaab,^' oontinsed WfUff^ 
iilawy in the same ooiidpling io n tipf ^ ^o 
yoA get what you like ?«pp.<^r is tii^rf ORf 
thing you would partic^Hy ftn^ft M |^4W 
vliealth seems but «iUy ?** 
, «* It's a' very wed/ sir, I ihsnk yf?/^ SMd 
the poor prisoner, in a tone how .diiSKlPilt 
from the sportive viv^cityof those i^ tiie 
Lily of Saint Leonard's ]~«^ it?s a* veiy gii§$ 
— ower gude for ni#/* 

f< He must have been a great villiiio, 
Effie, who brought you to this pass/^ still 

fiharpidaw* ' 

The remark was dictated partly by a na- 
iciral feeltogt of which ev^n he could not 
divest hw»elf, though accustomed i» prac»- 
tisQ on th« pasMQps of others, and keep a 
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imst liec^fU gioffd over his own, and part- 
ty hfhi£yfuik to tdtrodnee die sort tif coi^ 
Tersation which might best serve his ioi- 
taed&te piupds^' I|ideecl» vpbn the presient 
%coafllMf ' these mixed motives of fedioig 
and cuBfiiag ltsarmbniM4 together umidBiw 
aittjr; for, said ISharpillMr to himseiQ ihe 
greater rt^iie iRobertsim is, the mom wiH 
be tbe minit of bringing him ib jmtkmd 
^ £te must have been a goMt viUaiByiiai. 
deed,'' be again reiterated y M ahd^iim&il 
had die skelping o' him»* 

<« I may bhime mysdl^ mair lims 
uidlSMey ^ I was bred ap4akai 
iMtiie, poorftttow,''-^i--«^he8topped4i 
' «^»i((^isla thcgmigh bhckgiaadjag kirJKfiiv 
Idare say," said Sharpitlaw; ^ A ateaiytv 
he Was i^vtltti eountry, amd a omapmioii of 
Aat UwlesB-vagabood> WaboDy'^L thhsK^ 

<' It wad hae been dearlftel^ him4Uri;i 
ite had ne^df seen Wilson^ iface;^ 
- ^ Hmfb veiy trao that you are Myiag, 
Sffie/^ said Shtfrpillatfr, ^ Wb;c»wwsM^iAi(k 
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Robertson and you were uaed to howff the» 
gkber? Somegate about tlie Laigh CakcHi^ 
I am thinking.'* 

The simple and dispirited pxl kad thus 
£ur foUowai. Mr Sharpttlaw's lead^ because 
he had artfully adjusted Im observaticms to 
Ihe thoughts he vriis pretty certajtn must be 
passing througk her owii mind^ so tkat ber 
«iswers 'became a kind of thinking alpud^ 
« inocid into which those who are either coii* 
^titiitionkHy absent in mind, or are rendei!!^ 
so by the temporary pressure of misfi^ltune^ 
Dmy.be easily kd by a skilful tr^n of sug- 
i;estsoo& : But the last obsigrva^on of the 
procurator-fiscal was- too much of the jni^ 
iiure of a direct interrogat€»7» and it broke 
die charm accordingly, . 
. ^ What was it that I w«s saying ?^ sud 
<Bffi^ staining. up from her reclibing pos* 
ture, seating, herself upright, and. hastily 
.iBhading her dishevelled hair back from her 
wasted, but still beautiful countenance. Sh^ 
,ixt>d her eyes boldly and keenly ttpcm Shar- 
.fiUaw.;--r*^ You are too much of a gfi^ie- 
mani sir—^too much of an honest maui to 
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ii^e any notice of what a poBlr Cieatore 
like me aays^.th^ oid hardly ca^ my^ sense* 
my ain-**6od help me P' j 

" Advantage !-^I would be of some ad- 
vantage to you if I could,** said Sharpitlaw^ 
in a soothing tone ; ^< and I ken naething 
sae likely to serve ye, Effie, as gripping ^s 
raaeal, Robertson.'' 

a 

.. «( O dinna misca' him, sir, that never mis* 
ca'd you !•-— Robertson ?f~I am sure I had 
naething to say against ony man o' the 
name, and naething will I say." 

** But if you do not heed your own mis* 
litetune, Bffie> you should mind what d}s- 
tre sa bebas . brcn^h t on your family." 

^^ id J Heaven help me !" exclaimed poor 
EflSe-r-^^ My poor father-i— my'dear Jeanie 
•^Oy that^s sairest to bide of a' ! O, sir,; 
if yon hae ony kindness— if ye bae: ony 
touch of compasm>n— -for a' the folk J see 
here are as hard as the wa'-stanes—f If ye 
wad but bid them let my sister Jeanie in 
liie next time she ca^s ! for when I hear 
them put her awa' firae the door, and-c»Dna 


4 
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lot TAjEJM Off MHJ^moumwL 
^4tfnib:up iml^ Mii^ mjoAw to see #m 

wudclras h&r g^wi^liJl:,^ lift i^^jtOffttiM 
out o' my judgmeitfL^^ • A«i dif Pmifcc d hb 
Urn wiliiiailisd df eatreaiy 89 oynM^et 

&flt pQFpofe of^Hsaiili^' r ' ^ : i 

<< if you'll teUme^'-^tfaediiitsrxu^t^ 

tfaer you tdi me ariyr d4i^|^^)|riHAr 
ing, be rose* up aad^lcft tlMr»ap»tpn^ 

served^ f^ lib^mmi^^llm 
fio makJDgmMoh ufAjt fapic 1 . r3SI<<|aa<faiBg 
Ihai^e cleaitedp»>tlkat%ffiii»yiM^ has 
kecA ihe fatfaor^f :iiw?k0apgi^j asiA Jdr^miEl 
^vager a boddle si mU >bfi;>iMM)l«6it^ sftiel- 
mri' Jeanie'Deam^lM :»i^^ m^ ^ Mhaciit t^ 
Gak A, mH tb^re ntcTH^inil faM|i^ Jiai^ or mp 
name t» &0t GiideoB Sbiipfibtoia^'^:> ^ 
- *^ But^t said: Rartdlifei: pibfa^ liecaosf 
ha i»sai in nof burr y! I& ;»ee IKi)^itiU]]^ irtii«&r 
ms Iftie to he connected Witb^n^'^iepaeryi 
and apprehension of Robertson, << as that 
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wtiie theerae, Mr Butler wad hae keim'd 
tl» msa n the KifigVPaifc to be the BUmt 
fftpapm m^ him in Madge Wildfire's clme, 
that heaided the mob/' ^ 

'^ lliai makeiMedtAirencey man,'^ replied 
IM^vpillur^*^ Aedreaa, the lights the emu 
fim^ ^nd flaayb«4^ptid» O' a blackit eoriff^ 
or a slake o' pattit^cm^ RattoDi I have 
seen ye dreis yoi«p^ak«ieU| t)iat the deevit ye 
beWg to^^vrstno hae itoMe oath t'ye.'' 

«< And that's true, too>'' said RatcUife^ 
' « Add besMesi ye^doanard earle^** con* 
liiiiedciShsirt^tlaw^tfiiimpiMU^ •^the^mk 
ttiater ^i&i^ lajFr %6a^ Imew 

MQMtlibg 4f 4be featuies'dfihe biritte^thai 
yoho to bim im the Pkaui^ki though he cbiM 
Mt ehffige^ h|a fbemory ^l^eH or whm ho 

^ itM eiiMeoty iheof yourfaonovif will bo 

f!|ht^^ told aatdiffe/ 
r; Vv^en, ftati );^00 and 1 1^ go with 4ih» 

pMyeursdUo Ibis m^P^'aiid see him to 

gri(C»^ ^^ are AonO ii^Mm«^ 

^ I seena laoohle^use I caa bo o^ to youar^ 

hdooiiiV*' sold l|a^Ulte^ r^kotaatly*. - 
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; a Use ?*f answered Siarpitlaw— " Ymir 
can guide the parQr*— yoakeri the groimAi 
Besides, 1 do not intend to quit sight o* yoat* 
my good friend, till I have him in band^*^ . 

/< Weel, sir/' said Ratclifife, btit in no 
joyful tone qf acquiescence ; *^ Ye mautt 
hae it your ain way— but mind he's a dea^ 
pemte man.** 

<« We shall* have that with us," answered 
Sharpitlaw, <* that will s^ile him^ ifitia 
necesmry »'* 

, «< But, sir,'' answered Rat6li£Eb» '^ I am 
sure I eouldna undertake to guide youtO^ 
Muschat's Cairn in the! night-time ; I 'ken the 
ylaoe^ as mony does^ in fair day-iigbt» baft 
howtofind it bymoonshine, aniang sae mon^r 
crags and*8tanes» as l&e to eadi other as die 
collier to the de'il, is mair than I can teU. I. 
fl^glit as soon seek mooctohine in water.^ 

'< What's the meanipg o' this, RatcKflfe r. 
•aid ^Sharpitlaw, while he fixed his eye -on 
the recusaat, witb a fatal and ominous ex^- 
pression, — ^* Have you forgotten that yoii 
are sti& under sentence erf" death r 

<< No, sir," said Ratdiffb, <*^ that's a thing 
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10 easily put out o' memory; iaiid if my 
preseqce be judged necessiuy^. nae doubt 1 
nauQ gang wi' your honour. Blit I was 
/^gaun to tell your honour of ane that baa 
fmsir skeel o* the gate than me» and that's 
e'en Madge Wildfire."' 

V The deWl she has !— Do you thmk me 
as mad as she is» to trust to her guidance on 
spgh an occasion ?» 

>^ << Yo^r. honour is best judge»'^ apswen^ 
Ratcliffe ; ** but I ken I can keep her in 
tune, and gar her h^ud the straight path*-^ 
she aflen sleeps. out or rambles about amang 
thae^ hills the hale jsipmer nigjfit, thetdtft 
limmer." 

^< Well, Ratcliffe," replied the procurar^ 

. ^tor-fiscal, ^^ if you think she can guide us 

the right wayr-but^take heed to what.yoo 

are about-^y<mr life dependU on your b^ia^r 


viour.** 


. /*lt's a sair judgme^nt on a; mail/' said 
JRatcli£fe, ^< when he has ance gane sae iar 
.wrsmg as I hae ^^^ that de'tl a bit he em 
be honest, tiy't .whj^k way he wilL" 
^ Such was the x»flecti^.oi!BA|c|^^ 


%9\m' Iiift ;fov ft ^itw^vAmiikBtQ.hutatif,. 
Ivblie tite retginer o€ justice jiMtit tb pm^ 
were'ft^per wiUMml^ iMid giv^ tli» nuetS' 
«uy «lireetittim/ ': ' 

firee from the walls of the city, and eifCef-^ 
iD|p4]{ioii^<C open gi^uiid. Arthur** Stet^ 
like a cbiichaiit Mbti of ittnieiifie fiize-^S»- 
lisbury Grag8» like a, huge t»elt or gitdle 0£ 
jgtii^i nvere dimly %^bte. Holding theii^ 
fpaHi akiog the^ soiith^m^ side of the Catioiiii 
^tey they: gained the AM>ey of fioi^^rood^ 
fjlbii8e» andr from thence found their way^ 
by step ^and slUe into the Kang^ Fkrk« 
Ihey weiae at firat four in number*«Naa effi^ 
0m of jostace and' Sharpitkwy, who were 
mtU anftdd wkh pistok And euttassesjvRMi^ 
{|li8e, ^tyw^u not trusted 'i;?iih ^oapoM^, 
It9t h§ lO^ht, peradveiltitre^. have used« 
them on the wrong side j and the femaie.. 
Sift at Uie last stile, wheii they entered the 
CSiase, they w€m joined by dthejesftwooAi 
«M6, whoai Shai|>itlaW| deitfrous^ta secant- 
sufficient Satce for his purpose, and at' die 
tame time to avoid c^servation, had direct* 
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•«*l^«wk€pf litti«t«lilififtoe. IttHift 
tt«r#ii wMMMn iof siraigth mth •otfitf 
dM^wetade, £^ ke Ittd hUlicr^ 
i%«l|r<duit Robertsoii, 'who wasab^ 
Md atlii^ yomg ^low, mt^t have.niade 
iiJaMcafie Aon Sharpttbtw and the ofiea, 
I7 &m or igOi^, widiout b» beiag i^^ 
flitad* in the matter. Bat die ^rmeot 
fttu^tk of the fidlowcffs of jadttoe mai 
yWif e ww iggf sod the 00I7 node of ia» 
9^f fUibotiony (which the <^ nnner irat 
mA ^qpJMed to do, pwddiog always he 
coold accomplish his purpose without cosa^ 
fmmam$ his own sd&ty)^ must be by con* 
%rimm; ^t he should have some signal 
^4li^ approach* It was probably widi 
this view that Katdiie had Fcqaested the 
addKtfoB 4^ Madge to the party, havfaig 
isamiderable confidence in her propcnsi^ 
lita «D ^lert her lungs« Indeed, she bad 
ekeady given them so many spectm^s of 
her dattorouis loqnacfty, that ^wpitta* 
lialf:determined to send her back with one 
of Ihe oilcers, rather than cawy lbnw«:d in 
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his 'odoipany » pjerson so extrtmely flh|iteft 
fifiod to be a guide in a^ secret iracpedttfaih 
it seemed, too, as if the open ur, :the ap^ 
proaeh to the hill% asd the ascent of tfae 
inoon, sup]>osed to be sa porteHtous^ ofer 
tfaose whose brain is infirm, made her spmtM 
me in a degree : tenfold more loquadoos 
than she Imd hitherto exhibited.^ - "[Ed li^ 
leuce her by fidr imms seemed impoasH^'i 
auf^ritative commands > and coaxiiigiCB» 
Katies she^et alike at dep^oej, and tiiQcaia 
only made her mlky,'and altogetfifer' ia* 
tnctable. ' -^ 

^ Is there no mie of you," said Skaq^ 
law, impatiently, ^ that knows tke way^to 
this aceursed place-^tiiis Nicol Mascheat^ 
Cairn— excepting this mad clavering^idiotl? 

^ De'il ane o' diem kens it, except m^ 
adi," exclaimed Madge ; <^ how sidd tNgr^ 
iiie poor ftde cowards ? BiH; I- hae sat on 
tfae grave firae bat fleeing time till cooky 
#ow, and had mony a fine crack wi' Nicol 
Muschat and Ailte Muscha^ that are lyiUig, 
deeping below*? 
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^ The ^evfli fkkt y<mrcaay hndn^" saii 
Sharpklaw ; <* wQl you not allow the mea 
to answer a question r^ 

The c&cerSf obtaining a momenfli au^ 
die^ce while Ratcliffe diverted Madge^t 
attention^ dedared that» though they bad 
a ge&ccal knowledge of the spot, they could 
not undertake to guide the party to it bj 
the uncertain light of the moon, with such 
aecuia^ as toinsuce success to their ezpi^ 

'^ What sh^> we do^ KatcK&i^ said 
Shairpitlav ; *^ if he sees us befure wib ,sef . 
htm,— apd that% what he is certain to do> if , 
^e^ff> stf olUng abotti* without keeping the 
atnight roadt«-*we may ind gude day to th« 
J€& ; and I wad rather lose one hundred 
pooiHH baith for the credit of the poUcd, 
4UMi because the Provost says somebody 
w^im he hanged for this job o* Parteoui^ 
come o*t what likes." i 

** 1 think/' said Batcliffe, <^ we m^ufl 
just try Madge; ^d Til see if I can g^ hef 
keepit in ony better order. And at oi^ 
xate^ if )ie suM hear her skirling b^r aul4 


\ 
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ends o* taifg8» he's no to h^tt for that Hiat 
Ifberels ony body wi' her." 

<' That's true," s^ Sharptttaw y '« ^nd 
if he thinks her alone he's as like to co'me 
towards lier as to rm frae hen So set ism- 
ward--*we have lost ower siiicSlI^ time 4Li 
ready-»-40e to get her to keep tiie xight 
Toa^'V '.:...; •.:\ .. ..'f 

. << And what 'Sort o^ :hoii8e does- J^sci]| 
Jlf OfMthat^dlm vifo^^ keef^ nowi^ la^t&afr. 
cSlfe to the mad-woman, by way 4if.']i4- 
iiwaftuing. hefc vein of c fblly j ' " : th^' Wero- 
but thrawh fi>Hc jtang syne^ iia^ a' tales 1^ 
truel'* ' 

•« Ou^ ttyi ay, ay — but a^i fbi^ottennow^^ 
replied Madge, in the confidential tone of ja 
gossip giving the histmy of her mxtJdmfli 
neighbot^v-^*^ ¥0 see Ispdke to them sijiM^. 
and'tauld th^m byganes suld be b^ganittfA. 
her throatNi saii tnisgaggled and maifafok- 
ered though ; she wears her borpae^shott 
drawn weel up to tide it, 61^ thit ciitana 
binder the Iduid s^ing throi^> ye ^km • % 
iiettssed b!^ to ^A it in St Aothoviy's Wett, 
and that iKitt^ cleanse^ il^ ony 4!ifiin^ eaii^Btlt 
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(key ulj blnid nev0 Iriiaohes out o' Uneil 
^th— Deaom Sindcit^ new cteansiog 
dnijNi ifiona cto^!**--! Isiod them niTsdl on 
a bit rag we hae at I^Mkie that was mailed 
wPiba Unid of a faft fekidtng wean that waa 
hwt some gat^ bnfe^wit it winna, corner 
WM y^ tasy 1imte§ queer; but I wiU 
bri^ it out to at AuAtmft^himed WeH 
aeore bra^ nig^ JMfc m« this, and 111 cry 
«p Ailie Musehat, aad $lm and I wtU hae 
z grand bodkiilg^waBUim', aixL bleach our 
daisein tJbe beams of thebbonjrLady Moon, 
tf»t'f fiar pleasantef to me than the Bun^i-the 
auii'e owdt lietf and km ye» ctunmefs, my 
hfmm are bet aneiugh already* But ti)e 
HMoOt 4Kad the dew, and the night*wind, 
Ibc^y a^re just Uke a callar fcail»blade laid on 
Hiy brow; and whiles I think the moon 
just riiines on purpose to pleasure me, when 
oaebody sees her but mysell/' 

This raving dtscourse she continued witli 
pirodigious volubility, wsdking on at a great 
Pl^, and dragging Ratcliffe along with hei^ 
while he endeavoured, io appearance ft 
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leasts if not in reality, to induce Tier to md^ 
derate her voice« , 

AU at once, she stopped short upon the 
top of a little hitlock^ gaized upward fixedly^ 
ftnd said not one word for the Apace of five 
minutes. <* What the dievH is the matttr 

* « 

with her now?*' said SharpitlawtoEatclifie-* 
« Can you notget her forward?*' / » 

V •< Ye mmin just take a grain o' patience 
wi' her, sir/' said Ratciiffe. '' She'U no gae 
)a foot faster than she likes hersel.^ . . 
*« B— n her. Til take care she has her 
time in Bedlam or Bridewdl, or both, for 
fehe^s both mad and mischievous.'' In the 
meanwhile, Madge, who had looked v«y 
pensive when she 'first stopped, suddenly 
burst into a vehement fit of laughter, then 
paused and sighed bitterly,— then was sei* 
sed with a second fit of laughter,— then fix«* 
ed her eyes on the moon, lifted up h» voices 
and sung,-** 

•^ Good ewen, food fair moony good even to thee ; 
I piiAeo^ dear noon, now show to mo 
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.lObrform und the.featurai, the t^eedi aad degrte, w 
Of the man that true lover of mine shall be. 


<* But.I need not nsk that of the bonny 
Lady Moon-~I ken that weel aneugh my* 
aiel— y/meJove though he wasna — But nae^ 
body shall nay that I ever tauld a word 
about the matter-^But whiles I wiah the 
bairn had lived*— Weel, God guide u% 
there's a heaven aboon us a"^-— (here she 
sighed bitterly) ^< and a booQy moon, and 
Al^ems in it forbye," (and bere she laughed 
once more). 

. ^ Are we to stand here all night 7^ said 
Shaipitlaw, very impatiently. *< Drag hef 
forward." 

" Ay, wr," siud RatcHffe^ " if we kenn'd 
wbilk way to drag her, that would settle it 
at ance. — Come, Madge, hiony,'' address- 
ing her, " we'll no be in time to see Nicol 
aad his wifei unless ye show us the road." 

<< In troth and that I will, Ratton," said 
she, seizing him by the arpo, and resuming 
her route with huge strides, considering it 
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^0*4 feiimle whi> took them* ^* Atid Til 
tell yCt Ratton, blithe vrill Nice! Muschat 
be to see ye, for he says he kens weel there 
isna sic a villain out o' hell as ye are, and 
he wad be ravished to hae a cradk wi' yoa 
•-^like to Uke, ye ken~-its a proverb never 
lails-Hmd ye are bakh a pair o- the deevifs 
peats, I trow«-«hard to ken whilk deserves 
Ihe hettMt corner o' his ingle-side.'' 

Ratdiffis was conscience-struck, and could 
not forbear making aii involuntary protest 
iBgimst ^is claisificataofi*^. ^ I neiver ri>^ 
blood,** he rejriiied^ 

*^ But ye hae sauld it, Ratton— ye hae 
sauld blood nnwy a tiipe. |*oIk kill wi* the 
tongue as weel las wi' the hand— wi* the 
word as wed &» yfif the gulley,— 

^' It is the boniiy bntcber lad, 
That veart the deeves ef bkie, 

He seUfl the flesh OB Saturddyj 
On Fridqr Ihat he slew." 

V 

, 1 

** And what is that I am doing now^' 


*w* 
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thought RatcHffe. « Bat 1*11 hae nae wyte 
of Robertson's young bluid, if I can help 
if f then speaking apart to Madge, he ask- 
6d her, " Whether she did not remember 

» 

ohy o* her auld sangs ?'* 

^* Mony a dainty ane," said Madge j "and 
blithely tan I siqg them, for lightsome 
sangs make meriy gate." And she sang, — 

« 

^ When the gledd's in the blue cleud, 

The lavrock lies 9tiH; , 
Wheo the bound's in the green-wood^ 

The bind keeps the hiU." 

^< Silence her cursed noise, if y6u should 
throttle her/* sdd Sharpitlaw j . " I see 
somebody yonder.— Keep close, iay bojrs, 
and creep round the shoulder of the height. 
George Fbinder, stay you with RatcHfFe and 
that mad bitch ; and you other two, come 
with me round under the shadow of the 
brae.*' 

And he crept forward with the stealthy 
pace of an Indian savage, who leads biff 
band to surprise an unsuspfecting party" of 
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some hostile tribe. Ratcllffe saw them 
glide off^ avoiding the moonlighti and keep- 
ing 3S much in the shade as possible. 
" Robertson's done up," said he to himself; 
^* thae young lads are aye sae thoughtless. 
What deevil could he hae to say to Jeanie 
Deans, or to ony woman on earth, that he 
suld gang awa and get his neck raxed for 
*her ? And this mad quean, afler cracking like 
a pen-gun, and skirling like a pea-hen for 
the hale night, behoves just to hae hadden 
her tongue when her clavers might have 
done som^ gude ! But it's aye the way wi' 
women ; if they ever baud their tongues 
ava', ye may swear it's for mischief^ I wish 
I could sjst her on again without this blood- 
sucker kenning what I am doiog. But 
he's as gleg as Mackeachan's elshin, that 
ran through sa:s: plies of bend-leather and 
half an inch into the king's heel." 

He then began to hum, but in a very 
low and suppressed tone, the first stanza of 
a favourite ballad of Wildfire's, the words 
of which bore some distant analogy with 

10 
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the situation of Robertson, trusting that 
the power of association would not fail to 
Isring the rest to her. mind : 

** There's a bloodhound ranging Tinwald Wood» 

There's hameM glancing gheen ; 
Hiere's a maiden sits on Tinwald brae. 

And she sii\gs loud between," 

Madge had no soonet received the catch- 
word, than she vindicated Ratcliffe's sagaci- 
ty by setting off at score with the song : 

*' O sleep ye sound. Sir JameSf she said. 

When ye suld rise and ride ? 
There's twenty men, wi' bow and blade^ 

Are seeking where ye hide." 


Though Ratcliffe was at a considerable 
distance from the spot called Muschat's 
Cairn, yet his eyes, practised lik^ those of 
a cat to penetrate darkness» could mark 
that Robertson had caught the alarm« 
George Poinder, less keen of sights or less 
attentive, was not aware of his flight any 
more than Sharpitlaw and his assistants, 
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whose view, though they w£Pe congklerably 
aeaier to the cairn, was intercepted hy the 
broken nature of the gr4}und uod^ which 
they were screening themselves, ^t length, 
however, after the interval of five or six ini. 
notes, they ajso perceived that Robertson 
had fled, and rushfsd hs^tily towards the 
place, while Sharpitlaw called out aloud, in 
the harshest tones of a voice which resem- 
bled a saw-nMll at ¥H>rk, ^ Ghase, lads — chase 
— baud the brae — I see him on the edge of 
the hilL" Then hcdlpwing back to the 
rear-guard of his detachment, he issued his 
farther ordjeirs^: ^* lUtcUffe* come here, and 
detain the woman-^-rlaeorge, rim smd kepp 
the stile at the Duke's Walk — RatclifFe, 
-come here direotly'--*but first knock out 
^at mad bitch's brainp." 

<< Ye had better ria for it, Madge," 
said Rate^fe, ^for it*s M dealipg wi^ an 
angry man." 

Madge Wildfice was not so absduteiy 
void of common sense as not to under- 
ataad this inuendaj and while IUtcU£^ ia 

A 
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seemingly anxious haste of obedience, has- 
tened to the spot where Sharpitlaw waited, 
to deliver up Jeanie Deans to his custody^. 
she fled with all tlie dispatch she could 
exert in an opposite direction. Thus the 
whole party were separated, and in rapid 
motion of fUglA or pufn^t, ^cepting Rat- 
clifie and Jeanie, whom, although making 
ii6 attempt to escape^ he held fast by the 
cloak^ and who remained standing by Mbs* 
chat's Cairn. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

You have paid the heavens your funcdoui and the^ prisontv 
tbe very debt of your calling. 

Measure fir Measure* 

j£ANi£ Deans,— -for her own story unites 
itself with that part of the narrative which 
broke off at the end of chapter II., — while 
she waited, in terror and amazement, the 
hasty advance of three or four men towards 
her, was yet more startled at their suddenly 
breaking asunder, and giving chase in dif- 
ferent directions to the late object of her 
terror, who became at that moment, though 
she could not well assign a reasonable cause, 
rather the cause of her interest. One of 
the party (it was Sharpitlaw,) came straight 
up to her, and saying, ^* Your name is 
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Jeanie Deans, atid you are my prisoner," 
immediately added, ** but if you will tell 
me which way he ran I will let you go." 

"I dinna ken, sir," was all the poor girl 
eould utter ; and indeed it is the phrase 
which rises most readily to the lips of any 
person in her rank, as the readiest reply to 
srny ^embarrassing question. 

•* But ye ken wha it was ye were speak- 
ing wi', my leddy, on the hill side, aind mid- 
night sae near f ye surely ken that^ my 
bonny woman ?" 

^ I dinna ken, sir,'' again iterated Jeanie, 
who really did not comprehend in her ter- 
ror the nature of the questions which were 
so hastily put to her in this moment of sur^ 
prise. 

«* We will try to mend your memory 
by and bye, hinny," said Sharpitlaw, and 
shouted, as we have already told the reader, 
to Ratcliffe, to* come up and take charge of 
her, while he himself directed the chase after 
Robertson,, which he still hoped might be 
successful. As Ratcliffe approached,^.Sharp* 
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itlawpiidied the young woman towards hiift 
with some rudeness, and betaking himself 
to 1^ more importsmt ob^cts of his quest, 
hegapi to scale crags and scramble up steep 
faiupkks, with 4n agi^ty of which hb profes^ 
m&^ and his general gravity q£ deineanot^ 
would previously have argued him incapa- 
ble. In a few miflutes there was no one 
within H^9 and only a distant balko from 
on^ of the pursuers to the other, faintly 
hear^ 96. the side of the bill, argued that 
there was any one within hfiarioig* Jeanie 
Deans was left in thed^vr moooHgiM;, stand- 
ifig under the guat^ oi a person of whom 
she knew jnothiog, and, what was worse, 
coscermng whom, as the reader is well 
aware, she could have learned nothing that 
would not have iiscreased her terror* 

When all in the distance was silent. Rat* 
clifie for the first time addressed her, and 
it was in that cold sarcastic indifferent tone 
familiar to habitual depravity, whose crimes 
are instigated by custom rather than by 
passion, " This is a braw night for ye, 
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dearie," he smd, aiteiii|>tiBg to i^ais his arm 
across hef i^ulder^ ^< to be on th^ freen 
bill wi' your jo/' Jeame extricated hersidf 
frcM hid gra^Pf but did ibot make any ie- 
^p <* I think lads and lasses^" continued 
the ruffito^ «< dinha meit at Muschat^a 
CtAtn at iftidiiight to cnck Buts," ahd he 
i^am attempted to take hold df her. 

<^ If ye are an officer of justice^ m/* 
said Jeank^ again eluding his attempt t^t 
detae her^ ^ jt delserve to have your coat 
stripped from your batik." ^ 

^ Very t^iie, hinny,** said he, succeed*: 
ing forcibly in his attempt to seiae hbr». 
*' bttfe suppose I lE^ould strip ybur cloak off 
first (^ 

<^ Ye fare moife a mvnr^ I am sure^ ihan 
to hurt me^ sir,"^ saM Jeanie ; ^ for Ood's^ 
saiie, have pity on* a hai£^disferadted cre^ 
tiifeP^ ' 

" Cotiie, cdiite," said Ratclifife, " ydft*i% 
a good-lookiA^ #eiloh» and should htft bo 
crosi^-graihed. I was* gdng to be aur hottest 
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man— but the devil has this very day^ flung' 
first a lawyer^ and then a woman, in my^ 
gate* ril tell you what, Jeanie, they are 
out on the hill-side— if you'll be guided by 
me, rU carry you to a wee bit corner in the 
Heasance, that I ken o' in an auld wife'^ 
that a- the prokitors o' Scotland wot nae^ 
thing o', and well send Robertson word to 
meet us in Yorkshire, for there is a set o' 
braw lads about the mid-land counties, that 
I hae dune business, wi' before now, and 
sae we'll leave Mr .Sbarpitlaw to whistle on 
his thumb»'^ 

^ It wad fortunate for Jeanie, in an emer- 
gency like the pri^sent, that she possessed 
presence of mind and courage, so soon as 
t)ie first hurry of surprise had.^iabled her 
to. rally her recollection. She saw the riiA: 
she was in from a ruffian, who not only was 
such by profession, but had that evening 
been stupifying^ by means of strong liquors, 
the intern£d aversion which he felt at the 
business on which Sharpitlaw.had resolved 
to employ him* 
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•* Dinna speak sae loud," said she, in a 
low voice, " he's up yonder." 

« Who ?— Robertson ?" said Ratcliffe, 
eagerly. 

" Ay,** replied Jeanie ; •* up yonder ;" 
and she pointed to the ruins of the hermit- 
age and chapel. 

*« By G— d, then !" said Ratcliffe, \' Til 
make my ain of him, either one way or 
other— wait for me here." 

But no sooner had he set off, as fast as 
he could run, towards the chapel,' than 
Jeanie started in an opposite direction, 
over high and low, on the nearest path 
homeward. Her juvenile exercise as a 
herds-woman, had put << life and mettle" 
in her beels^ and never had she followed 
DuBtiefoot, when the cows were in the corn, 
with half so much speed as she now clear* 
ed the distance betwixt Muschat's Cairn 
and her father's cottage at Saint Leonard's. 
To lift the latch — to enter— to shut, bolt, 
and double bolt the door — to draw agdinst 
it a heavy article of furniture, (which she 
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could not have moved in a moment of less 
energy^) so as to make yet farther provision; 
against violence, was almost the work of a 
moment^ yet done with such silence as equal-, 
led the celerity. 

Her next anxiety was upon her fa* 
ther's account, and she drew silently to. 
the door of hia apartment, in order to 
satisfy herself whether he had been dis* 
turbed by her return. He was awake»— • 
probably had slept but little ; but the con« 
stant presence of his own sorrows, the dis 
tance of his apartment from the outer-door 
of the house^ and the pweac^ions whidi 
Jeaaie bad taken to conceal her depar<^ 
ture ^nd return, had prevented bim from 
being sensible of either. He was enga- 
ged in hia devoti^Mis, ^nd Jeanie could 
distinctly hear bim. use these words : *^ And 
for the other child thou bast given me tot 
bte a comfort and stay to my old age, x^\ 
her daya be long in th^ land^ according ta 
the promise thou bast given to those who: 
shall lionour father and mother } may all 
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her {mrcbas^ and promised blesdings be 
multiplied upon her ; keep her in Uie 
watches of the night, and in the upristhg 
of the morning, that all in this land may 
know that thou hast not utterly hid thy 
&ce from those that s^ek thee in troth and 
in sincerityi'' He was silent,r but probably 
coniasnied his petition in the strong fervency 
of imntsd devoti(m« 

His daughter retired to her apartment^ 
eomfoited, that white she was exposed to 
danger^ her head had been corered by 
tiie pdayers ci the just as by an hel<i 
met| and under the strong confidence^ 
that while she walked worthy of the pro-r 
tectioii of Heaven^ she would experience 
its countenance. It wsb in that moment 
that a vague idea first dart^ across heo 
mind^ that something m^ht yet be adfaieved 
t&t her sister^s saiisty, conscious as she now 
w^s of hep inn^neence of the untAtai^si mur- 
tber with which she stood ebai^ged. It 
cMff^, as she described i«^ m h« mind like 
a sun^ink on a* stormy sea ; and aithoQgli 
it instantly v^nished[^ yet she felt a dcgwe 
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of composure which she had not experi^ 
enced for many days, and. could not help 
being strongly persuaded, that, by soine 
means or other, she would be called upon, 
and directed, to work out her sister's deli- 
verance. She went to bed, not forgetting 
her usual devotions, the more ferventlyi 
made on account of her late deliverance^ 
and she slept soundly in spite of her agita^ 
tion. 

We must return to Ratdiffe, who had 
started, like a greyhound from the slipt 
when the sportsman cries halloo, so soon 
as Jeanie had pointed to the ruins. Whe- 
ther he meant to aid Robertson's escape^ 
orto assist his pursuers, may be very doubts 
fill ; perhaps he did not know himself, but 
had resplved to be guided by.circumstances* 
He hiad no opportunity, however, of doing 
either ; foa* he had no sooner surmounted 
the steep ascent,. and entered under the 
broken arches of the ruins, than a pistol was 
presented at his head, and a harsh voice 
commanded him, in the king's name, to 
surrender himself prisoner, f * Mr Sbarpit* 
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I«w»" said Ratcli£fe, surprised, << is this your 
honour ?'* 

" Is it only you, and be d— d to you ?*• 
answered the fiscal, still more disappoint- 
ed—** what made you leave the woman ?** 

^ She told me she saw Robertson go into 
&e ruins, so I made what haste I could to 
cleek the callanf 

^* It's all over now,'' said Sharpitlaw; 
** we shall see no more of him to-night; but 
he shall hide himself in a bean*hool, if he 
remains on Scottish ground without my 
finding him.— Call back the people. Rat- 
cliffe/' 

Ratcliffe hollowed to the dispersed offi- 
cers, who* willin^y obeyed the signal ; for 
probably there was no individual among 
them who would have been much desirous 
of a rencontre hand to hand, and at a dis- 
tance from his comrades, with such an acr 
live and* desperate fellow as Robertson. 

^* And where are the two women T said 
Sharpitlaw. 

<* Both made their heels serve them, I 
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suspect," replied Ratcliffe, and he hummed" 
the end of the old song — 


^ Then h^y play up the rin ftwa' bride^ 
For she has ta'en the gee« 


ff 


*^ One wbrnani"^ said Sharpitkw^^-^for^ Vki 
all rogues, he was a greltt Galummitoi* of 
the fdir seX|—- ^ i^ eilough to^ dark the fairest 
ploy that ever was planned ; and Ik^w coald 
I be such an ass as to explect to carry 
through a job that had two iid it f But we 
know how to come by them both, if they 
are wanted, thafs one good thing*'' 

Accordingly^ like a defeated general^ 
sud' and sulky^ he led back bis diseomSted 
ibrces to the metropolis, and dismissed 
tbem for the night. 

The next morntBg early he wa^ iinde^ 
the necesdity of makinj^ his report to the 
sittiBfg magistrate of the day. The gentle- 
man who occupied the chair of office on this 
occasion (for the baillies^ AngUce aldermen^ 
tike it by rotation) chanced to be the same 
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by whom Bttdef was committed, a perMa 
very geaerdly respected among bis fdiow^ 
citizens. SomettiiDg he was of a humourist^ 
tod rather deficient in general education ; 
but acutCf prtient, and u{mght» ]po8sessed 
ai a fortune acquired by honest mdu^ry^ 
wUch made him perfectly independent; 
and, in short, v^ry happily qualified to sup*- 
port the respectability of the oi&ot wliioh 
be hdk}., 

Mt Middlebnrgh had just taken hi% seat» 
and was debating, in an animated manlier^ 
with one of his colleagues^ tiie doubtful 
chances of a game at golf which ihey had 
played the day before^ when a letter was 
delivered to him, addressed ^< For Baillie 
Middleburgh ; These : to be forwarded with 
speed.*^ It contained these words :-^ 

''Sib, 

<< I know you to be a sensible and a con« 
siderate magistrate, and one who, as such, 
will be content to worship God, though the 
devil bid you. I therefore expect tha](. 
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notwithstanding the signature of this letter 
acknowledges my share in an action, which^ 
in a proper time and place, I would not 
fear either to avow or to justify, you will 
not on that account reject what evidence 
I place before you. The clergyman, But- 
ler, is innocent of aU but involuntary pre* 
sence at an action which he wanted spirit 
to approve of, and from which he endeavour- 
ed, with his best set phrases, to dissuade 
us. But it was not for him that it is my 
hint to speak. There is a woman in your 
jail, fallen under the edge of a law so crue^ 
that it has hung by the wall, like unscour- 
ed armour, for twenty years, and is now 
brought down and whetted to spill the 
blood of the most beautiful and most in- 
nocent creature whom tlie walls of a pri- 
son ever girdled in. Her sister knows of 
her innocence, as she communicated 1x> her 
that she was betrayed by a villain.— O that 
high Heaven 

< Would put in every honest hand a whip^ 

Ico scourge me such a viUain through the world !* 
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** I write distractedly — But this girl-^this 
Jeanie Deans, is a peevish puritan^ super* 
stitious and scrupulous after the manner of 
her sect ; and I pray your honour, for so 
my phrase must go^ to press upon her, that 
her sister's life depends upon her testimony. 
But though she should remain silent, do 
not dare to think that the young woman is 
goilty~-far less to permit her execution. 
BrCmember the death of Wilson was fear- 
fully avenged ; and those yet live who caD 
compel you tM drink the dregs of your 
poisoned cbalice«^-*-I say, remember Porte- 
ouS|«— and say that yoii had good coansel 
from 

" One of his Slaters.'' 

The magistrate read over this extraordi- 
nary letter twice or thrice. At first he was 
tempted to throw it aside as the production 
of a madman^ so little did << the scraps from 
pIay-*bo6ks," as he termed the poetical quo« 
tation, resemble the correspondence of a 
sational being. On a re-perusal, however^ 


140 TAHiS OF My LtANOi-ORU* 

he thought Hbatv amid its incoherence^ he 
could discdver {Something like a tove oF 
awakened palssioik^ t}io%h express^ in « 
manner quaint and unndoaL 

^ ItiAei cruelly severe statete^^' said the 
xna^strate to his assistamt, ^ and I wish the 
girl could ht taken frolli tinder bbe ketc^ 
of it, A child may have been born^^ aind it 
may have been conveyed awiy wbili^ the. 
mother was insensible, or it may have p4^ 
nAed for want of that relief which tire pMr 
creature hersdf,~'helpless, terrified, did- 
tractedy despairing, and exhaasted,-^may 
have been unable to afK>rd to it. And yet it 
is certain, if the woman is found guilty un* 
dei^ the statute, execution will follow. The 
crime has been too common, and examples 
are necessary^' 

^ Bot if this otjier tvench,'* said the city- 
clerk, *^ can speak to her sister c%>miiiuiH« 
eating her situation, it will take the case 
from und^ the statute.'^ 

^ Very true ; amd I will Mralk out ocie t^ 
these days to St Leonardos, and examine 
the girl myself. I know something 6f»their 
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fatht. PeftB&«-aA oM true-blue Cameronian, 
who would see house and family go to wfeck 
ere he would disgrace his testiniooy by a 
sinful complying with the defections of the 
times ; and such he will probably uph<rid the 
taking an oath before a civil magistrate. If 
they are to ga on and flourish wi^ their bull- 
headedi»bstina<;y, the legislature must paei^ 
an act to take their s^rmiitioHs, as in the 
case of Quakers. But surely neither a &- 
tiler nor a sister will scruple in a case of 
Ihis kind. As I said before, I will' go speak 
with them myself, wh^n th^ hurry of this 
Forteous investigation is somewhat over ; 
&eir pride and spirit of contradictioa will 
be ^r lesai alarmed, t^an if they were call- ^ 
ed into a court of justice at once/' 

^< And I suppose Butler is to remain in<- 
carcerated ?" said the city-clerk/ 

" For the present, certainly," said the 
magistrate. •* But I hope soon to set him 
at liberty upon baiL^' 

« Do you rest upon the testimony of that 
light-headed letter ?" said the clerk. 

^ Not very nmch,*' acnswered the baillie j 
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<^ and yet diere is something striking «I>OQt 
it too-*-it seems the letter of a man besid<^ 
himself, either from great agitation^ or great 
sense of guilt/* 

^* Yes/* said the town-clerk, " it is very 
like the letter of a mad strolling play-actor^ 
who deserves to be hanged with all the rest 
of his gang, as your honour justly observes." 

** I was not quite so blood-thirsty/' con- 
tinued the magistrate. *^ But to the point. 
Butler's private character is excellent ; and 
I am given to understand, by some enquiries 
I have been making this morning, that he 
did actually arrive in town only the day be» 
fore yesterday, so that it was impossible he 
could have been concerned in any previous 
machinations of these unhuppy rioters, and 
it is not likely that he should have joined 
them on a suddenty/' 

<< There's no saying anent that---zeal 
« catches fire at a slight spark as fast as a 
brunstane match,** observed the secretary. 
<^ I hae kena*d a minister wad be fair gude 
day and fair gude e*en wi* ilka man in the 
parochine, and hing just as quiet as a rocket 
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L OQ a alick, till ye mentioned the word ab- 
juration- oath, or patronage, or sic like, and 
th^n, whiz, he was off, and up in the air an 
huqdred miles beyond common manners, 
common sense, and common comprehen- 
sion/* 

** I do, not apprehend,** answered the 
burgher-magistrate, ^* that the young man 
Butler's zeal is of so inflammable a charac- 
ter. But I will make further investigation* 
What other business is there before us ?" 

And they proceeded to minute iavesti* 
gations concerning the af&ir of Porteous's 
death, and other affairs through which this 
history has no occasion to trace them. 

In the course of their business they were. 
' interrupted by an old w^m.an of the lower 
rank, who thrust herself into the council- 
room. •* What do you want, good wife ?— 
Who are you ?" 

^* What do I want!** replied she, in a 
sulky tone — " I want my bairn, or I want 
naething frae nane o* ye, for as grind's ye 
are.*' And she we^it on muttering to her- 
selff fWith the way ward.spitef^dijess of age-^ 
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<* Thejr mabn hae k^rdsbrps and humours 
nae disubt---66t then up, the gutter^bloods I 
and de'il a genttetnam ama^g them." — Then 
agcun addressiag the sitting magistrate, 
^ Will ffotip hommr gi'e me. ba<^ my pair 
crazy bairn ^---^His honour ! — I hae kemi'd 
the day when lesa wad sefd him,^ the oe of 
a Campvere skipper*" 

^ ^^ Goodwoman," said the magfttrate to 
this shrewish supplicant, — ^^ tell us what it 
is you want, and do not interrupt the 
courtr * • - 

<< That's as muekle as till say, Bark^ Baw- 
tie, and be dune wi*t ! — I tell ye," raising 
her termagant voice, <^ I want my bairn ! is 

na that braid Scots V* 

> 

•< Who are you?— who is your bairn ?^ 
demanded the magistrate. 

<* Wha am 1 ? — ^wha suld I l)e^ but *Meg 
Murdockson, and wha suld my baini be 
bttt Magdalen Murdockson ? — Your guard- 
soldiers, and your constables^ and your offi- 
cer3, ken us weel aneugh when they rive 
the bits 6* duds afF our backs, and take 
what penny o' sillec we hae, and harle us 
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10 the Correctiomhooae in Leith Wyhd, 
and pettle us up ifV bread and water^ and 
aclike sunketo/' 

«< Who is the?** said the magistrate, 
Rooking round to some of his people. 

^ Other dian a good an^ sir," said oat 
of the city-officersf shrugging his shoulders 
and smiling. 

*< Will ye say si^e V^ said the termtgMt, 
her eye gleaming with impotent fury ; <* an 
I had ye amaog the Frigate- Whins, wadna 
I set my ten talents in your wuzzent face 
for that very word ?'* and she suited tiie 
word to the action, by spreading out a sci 
of claws resembling those of Saint George*! 
dn^n on a country sign-post. > 

^ What does she want here ?'' said the 
impatient magistrate-^^^ Can she not teU 
her business or go away ?*' 

*< It's my bairn!— it's Magdalen Murf, 
4oc)cson Vm wantiq," answered the bel^ 
dame, screaming at the highest pitch oi 
her cradced and mistuned voice— ^ have-? 
na I been telling ye sae this half-faooi? 
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atid if ye are dearf; What needs ye sitcockit 
yp ther^t fttid keep folk' ^emughin' t^ye ihis 
gate?" 

" JSife ^ants het 4aughter> isir,^ said the 
same officer whose itktette^emit had given 
the hag such ofibnee *)^foi?e— *^ her dau^^h. 
ten Who wai» »ti^i^ tip' Jait i^ht^-Madge 
Wildfire, as they ca' her." 
. *• MadjglHiLEJ?mEi'asthey€a**er!" echo- 
ed the berdaiD« ; ^ add what business has 
a h\$ii!kg\m&iikt you to ca' an bo&est wo^ 
fiiaii'si baim^tft o' h<er iAn name T' 

^* An //b;^;^ wotoaft's feairfi, Maggie!'* 
annvreti^d the peace^offic^, sailing and 
iiltaking hl^ head with kU ibot^ical Emphasis 
on the adjeotrve^ and a oaliM»[i€sii <:a)<^la^ 
ted to pr6v<ike td madness the farious bid 

" If I am no honest now, I w^s honest 
awes/' she replied; «* tiiid that's taak thap 
yt3 can say, ye born a^ bred thief^ that 
ilever ken*i'd ithef fOlk^s gear frae yout ahi 
since iJie day ye was clecMt. Honest, say 
fe^i^^ye pykit yofer mother's pduth ^ twsfl*- 
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pennies ^oteh M^hen ye were five years 
auld, just as she' was taking leave o' yoor 
fathier at the fit o' the gallows." 

*< She has you there, George^'' asjd the 
aissfstants, and there was a. general laagh^ 
for the wit was fitted for the meridian of 
the {dace where it^^asidif ered. This ^e 
sera) apfplausis eomewiiat gratified the pas^ 
skins of tiie old hag ; << the grim featareV 
tmiied, and even laoghed^MMbut it was a 
kttgh lof i)ilter fseom; iShe;coadescended, 
however, ad if apf^eised bj the sui^eeas of 
ter 'Sally, to eotptaio h&t business more dts* 
tittctlyy when the magiateMO) ooonmanding 
afleme, again dMired her either io speak 
Mlther^randi or to leave the place. 

^ Ha* batrfi," slie ^lid, f< was her baivn, 
Md tfie canie to feteh hi^ out of ill ;haft 
<atid vansr gaiding. if she waanil saerwtse 
tis ither Mks^, few ither folks had suibred 
4i3 itmiokle as she had dooe.f forbye. diat 
iflie'x^ould ifend the waur for faerseUtwith* 
4n the four wa*s of a jail., i Sim wCMrld 
fpum^ t»f ^% -AprUdesses, and fifly t^/that. 
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that her daughter had never seen Jock 
Porteous, alive or dead, since he had gien 
her a loundering wi' his cane, the neget 
that he wi^, for driving a dead cat at the 
provost's wig on the Elector of Hanover's 
birth-day." 

. Notwithstanding the wretched appear- 
ance and violent demeanour of this wo- 
man, the magistrate felt the justice of her 
argument, that her child might be as dear 
to her as to a more fortunate and more 
amiable mother* H6 proceeded to inves- 
tigate the circumstances which had led to 
Madge Murdoekson's (or Wildfire's,) ar- 
rest^, suid as it was clearly shown that she had 
not been engaged in the riot, be contented 
himself with directing that an eye should 
be kept upon her by the police, but that 
for. die present she should be allowed to 
return home with her mother. During the 
interval of l^tdiing Madge from the jail, 
•the ' magistrate endeavoured to discover 
wiiether her mother had. been privy- to the 
change of dress betwixt that youa^ ws^^an 
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and Robertson. But ^om this point he could 
obtain no light. She persisted in decla- 
ring, that she had never seen Robertson 
since his remarkable escape during ser« 
vice-time ; and that if her daughter had 
changed clothes with him, it must have 
been during her absence at a hamlet about 
two miles out of town, called Dudding. 
stone, where she could prove that she pa3$. 
ed that jeventAil night. And, in fact, one 
of the town-officers, who bad been search* 
iDg for stolen linen at the cottage of a 
washer-woman in that village, gave his 
evidence, that he had see9 Maggie Mur« 
dockson there, whose presence h&d consi- 
derably increased his suspicion of the house 
in which she was a visitor, in respect that 
he considered her as a person of no good 
reputation. 

«^ I tauld ye sae,'' said the hag ; <* see 
now what it is to hae a character, gude or 
bad ! — Now, maybe after a*, I could tell ye 
something about Porteous that you coun- 
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cil-cbamber bodies nevec could ind oai^^ 
for as muckie stir as ye mak«" 

All eyes were turned towaids her^j^ail 
ears were alerL ^^ Sp^ak outw" said the 
magistrate. 

'< It will be for your ain gude^" insinua^ 
ted the town^clerk. 

• <^ Dinna keep the baillie waitiagi" urged 
the assistants^ 

: Sh^ remained doggedly silent for two or 
three minutes, castiog,«round a malignast 
and sulky glance, that seemed to enjoy the 
anxious suspense with which they waited 
her answer. And then she broke forth at 
once^^*-^^^ A' that I ken about liim is, tliat 
he wast neither soldier nor gentleman, but 
just a thief and a blackguacd, like maist o' 
yoursels, dears — What. will ye gie me foe 
that news now ? — He wad hae served the 
gude town lang or provost or baillie wad 
hae fund tiiat out, my joe I" 

While these ihattei^ were in discussion, 
Madge Wildfire entered, and her first ex- 
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cUm^tu>n Wfts^ << £h ! tee if there isna 
our auld tae'er-do-weel deevil's buckie o' a 
mither-^HQgb,. sirs ! but we are a hopefu' 
family, to be twa o'. us in the Guard at ance 
—But there were better days wi' u» ance-^ 
yrere there na, njither ?" 

Old Maggie's eyes had glistened with 
something lil^e an expreesion of .pleasure 
whea she s^w her daughter set at liberty. 
But either her natural affection, like that 
of the tigress, could not be displayed 
without p (^jUdn of ferocity, or there was 
something in the ideas which Madge's 
q^eech ^wakened, tiisA again stirred her 
cross and savage temper. ** What signifies 
what we were, ye street-raking limmer !" 
qhe exclain^ed, pushing her dajughter before 
her to the door, with no gentle deigree of 
violence. «* I'se tell thee wbaj; tliou is 
now— thou*s a crazed hellicat Bess o* B^d- 
lam, that sail taste naething but bread and 
water for a fortnight, to serve ye: foi? the 
plague ye hae gien me, and ower gude for 
ye, ye idle taupie/' 
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.' Madge, however, escarped from her mo- 
ther at the door, ran ba€k«to the foot of the 
table, dropped a very low and ^ntastic 
curtsey to the judge, and said, with agiggling 
laugh, — ** Our minnie's sair mis-set, after 
her ordinar, sir — She'll hae had some quiu^- 
rel wi* her auld gudeman— that's Satan, ye 
ken, sirs." This explanatory note she gave 
in a low confidential tone, and the specta* 
tors of that credulous generation did not 
hear it without an involuntary shudder. 
<< The gudeman and her disna aye gree 
weel, and then I maun pay the piper ; but 
my back's broad aneugh to bear't a' — an*^ 
if she hae nae havings, that's nae reason 
why wiser folk shouldna hiae some." Here 
another deep curtsey. The ungracious 
voice of her mother was heard. 
^^ Madge, ye limmer ! If I come to fetch 

yer 

'< Hear tiU her," said Madge. '' But I'll 
wun out a gliff the night for a' that, to dance 
in the moonlight, when her and the gude- 
man will be whirrying through the blue lift 


^ 
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on a brooBi-shank^ to see Jean Jap» that 
they hae putten intill the Kircaldy toiboolh 
— ay, they will hae a merry sail ower Inch- 
keith^ and ower a' the bits o' bonniy waves 
that are poppling and plashing against the 
rocks in the go wden glimmer o' the moon, ye 
ken.— -rm coming, mother— I^m coming»^ 
she concluded, on hearing a scuffle at the 
door betwixt th$ beldame and the oiScers^ 
who were endeavouring to prevent her re- 
entrance. Madge then waved her hand 
wildly towards the cieling, and sutlg, at the 
tofnnost pitch of her voice,-^ 

• 

*« up in the aJr, 

On my bonnie grey iruire» 

And J see^ and I see^ and I see her yet*** 


»« 


And with a hop, skip, and jump, sprung 
out of the €oom, as the witches of Mac-« 
betb used, in less refined days, tq seem to 
fly upwards from the stage* 

Some weeks intervened before Mr Hid^ 
dl^burgh, agreeably to his benevolent resQ%, 
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lutioos found ah opportunity of taking a 
walk towards Saint Leon ard*y, in order to 
disodver whether it might be possible te 
obtain ^^ evidence hinted at in the anonym 
mous letter respecting Effie Deans. 

In fact, the anxious perquisitions laade 
to discover the mur^terer^ of PotteOtts, oct 
cupied the attention of a^tt concerned widh 
the administration of justice. 
- In the course of these enquiries^ twe 
circumstances happened material to oar 
story. Butler, after a close investigation 
of his conduct, was declared iandcent of 
accession to the death of Porteous ; but, as 
having been present during the vhqle 
transaction, was obliged to find bafl' not to 

r ■ 

<}uit his usual residence at LibbefrtOn, that 
he might appear as a witness when called 
upon. Tlie other -incident regarded' tne 
disappearance of Madge Wildfire and hei^ 
mother from Edinburgh; Whert they Were 
sought, with tlie purpose of subjecting 
them to some further interrogaifeorJies,^ft'was 
discofvered by MrShairpitlaw that tljJSy bed 
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eluded tbe obt^cfrvation of the (lolumt jtnd 
left thi^ city so sooo as disoibsed from 
the coupcil-chamber. No efibi ts could triioe 
the place of their retreat. 

In the meanwhile the exc^ssiv^ imltg* 
nation of the Council of Regency^ at the 
flight put upon tJ>eir authority by tlie. mur- 
der of PprteoWf had dicteted i%easures^ in 
\vhich their owp lexb^eaie de^ke of detects 
ing the. actors in that .c^cmapirais^y wereoaHf 
9ultisd,.in. pref(»renc>e to the temper of* tho 
pe<l>p1e» and the character of their church^ 
men. An act of paj^liamentJwaiB.hastjily: p^iss^ 
edy offering two hundried pquntb Ji^wacd 
to those who should in&xm against w^ 
person concerned in the deed» and the pe<t 
lialty of deatbf by a very uousudl and se« 
viere enactment, yia$ denoiinoed agajiEiak 
those iji^ho shoidd ^harbour tbe guilty. But 
>»*bat was chiefiy accounted excep!tipnable, 
waa^a clause, appointing the act to be read 
in churches by the officiating clergyqaan^ 
upontthe first Sunday of every month, fox 
^ certain periodi immediately before the 
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fiennon* The ministers who should refuse 
to comply with this injunction were deela* 
ted^ for the first oflencei incapable of sitting 
or voting in any church judicature, and for 
the second, incapable of holding avy Isccle- 
siastical preferment in Scotland. 

This last order united in a commou 
cause those who might privately rejoice in 
Porteous^s death, though they dared not 
vindicate the manner of it, with the more 
scrupulous ptesbyterians, who held that 
even the pronouncing the name of the 
<^ Lords Spirituial*' in a Scottish pulpit was, 
quadammodbf an acknowledgment of pre^ 
la^y and that the injunction of the legisla- 
ture' was an interference c^ the civil govern* 
ment with the Jus divinum of presbytery, 
since to the General Assembly alone, as 
f ef»reseniing the invisible bead of the kirk; 
belonged the sole and exclusive right of re- 
gulating whatever belonged to public wor- 
ship. Very many also of different poU'^ 
tieal or religious sentiments, and therefore 
not much moved by these considerations^ 
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thought they saw, in so violent an act of 
parliamenty a more vindictive spirit than 
became the legislature of a great country, 
and something like an attempt to trample 
upon the rights and independence of Soot* 
land. The various steps adopted for punish* 
ing the city of Edinburgh, by taking away 
her charter and fiberties, for what a violent 
and over-masterihg mob had done within 
her walls, were resented by many, who 
thought a pretext was too hastily taken fo£ 
degrading the ancient metrop<di$ of Scot- 
kod* In short, there was much heart* 
bumii^, discontent, and disafiection* occa^ 
sioned by these ill^^considered measures. 

Amidst these heats and dissensions, the 
trial of Efiie Deads, after niany weeks con* 
finement, was at length about to be brought 
forward, and Mr Middleburgh found leisure 
to enquire into the evidence concerning 
her. For this purpose he chose a fine day 
for his walk towards htt father's house. 

The excursion into the country was some* 
what distant, in the opinion of a burgess of 
these days, although many of the present 
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Inhabit duburtianvillaa considerably feeyon4 
the Bpot to which we allude. . Three qu^r* 
ters of an hour's walk, however, even at 9 
pace of magisterial ga'avrty, conducted our 
benevoleirt office-bearer to the Crags fd St 
Leooafdfs, and the humble mansion. ofDat 
vid Deans. 

The old man wa» seated on the dtite^.af 
tuif-seat, at the end of bis cottage, basiad 
in mending his cart-harness with his omU 
hfiuids ; for in those dajn any sort of labow 
which required a little mone skill than luiral 
fell to tiie share of the gaodinan himadt^ 
and that even when he was well io paasin 
the world. With stern and austere gmvitjjp 
be perse^red in his task, after having just, 
raised Iris head to notice the advance bf 
the stranger. It would have been ifBpos*^ 
rible to have discov^ed, fr4>m bis couAle« 
nance and manner, the internal feelings- 
of agony with which he contended. :Mi- ' 
Middleburgh waited an instant, ei^dtii^ 
Deans would ia somfe measure acknow* 
ledge his presence, and lead into c»mren 
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action ; but, as he seemed determned to 
remain silent, he was himself obliged to 
i^eak :6rst. 

<< My name is Middlieburgh — Mr Jameft 
Middlebcirgh^ane of the present magistrattet^ 
of the city of Eldiilbttrgh." 

« It may be sae,** answered Dea«is la- 
conk^allyy and without interpopting his la- 
bour; 

*^ Yon must miderstand,'' he continued^ 
^« that the duty of a magistraite is sometimei^ 
an unpleasant one."* 

« It may be sae," replied David; ** I 
bae ©aeihing to say in the cotttrair j'^and 
he was again 'do^edly silent. 

^ You must be aware,'* pursued the ma- 
gwtrate, ** that pofsows in my situation aro 
often obliged to^w^he pamftil^Md disagree^ 
able enquiries tit iadividuails, isetely be- 
cause It is their ikmnden doty." 

^ It may be sae," ag*m replied Deans j 
« rhae naething to say-anent iti eilher tbe^ 
tatt wfty or the e^jtba-i But I *i kin thew 
i*M*aflMie-^iii'a^ dajr^ jiist awdGod-ftatlttig 
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magistracy ia yon town o^ Edinburgh, that 
did not bear the sword in vain» but were ii 
terror to evil doerst and a praise to such aa 
kept the path. In the glorious days of auld 
worthy faithfu' Provost Dick, when tMsim 
was a true and faithfu' General AssemUy 
of the Kirk, walking hand in hand with the 
real noble Scottish-hearted barons, and witH 
the magistrates of this and other towns^ 
gentles, burgesses^ and eommons of all 
ranks, seeing with one eye, hearing with 
one ear, and upholding the ark with these 
united stFeogth--*And then folk might see 
men deliver up their silver to the states- 
use, as if it had been as muckle sclate 
stancMU My £ither saw them tooiti the 
sacks of dollars out o' Provost Dick's wiA-r 
dow iatill the carts that carried them ta 
the artny at DunselaW i and if ye winnaber 
lieve his testimony, there is the window itn 
sell stiU standing in the Ituckenhootbs*— I 
think it's a claith-merchaQt's booth the 
day-^at the airn stanchells, five do<m 

abune Gosstbrd's Close^But, now ve hfte* 
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Oi sic spirit amang us; we think msir 
about the warst waily-draigle iki our ain 
byre, than about the blessing which the 
ittigel of the covenant gave to the Patriarch 
cfinm at Peniel and Mahanaim, or the bmd« 
ing obligation of our national vows ; and 
we wad rather gi'e a pund Scots to buy an 

• « 

unguent to clear our auld ran nell- trees and 
our beds o' the English bugs as they ca* 
them, than we wad gi'e a plack to rid the 
land of the swarm of Arminian caterpil* 
lars, Socinian pismires, and deistical Miss 
Katies, that have ascended out of the bbt* 
tomless pit, to plague this perverse, insi* 
dious, and lukewarm generation." 

It happened to David Deans on this oc- 
casion as it has done to many other habi* 
tual orators; when once he became em- 
barked on his favourite subject, the stream 
of his own enthusiasm carried him forward 
in spite of his mental distress, while his well 
exercised memory supplied him amply 
with all the types and tropes of rhetoric 
peculiar to his sect and cause* 
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Mr Middleburgh contented himself wkb 
atfisweripg-j-" All this may be very true, 
my friend ; but, as you said just now, I 
have nothing to say to it at present^ eitli^i: 
one way or other* — You have two dsi,ughj 
ters, I think, Mr Deans P** 

The old man winced, as one who$e sc^s^ 
ipg sore is suddenly galled, but ipsiastly 
cofnposed himself, resume th^ worji w^ii^ 
in, the heat of his declamation,, he had laid 
down, and answered with sullen resql^itioiii, 
V Ae daughter, sir— ronly a»e'^ 

^* 1 unHetstaod youji" said Mr Middle* 
biirgh } *< you have only one daughter here 
at home with you^^but this unlo^tuoaift 
gif 1 who h a pri$ofier-*«-she is, I think, yout 
youngest daughter ?" 

The l^esbytexian sternly raised his eyesk 
*' After the worlds and according, to t^ 
fl^h, she is my daughter .; but when si^ 
became a chikl of Belial, and a coixipany^t 
keeper, and a traitor in guilt and iniquity, 
she ceased to be a bairn of rnine^" 


_^<^Ma^B^ 
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^^ Aim, Mr Deaos^" said' Middjleburgh,^ 
sitting down by btifi, and endeavouring t? 
take hi& hand^ which the old man proudly 
withdrew^ *^ we are ourselves all sinners ]t 
wd.the errors of our ofispring, a» they 
ought not to surprise us, being the pprtiop 
ivhiob they derive of a common portion of 
cocj^uption inherited . through us, so they 
do not entide uiH to cast them oS because 
thejr have loit themselves*" 

"^ Sir," mid I>eais$, iotpatienify,. ^rlkm 
a' that as weel air^I moan to, say," be reaur 
med, checking the irritation he ^t at biding 
scfaool^dt-~a discipline of the miad, Yfhkh 
thote mo&t ready to bestow it on others^ 
do themselves moS£ reluctantly sub9iit.t<» 
receive— ^* I mean to say, that whit ye.ob^j 
serve may be just and reasoiiable-^But Ihae 
aae freedom to ei>ter into my aiti private; 
affairs wi' strangersitt^And now, inthisgirfafe 
ivitiQikal emergency, when there's the Por.« 
teotus' Act has come 4oaB Draeu Loiid<»i» 
that ia a deeper blow to this poor sinfu* 
kiogdom and sui&ring kirk, than ony tbait 


164 tALES OF MY LANDLOAB. 

has been heard of since the foul and fatal 
Test — ^at a time lik^ this* ' 

<< But, goodman/'* interrupted Mr M£d- 
dleburgh, *< you miist think of your own 
household first, or else you are worse evea 
than the infidels.'' 

<< I tell ye, Baillie Middleburgh," retorted 
David Deans, ** if ye be a bailiie, as there is 
little honour in being ane in these evil days 
—I tell ye, I heard ihe gracious Saunders 
Peden— I wotna whan it was ; but it was in 
killing time, when the plowers were draw* 
ing alang their furrows on the back of the 
Kirk of Scotland — I heard him tell hia 
hearers, gude and waled Christians they 
were too, that some o* them wad greet 
mair for a bit drowned calf oi^ stnrk^ than 
for a* the defections and oppressions of the 
day i and that they were some o' them 
thinking o' ae thing, some o' anitber, and 
there was Lady Hundelslope thinking o' 
greeting Jock at the fire^side! And the 
lady confessed in ii&y hearings tbat a drow 
of anxiety had come 4>wer her former so^ 
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that ahe had left at hame weak of a decay— 
And what wad he hae said of me, if I had 
ceased to think of the gode cause for a 
cast-away— a— it kills me to think of what 
she is—'' 

<< But the life of your child, goodman«<« 
ttttnk of that, . if her life could be saved/' 
said Middleburgh. 

" Her life !'' exclaimed David—** I wadoa 
gi'e ane o' my grey hairs for her life, if her 
gude name be gane-^And yet," said hct 
relenting and retracting as he spoke, ^ I 
would make the niffer, Mr Middleburgh— ^ 
I wad gi'e a' these grey hairs, that she has 
brought to shame and sorrow— I wad gi'e 
the auld head they grow on for her life^ 
and that she might hae time to amend and 
return, for what hae. the wicked beyond the 
breath of their nosthrils— But I'll never see 
her main— No !-^that-^-^that I am deter* 
mined in — I'll never see her main". Hi^ 
lips continued to move for a minute after 
his voice ceased to be beard, as if he wer^ 
repeating the same vow internally. . . 


166 TALES OF MT LANDLORD* 

" Well, sir/* said Mr Middlebiirgli, i«* I 
speak to you as a man of sense ; if ycm 
would save your daughter's^ life, yoii itHlA 
use human means." 

*« I ^nderstand what you mean ;4mt Mr 
Novit, who is the procurator and do^ of 
an honourable person, the Laird of EMnub^ 
iedikes, is to do what cenidl wisdom <^m 
do for her in the circumstances. MySell 
am not clear to trinquet and traffic wi* 
courts o' justice, as they are now constitu^ 
ted; I have a tenderness and scruple ift 
fny mind anent them.** 

" That is to say,'* said Middlebuirgh, 
*' that you* are a Cameronian, and do not 
acknowledge the authority of our courts of 
judicature or present government ?** 

^« Sir, under your favour,** replied David, 
who, too proudof his own polemical fegfdw- 
ledge, to call himself the follower of any 
one, ** ye tak me up before I fall doiim. 
1 canna see why! shld bte termed a Catnc*.. 
ronian, especially now that ye liae glf en 
the name of that faruous and savoury Mif- 
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ferer, not only until a regimeptai band of 
flottldieiii^ whereof I am to}d many can now 
tmse^ swear, and use profane language, as 
&&k as ei^r Richarcl Oamerop could preach 
or pray I iyut iiliso because ye have, in as 
&ras it it in your power, rendered that 
mAft% name VKin and contemptible, by 
pipes, droms, and ^fes, playing the v^im 
eMCHtl *ptiQgf called the Gameronian Rant^ 
i(fhich 4oo many [mtfessors of religion dance 
b>r^ pvactioe maist unbecoming a profesj- 
sor to dance to any tune whatsoever,' vawe 
especially promiscuously, that is, with the 
female sex. A brutish fashion it is, whilk 
is the b^inning of defection with many, as 
I nm^ hae ap muckle caiise ai maist folk to 
testify.*' 

. « WeM, but Mr Deans,*' Tep4i4Mi Mr 
Middittburgh, «^ I only meant to say that 
3;^ were a Cameroman; or MacMillanite^ 
ime 6f the society people, in si^ort, who 
tbidk it inconsistent to takeoadis under a 
goverfiffiflent where the Covenant is not ra> 
ttfied.''* 
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« Sir," replied the conjtroveiBifilift, who 
forgot even his pi^esent.distr^ns in such dis* 
cu^ions as these, " you.ci«iiiot fiqkle me 
me easily as you do opine. ^I am $fat a 
MacMiUanite, or a Russelite^ or a Hatnil* 

4 

Ionian, or a Harieyite, or a Howdenilp-*! 
will be led by the nose by fione-ranci take 
my; name as a Christian ^m no vessd of 
c)ay« I have my own principles and prac* 
tice to answer for^ and am an humble 
pleader for the gude auld cause in a legid 
way/^ 

^y That is to say, Mr Deans," said Mid- 
dleburgh, <« that you are a Deanite^ and 
have opinions peculiar to yourself." 

<< It may {deaae you to say sa^" aid 
David Deans ; <* but I have maintamed my 
testimony before as great fblks,.and is 
sharper times} and though I will oeitber 
exalt myself nor pull down othefB» I wkh 
every man and woman in this land bad 
kept the true testimcmyi and the mtidle 
afrd straight path, as it were» on the ridge 
of a hill, where wind and water sbeairs» 
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avoiding right*hand snares and* extreme8» 
and leA>hand way^slidingSy as weel as John* 
oy Dodds of Faithing^s Acre, and ae man 
mair that shall be nameless." 

<' I suppose,** replied the magistrate, 
<< ihat is as much as to say, that Johnny 
Dodds of Farthing's Acre, and David 
Deans of St Leonard's, constitute the only 
members of the true, real, unsophisticated 
Kirk 6f Scotland r 

^ God forbid that I suld make sic a vain- 
glorious speech, when there are sae mony 
proiessing Christians,'' answered David; 
<< but this I maun say, that all men act ac- 
cording fo their gifts aiid their grace, sac 
that it Is nae taarvel that** 

«* This IS all very fine,** interrupted Mr 
Middleburgh, «< but I have no time to 
spend in hearing ik The matter in hand 
is thisr^I have directed a citation to be 
lodged in your daughtet's hands*— If she 
appears on the day of trial and gives evi- 
dence, there is reason to hope she may 
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cd aftraples about the legiikj of hcf pw* 
Ibcaiiag the officii of an. i^ctiouftlie tiisttt 
and a good subject, by ^ppdanqg in a ^cittrft 
])dd lender th^ autihocity of tber law and 
gOTenvnentt jron. becooie the niwaB^ of do* 
tuadbg k&r from the diaehaiige of thia duty^f 
i flttust 8agr» though the truth may sound 
h«sh m your eartf^ that you^ who g^e life 
to this unhappy girl^ wiU'becwne the aoeam 
otf her losing it by a ^nn^tm» m^ y^pUnt 
4eatA» 
^ So stiylog,, Mr Mid^eburgh turned to 
l«urehlim 

^< Bide. aweG--bide awee,. }fy lifiddle* 
burgh,** said Deaas^ in gfeft ferjpifimtf fmd 
^Utitm of mind ; bitf; the. bisillie, who was 
prolMl^ly sensible that fMietracted diicttssion 
tftigbt diwioidi d»&: efl^ of his. bast and 
moat foreibte argumeot, t»ok a hqaty leavei 
Md declitied intend fiirtber int«t titp con« 
trevcapsy, ^ 

DetdR swMf^'d^im upon his sepjtsS^4nne4 
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with a variety of conflicting eiQOtionsu It 
had be^i a great source of controvfa^]^ 
among those holding bis opinions in reli« 
gious matters, how far the government 
which succeeded the Revolution could |)e, 
without sin» acknowledge^! by true pre&P 
byterians^ seeing that it did not recog* 
nize the great national testimony pf the 
S(demn League and Covenant ? And lat« 
\fitly9 those agreeing in this general dp&. 
tjrine^ and assuming the sounding, title of 
tbe anti-popish^ anti-prelatic, anti-erastiant 
apti-ifectarian^ true presbyterian rc^n^nt^ 
wer« divided into many petty sects amon||; 
^emselves, even as to the extent of sub« 
m^wion to the existing law^ and rulari^ 
ybich constituted such an acknowledge- 
ipent a9 amounted ta sin* 

j^Lt a very stormy and tumultuous n^eet- 
ijfkg^ held in 16889 to discuss these iqfippr^tr 
ant and delicate points^ the testimonies of 
the faithful few were found utterly in com* 
sistent with each other. The plape where 
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this conference took place was remarkably 
well adapted for such an assembly. It was 
a wild and very sequestered dett in Tweed- 
clale, surrounded by high hilts, and far re* 
mote from human habitation. A small ri- 
ver/ or rather a mountain torrent, called 
the Talla, breaks down the glen with great 
fury, dashing successively over a number 
of small cascades, which has procured the 
spot the name of Talla Linns. Here the 
leaders among the scattered adherents to 
the Covenant, men who, lA their banish- 
ment from human society, atid in the re- 
collection of the severities to which they 
had been exposed, had become at once 
sullen in their tempers, and fantastic in 
their religious opinions, met with arms in 
their hands, and by the side of the torrent 
discussed, with a turbulence which the 
noise of the stream coiild not drown, points 
of controversy as empty and unsubstantial 
as its foam. 

It was the fixed judgment of most of the 


THG HEART OF MU>LOTHUN. 173 

meeting that all payment of cess or tribute 
to the existing government was utterly uib> 
lawful, and a sacrificing to idols. Aboutother 
ipupositions and degrees of submission there 
were various opinions} and perhaps it is 
the best illustration of the spirit of these 
miUtary fathers of the church to say, that 
jirhile all allowed it was impious to pay the 
cess employed for maintaining the standing 
army and militia, there was a fierce con- 
troversy on the lawfulness of paying th^ 
duties levied at ports and bridges, for main- 
taining roads and other necessary purposes ; 
that there were some who, repugnant to 
these imposts for turnpikes and postages^ 
were nevertheless free in conscience to 
make payment of the usual freight at pub* 
lie ferries^ and that a person of exceeding and 
punctilious zeal, James Russel, one of the 
slayers of the Archbishop of St Andrews, 
had given his testimony with great warmth 
even against this last faint shade of subjec* 
t^n to constituted authority. This ardent 
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and enlightened person and his followers 
had also great scruples about the lawful- 
ness of bestowing the ordinary names upon 
the days^ of the week and the months of 
tiie year, which savoured in their nostrils 
so strongly of paganism, that at length they 
arrived at the conclusion that they who 
owned such names as Monday, Taesdayv 
January, February, and so Torth, ** served 
thetnselves heirs to the sam6, if not great- 
er punishment, than had been denounced 
against the idolaters of' did."" 

David Deans had been present on this 
memorable occasion, although too young to 
be a speaker among the polemical combat- 
"ants* His brain, however, had been tho- 
roughly heated by the noise, clamour, and 
metaphysical ingenuity of the discussion, 
and it was a controversy to which his mind 
had often returned ; and though he care- 
fully disguised his vacillation from others, 
and perhaps from himself, he had never 
been able to come to any precise line of 
decision on the subject In fact, his natu- 
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fal soniBe Imd aefced as a fiouBterpoise to 
iiiBGOAtrai^nnaiiseal. He wu by no mtans 
pleased with die quiet and iodiffinreiit man- 
lier in ivhich' King UTilliam^i ^vetmnenl; 
durrad over the errors of the times^ wheii^ 
fiur ffom restoring the pr^yteritn kirl: 
to its farmer aupremacy^ diey passed an 
BQt of otdmon eren b^ those who had been 
its penribodtorsi and bestowed te many of 
tiiem: iides> Savours^ and emploj^mesrita 
When, mthe fost Gcineitel AssemUy^^Brtuch 
sacceeded the Reyolationt lan overtnte mat 
made for the xewral of th^ Lesgue and CSo- 
Mnasit^ it was with horror that Douce David 
heard tiie proposal eluded by thfe meo of 
carnal ^it and policy^ as iie caUed tbeia» as 
faeii^ inapplicable to di^ presient Hmrnp and 
not fallmg under the modern niodel of the 
cfauicfa. The reign el* Queen Aikbe had 
increased his convictiQD, that die Retolu^ 
don govemment was not one of the true 
predbyterian complexioxi. JBut dien» more 
8ensU)ie than die ^gots of bis secti he did 
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not confound the moderation and tolemcc 
of these two reigns with the active tyramiy 
and oppression exercised in thoseof Charles 
IL and James II. The presbyterian form 
of religion, though deprived of the weight 
formerly attached to its sentences of ex^ 
communication, and compelled to tolerate 
the co-existence of episcopacy, and of so^ 
of various descriptions, was still ^ National 
Church ;' and though the glory of the ao* 
cond temple was far inferior to that whieb 
had flourished from 16»9 till the battle of 
Dunbar, still it was a structure that, want^ 
ing the strength and the terrors, retained 
at least the form and symmetry o£ the oiu 
ginal model. Then came the insurrectioB 
in 1715, and David Deans's horror for the 
revival of the popish and prelatical faction 
reconciled him greatly to the governmeiit 
of King George, although he grieved thi^ 
that monarch might be suspected of a Iran^ 
ing unto Erastianism. In short, moved by 
so many different considerations, he had 
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^fted hift ground at different times coA* 
.oertiitig the degree of freedom which he 
felt in adopting any act of immediate ac- 
knowledgment or submission to the present 
government, which, however mild and pa- 
ternal, was still uncovenanted ; and now 
He felt himself called upon by the most 
powerful motive conceivable, to authorize 
bis daughtei^s giving testimony in a court 
of justice, which aU who have been since 
called Cameronians, accounted a step of 
lamentable and direct defection. The voice 
of nature,^ however, exclaimed loud in his 
bosom against the dictates of fanaticism ; 
and his imagination, fyrtile in the solution 
of polemical difficulties, devised an expo- 
dient for extricating himself from the fear* 
fol dilemma, in which he saw, on the one 
side, a falling off from principle, and, on 
the other, a scene from which a father's 
thoughts could not but turn in shuddering 
horror. 
<< I have been constant and unchanged 

H Si 
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in my testimony," 6aid David Deans ; ^< bot 
then who has said it of me, that I have 
judged my neighbour over closely, bck^use 
he hath had more freedom in his walk 
than I have found in mine ? I never was 
a separatist, nor for quarrelKng with ten- 
der souls about mint, cummin, or other 
the .lesser tithes. ! My daughter Jean may 
have a light in this subject that is hid 
frae my auld een — it is laid on her con- 
wience and not on mine — If she hath free- 
dom to gang before this judicatory and 
«hpld up heir hand for this poor cast-away^ 
surely I will not ;say she steppeth over her 

bounds ; and if not" He paused in his 

mental argument, while a pang of unutter^ 
able anguish convulsed his features, yet^ 
shaking it off, he firmly resumed the strain 
of his reasoning-— <' And if notv— God for- 
bid that she should go into defection at 
bidding of mine ! I wunna fret the tender 
conscience of one bairn— no^ not to save 
the life of the otheif.'' 


A Roman would haye devoted hisdaugh- 
ter to death from different feelings and 
motives, but not upon a more heroic prin* 
ciple of duty* 
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CHAPTER VII. 


To man, in this his trial stat^ 

The privilege is giveo. 
When tost by tides of human fiOe^ 

To anchor fast on heaven. 

WAZTa*8 Ifsfrnm. 

It was with a firm step that Deans sought 
his daughter's apartment, determined to 
leave her to the light of her own conscience 
in the dubious point of casuistry in which 
hb supposed her to be placed* 

The little room had been the sleeping 
apartment of both sisters, and there still 
stood there a small occasional bed which 
had been made for Effie's accommodation^ 
when, complaining of illness, she had de- 
clined to share, as in happier times, her sis* 
tei-'s pillow. The eyes of Deans rested in* 
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voluntarily, on cotertng the roonii upon 
tiiis little couch, with its dark*green coarse 
curtains^ and the ideas connected with it 
rose so thick upon his soul as almost to in- 
capacitate him from opening his errand to 
his daughter. Her occupation broke the 
ice* He found her gazing on a slip of pa« 
par, which contained a citation to her to 
appear as a witness upon her sister's trial 
in behalf of the accused* For the worthy 
magistrate, determined to omit no chance 
of doing Effie justice, and to leave her si»i 
ter no apology for hot giving the evfdence 
which she was supposed to possess, had 
caused the ordinary citation, or mthpoenOf 
of the Scottish criminal court, to be served 
upon lier by an officer during his confer* 
ence with David* 

This precaution was so far favourable to 
Deans, that it saved him the pain of enter^ 
ing upon a formal explanation with his 
daughter ; he only said, with a hollow and 
tremulous voice, ** I perceive ye are aware 
4)f the watten'* 
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^ O.fa&er, wa wre cnidly sted bdbneen 
Ood^ bms and man's lawsr^Wfaat will ym 
lb l^-i-WhiM; will we do ?' 

Jetnie, it nmst be observed, had noscru^ 
fdes whater«r about tiie mere act of appspr^ 
mg in aioouft of justice/ She: B^agbt ibaare 
be^rd the point discussed . byi. her ifather 
mot e than ionee J butvehsure already ^ao- 
f iced, that she was accuisbomed to lifiteQ 
lyith re veFence to^ much which she was in- 
oapatde of understanding, and that .i^obtl^ 
arguments of casuiatry found her a patient, 
but unedtfied hearer. Updn receiving the 
citatian, tberefore, her thoughts did not 
tarn upon the chimerical scruples which 
alarmed her father's mind, but to the lan< 
gfuage which had been held . to h^r by th9 
stranger at Muschat's Cairn. In a word, 
Ae never doubted but she was to be drag- 
ged forward into the court of justice, in oav 
der to place her in the cruel position of ei- 
ther sacrificing, her .sister by tilling the 
iruHi, or cqmmittiQg perj^ury , m order to 
save her lifct And so strongly did her 
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tknijl^te nm in th^s duouiel, tint the ap- 
plied her &tber*8 W0nb, ^* Ye are mmace of 
die floatter/' to his acqaaiataiioe with the 
advice that had beea so ftmifoUy enfiorced 
iq>0n hen She hioked n^ with anxiom 
snrgrise, not anrain^ed with a cast of hor^ 
MTj which his next words, as she intei^piet* 
ed and sf^lied them, were not qnahfied to 
femove* 

^< Daughter," said David, '' it hail aver 
been my mind, thiU; in things of ane donbU 
fill and controversial nature, iik Christian's 
conscience suld be his atn guide-*-Where- 
Ibre descend into yoursetf, try your ain 
mind with suflSciency of soul exercise, and 
as you sail finally find yourself clear to do 
in this m3tter-~even so be it.'' *l 

<« But, father," said Jeanie, whose mind 
revolted at the construction whkdi she oa« 
turally put upon bis language, ** can this*— 
THIS be a doubtful or controversial matter ? 
-^Mind, fiither, the ninth oomoumdr*' 
« Thou shait not bear false witness against 
Ihy neighbour/ '[ 
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Dftvid Deans paused i for» still applying 
her speech to his' preconceiTed difficultiest 
it seemed to bim» as if she, a woman, andik 
sbter, was scarce entitled to be scrupulous 
upon this occasion, where ke^ a mait, exer^ 
daed in the testimonies of that testifying 
period, bad given indirect countenance to 
her following what must have been the naf 
tural dictates of her own feelings. . But he 
kept firm his purpose, until his eyes invo- 
luntarily rested upon the little setde-bed, 
and I ecdled the form of the child of hb old 
age, as she sate upon it, pale, emaciated^ 
and broken-hearted* His mind, as thepicp 
ture arose before him, involuntarily com 
ceived, and his tongue involuntarily utter<^ 
ed— but in a tone how different from his 
usual dogmatical precision, arguments for 
the course of conduct likely to insure his 
cfaild^s safbty. 

^ Daughter," he said, " I did 'not say 
that your path was free from stumbling-— 
and, questionless, this act may be in the 
opinion of some a transgression, since he 
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wbabearetb witness unlawfullyy wi^d agaijMt 
his coQscieiice, doth in some, sort bear fiUse 
witness i^gainst his neighbour* Y^t in mat^ 
te£s of coinpliappei the guilt lieth ;iot in 
the compliance sae muckle, as in the mind 
and conscience of him that doth comply } 
and, thereforey although my testimony hath 
not. been spared upon puUic defections^ 
I haena felt freedom to separate mysell 
frogi the communion of many who have 
beaa clear to hear those minbters who have 
taken the £ital indulgence^ because they 
might get good of them,, though I could 
nqt*'^ 

When David had proceeded thus far» bis 
conscience reproved him» that he might be 
indirectly undermining the purity of his 
diWj^er's faith, and smoothmg the way 
for her falling off from strictness of princir 
pie. He, therefore, suddenly stopped, and 
changed his tone :-«^^ Jeanie, I perceive 
that our vile affections»*-so I call them iq 
re^ct of doing the will of our Father,-*T 
cling too heavily t9, me in this hour of try^ 
ing sorrow, to permit me to keep sight ot 
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my ain dtrtv» or to sift you to yours. I 
wiH speak nae tnair anent this bver-tr) ing 

• • • > • 

matter; — Jeante, if ye can, wP God and 
glide t^onscience, speak' in favour of this 
pnir unhappy"-H-(bere his voice faultered) 
—•". she is your sister in the flesh— worth- 
less and cast»away as she is, she is lihe 
daughter of a saint in Heaven, that was a 
mother to you, Jeanie, in place of your ain 
»^but if ye arena fbee in conscience to 
speak for her in th^ court of judicature— 
iciiow your conscience, Jeanie, and let 
God's will be done." After this adjuration, 
he left the apartment and his daughter re- 
mained in a state of great distress and 
perplexity. 

It would have been no small addition to 
the sorrows of David Deans, even in this 
extremity of suffering, had he known that 
his daughter was applying the casuistical 
arguments which he had been using, not in 
the sense of a permission to follow her own 
opinion on a dubious and disputed point of 
controversy, but rather as an encourage- 
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nent to transgress one df those divine eom- 
ttandments which Christians of all sects 
and denominations unite in holding most 
sacred. 

^< Can this be ?* said Jeanie, as the door 
closed on her father—^* Can these be his 
words that I hare heard, or has the Enemy 
taken his voice and features to g|ve we^ht 
unto the counsel which caiiseth to perisfai 
<h— A sister's life, and a fiither pointing out 
tow to save it ! — ^O Ood deKver me !-*4his 
is a iearfu' temptation.'* 

Roaming from thought to thought, she 
at one time imagined her father understood 
the ninth commandment fiterally, as pro- 
Itibiting false witness against our neigh- 
bour, without extending the denunciation 
against falsehood uttered in favour of the 
criminal. But her clear and unsophistica- 
ted power of discriminating between good 
and evil, instantly rejected an iaterpreta- 
tion so limited, and so unworthy of the 
Author of tlie law. She remained in 
a state of the most agitating terror and 
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uncertainty— ^afraid to communicate her 
thoughts freely to her father, lest %hp 
should draw forth an opinion with which 
she could not comply, — wrung with distress 
on her sister's account, rendered the more 
acute by reflecting that the means of saving 
her were in her power^ but were such as 
her conscience prohibited her from using, 
—tossed, in short, like a vessel in an opeo 
roadstead during a storm, and, like that ves» 
sel, resting on one ocly sure cable and ash 
chor,«— -faith in Providence^ and a resoliu 
tion to discharge her duty* 
» Butler's affection and strong sense of re** 
ligion would have been her principal sup* 
port in these distressing circumstancesi but 
he was still under restraint, which did not 
permit him to come to Saint Leonard's 
Cri^s ; and her distresses were of a nature^ 
which, with her indifferent habits of scho* 
larship, she found it impossible to express 
in writing. She was therefore compelled 
to trust for guidance Uf her own unassisted 
sense of what was right or wrong. 
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It was not the least of her distresses, 
that, although she hoped and believed her 
sister to be innocent, she had not the means^ 
of receiving that assurance from her own 
mouth. 

' The double-dealing of Ratcliife in the 
matter of Robertson had not prevented 
bis being rewarded, as double-dealers 
frequently have been, with favour anc 
preferment. Sharpitlaw, who found in 
him something of a kindred genius, had 
been intercessor in his behalf with the ma- 
gistrates, atid the circumstance of his ha- 
ntig voluntarily remained in the prison, 
wheii the doors were forced by the mob, 
would have made it a hard measure to take 
the life which he had such easy means of 
saving. He received a full pardon ; and 
soon afterwards, James Ratcliffe, the great- 
est thief and housebreaker in Scotland, was, 
upon the faith, perhaps, of an ancient pro-' 
verb,' selected as a person to be entrusted 
with the custody of other delinquents. 

When Ratclifie wa^ thus placed in a con-' 
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fidenti^ situation, lie was repeatedly applied 
ta by the sapient Saddletree and others, who 
took some interest in the Deans' family, to 
procure an interview between the sisters ; 
but the magistrates, who were extremely 
anxious for the apprehension of Robertson, 
had given strict orders to the contrary, 
hoping that, by keeping them sqiarate, 
they might, from the one or the other, ex- 
tf:act some information respecting that fu- 
gitive. On this subject Jeanie had nothing, 
to tell them : She informed Mr Middle* 
bmgh, that she knew nothing of Rob^rt^ 
SQO^ except haying met him that nig^t by 
appointment to give her some advice re« 
qpecting her sister's concern, the purport 
of which, she said, was betwixt God and her 
QonscieQce* 0£ hia motions, purposes, or 
plans» past, present, or future, she knew 
nothing and so bad nothing to commnni- 
catef 

Effie was equally silent, though from a 
different cause* It was in vain that th^ 
ofieced a commutation and aUeviatioo of 
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bar puoifthventt atid even a free pardoii» if 
she would confess what she knew of her 
leveiv She ' 9Q9wered ' only with tears ; 
unless, when drivciUr into pettish sulkiness 
by the ' petrsecation of the interrogators, 
shemadti thejEa4bnipt and disrespectful ^. 
swers. 

At lengthy after her trial had been de« 
layed for mixty weeks, in hopes she might 
be induced t€f speak out on a subject infi« 
aitely more interesting, to the magistracy 
than her own guilt and inaocence» their 
patience waa wora out, and even Mr Mid^ 
dlebsrgh finding no ear lent to further 
intercession in her behalf, the day "vvas fixed 
for the trial to proceed. 

It was now, and not sooner, that Sharp- 
itlaw, recoUecting his promise to Effie 
Deans, or rather being dinned into coon 
pliance by the unceasing remonstrances of 
Mrs Saddletree, who was his next door 
neighbour, and who declared it was heathea 
cruelty to keep the twa broken-hearted 
creatures separate, issued the important 
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mandate, permitting them to see each 
other. 

' On the evening which preceded the event- 
ful day of trial, Jeanie was permitted to see 
her sister— 4in awful interview, and occur- 
ring at a most distressing crisis. This, how- 
ever, formed a part of the bitter cup which 
she was doomed to drink, to atone for 
crimes and follies to which she had no ac- 
cession ; and at twelve o^clock nocm, being 
the time appointed for admission to the 
jfiil, she went to meet, for the first time for 
several months, her guilty, erring, and most 
miserable sister, in that abode of guilt, er- 
ror, and utter misery. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

» 

Sweet aister, let me Kve; 


What sin yoo do to amre a brotfaer^a Iife» 

Nature diapienses with the deed so &ir. 

That it beoomes a virtue. 

Mtatmrejbr Mettsun. 

JiTANiB Deaks was admitted into the jail 
by Ratcliff0« This fellow^ as void of shame 
as' of honesty, ai he opened the now trebly 
secured door^ asked her, with a leer which 
made her shuddl^f t ^^ whether she remem« 
beredhimP* 

A half-pionoimced and timid ** No^'^ 
was her answer* 

<< What ! not remember m<M>nlight, and 
Mttsehai's Caim, and Rob and Rat?^* said 
he, with the same sneer y^^ Tour memory 
needs redding up, my jo/^ 

If Jeanie^s dittitsses had admitted of 
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aggravation, it must have been to find her 
sister under the charge of such a profligate 
as this man. He was not, indeed, without 
something of good to balance so much that 
was evil in his character and habits. In 
his misdemeanours he had never been blood- 
thirsty or cruel ; and in his present occu- 
pation, he had shown himself, in a certain 
degree, accessible to touches of humanily* 
But these good qualities were unknown to 
Jeanie, who, - remembering the scene at 
Muschat^s Cairn, could scarce fifid voice to 
acquaint him, that she had an order from 
Baillie Middleburgh^ permitting her ^ see 
her sister. . i 

<< I ken that fu^ weel, my bonny doo; . 
ipair by .token^ I have a special chari^e to. 
stay in the ward with you a' the time ye « 
are thegither/V . . ! 

^ << Must that be sae ??' asked Jeam^ with 
an imploring voice. . . . , \ 

'" Hout, ay, hipoy,^* replied the turnkey vr 
" and. what thc.waur will you andiyour 
titty be of Jim Ratcliffe hearing wjiftt ye 
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bae to say to ilk other ?— ^De'il a word yell 
say that w31 gar him ken your kittle sex 
better than he kens them already j and 
another thing is, that if ye dinna speak o' 
breaking the Tolbooth, dell a word will I 
tell ower, either to do ye gude or ilL* 

Thus saying, Ratclifie marshalled her 
the way to the apartment where Effie was 
confined. 

Shame, fear, and grie^ had contended 
for mastery in the poor prisoner's bosom 
during the whole morning, while she had 
looked forward to this meeting ; but when 
the door opened, all gave way to a confused 
and strange feeling that had a tinge of joy in 
it, as, throwing herself on her sister's neck, 
she ejaculated, ^* My dear Jeanie !•— tny dear 
Jeanie \ iVs Lang since I hae seen ye.'^ 
Jeanie returned the embrace with an ear- 
nestnes% that partook almost of rapture, 
but it was only a flitting emotion, like a 
sun-beam unexpectedly penetrating be- 
twixt the clouds of a tempest, and obscu- 

I • • • • 

red almost as soon as visible. The sisters 
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walked together to the side of the pallet 
bed» and sate down side by side^ took hold 
of each others handsi and looked each other 
in the face^ but without speaking a word« 
In this posture they remained for a minute^ 
while the gleam of joy gradually faded 
from their featurest and |;ave way to the 
most intei^e expression) first of melancho- 
Iy» and then of agony, till, throwing them-, 
selves agatn into each others arms^ they, 
to use thelanguflge of Scripture, lifted up 
tbeir voices and wept bitterly* 

Even the hard-hearted tumkeyi who had 
spent his life in scenes calculated to stifle 
bqth conscience and feeling, could not wit* 
ness this scene without a touch of human 
sympathy* It was shown in. a trifling ac- 
tioQ, but which had more delicacy in it 
than seemed to Mong to Ratdifie's cha* 
racter and t tatiom lie unglazed window 
of the miserable chamber was open, and 
the beams of a bright sun fell right upon 
the bed where tHe suffbren were. seated* 

•P.I* * / m, 

With a gendenesa tha), had sometliing of 
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reverence in it, Ratcliflfe partly closed the 
Qbutter, and seemed thus to tlirow a veil 
over a scene so sorrowful. 

** Ye are ill, Effie/' vrere the first words 
Jeanie could utter, •* ye are very ill.** 

^ O what wad I gi'e. to be ten times 
waur, Jeanie,'^ was the reply— «^ what wad 
I gi'e to be cauld dead afore the ten o'clock 
bell the tnorn ! And our father— -but I amna 
hb bairn langer now-^ I hae nae friend 
left in the warld !^0 that I weie lying dead 
at my mother-s side, in l4ewbattle Kirk- 
yard!" 

<< Hout, lassie,^ said Ratcliffe, willing to 
show the interest which he absolutely felt, 
^< dinna be sae dooms down-hearted as a* 
that ; there's mony a tod hunted that's no 
killed^ Advocate Langtale has brought 
folk through waur snap(>ers than a' this, 
and there's no a cleverer ageiit than Nichel 
Novit e'er drew a bill of suspension. Hang- 
ed or unhanged, they are weel affhas sic ah 
agent and counsel i ane-s sure o* fair play. 
Ye are a bonny lass too, an' ye wad busk 


198 TALES QW MY LANDLORD* 

up your cockeroooie a bit ; Vk^^ m. hmmy 
lass will find favour wi'judg^;aiul Jufy» 

« 

when they would strap up a grewsonste cai^le 
like me for the fifteenth part of a flea's hide 
and tallow, d— -n them.'' 

To this homely strain of consolation the 
mourners returned no answer ; indeed they 
were so much lost in their own sorrows as 
to have become insensible of RatQliflfe's 
presence* '^ Q Effie/' said her eider sis- 
ter, <^ how. could you conceal your situa- 
tion from me ! O^ woman, had I deserved 
this at your hand ? — bad ye spoke |>ttt ae 
word — sorry we might hiae been, and shaned 
we might hae been, but this awfu' dispen- 
' sation had never come ower us.*' 

** And what gude wad that hae dune. ?** 
answered the prisoner. <^ Na, na, Jeanie, 
a' was ower when ance I forgot what I pro- 
mised when I faulded down the leaf pf my 
Bible. See," she said, producing the sacred 
volume, <* the book opens aye at th^ place 
o' itselL O see, Jeanie, what a fearfu' scrip- 
ture !" 


K-bi 
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Jeanietook her sister's Bible, and found 
that the fatal mark was made at this impres- 
sive^text in the book of Job : «« He hath 
stripped me of my glory, and taken the 
crown from my headi He hath destroyed 
me on every side, and I am gone. And 
mine hope hath he removed like a tree/' 

** Isna that ower true a doctrine ?" said 
the prisoner—" Isna my crown, my honour 
removed ? And what am I but a poor wast- 
ed wan-thrivcsn tree, dug up bf the roots, 
and flung out to waste in the highway, that 
man and beaist may tread it under foot ? I 
thought o' the bonny bit thorn that Oui* Ei- 
ther rooted out o' the yard last May, wlien 
it had a* the flush o' blossoms on it ; and 
then it lay in the court till the beasts had 
trod them a' pieces wi* their feet. 1 
little thought, when I was wae for the bit 
silly green bush and its flowers, that I was 
to gang the same gate mysel/' 

*« O, if ye had spoken a word," again 
sobbed Jeanie, — •* if I were free to swear 
that ye had said but ae word of how it 
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stode wi^ ye, they conldna hae toiKihed 
your Itfe this day.** 

<« Could they na ?"' said Effi^ with some- 
thing tike awakened interest-— fo^ life is 
dear even to those wlio feel it as a buiv 
then— " Wha teultl ye that, Jei^ ?" 

** It Wjas ane that kenned ^at he was 
sayii^ weel aneugh," repUed Jeanie/ who 
Jiad a natural reluctance at mentioning 
even the name of her sister's seducer* 

*« Wha was it ? — ^I conjure ye to tell me,!* 
said Effie, seating herself upright#—^< Wha 
could tak interest in sic a cast-bye as I am 
now ?T-Was it — ^was it him ?** 

/* Hout/* said Ratcliffe, ** what signifies 
keeping the poor lassie in a swither P^^r-I'se 
upbaud it's been Robertson that learned ye 
that doctrine when ye saw him at Muschat's 
Cairn/' 

*^ Was it him T* said Effie» catching eager- 
ly at his words— ^^ was it him, Jeanie, ixh 
deed f-^O. I see it was him--*poor; lai^ and 
I was thinking his heart was as hard as the 
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nether miUbtane — and him ini sic danger on 
hi* ain part— poor George !" 

Somewhat indignant at this barst of ten-* 
der feeling .towards the author of her mi- 
sery» Jeanie could not help exclaimingi«— 
<* 0» Effie, how can ye speak that gate of 
sic a man as that f 

^ ^ We maun forgive our enemies, ye ken,'' 
said poor £$e, with a timid look and a aub^ 
dued voice, for her conscience told her 

• r t 

what a different character the feelings with 
which she still regarded her seducer bore,' 
compared with the Christian charity under 
which she attempted to veil it. 

^< And ye hae aufiered a* this for him, 
and ye can think of loving him still V said 
her sister, in a voice betwixt pity and 
Mame.. 

" Love him T answere4 Effie— ^* If I had 
na loved aa woman seldom loves, I hadna 
fefeen within these wa's this day $ and trow 
ye, that love sic as mine is lightly forgot- 
ten ?«^Nai na-*ye may liew down the treie, 

It 
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but ye canna change its bend*— And O^ 
Jeanie, if ye wad do good to me at this 
moment, tell me every word that he ss^d, 
and whether he was 9orry for poor ^e or 
»o/' 

" What needs I tell ye ony thing about 
it,'' said Jeanie. <' Ye may be sure he had 
ower muckle to do to save himsell^ to speak 
lang or muckle about ony body^ beside." 

*^ That's no true, Jeanie, though a saunt 
had said it,'' replied Effie, with a sparkle 
of her formw lively and irritable teinper. 
<' But ye dinna ken, though I do, how far 
he pat his life in venture to save mine/^ 
And looking at R^tclifff, she checks her- 
self and was silent. 

'<, I fancy,'' said Ratcliffe, with one of 
his familiar sneers, <^ the lassie thinks that 
naebpdy has een but hersell — Pidna I see 
when Gentle Geprdie was sc;eking to get 
other folk out of the Tolbooth forbye Jock 
Forteous ? but ye are of my mind, hinny— 

better sit and rue. than flit and rue^^Ye^ 

. « . - ' ~ ... 

« 
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needna look in my hce sae amazed. I ken 
mair things than that maybe.'' 
« « O my God ! my God i** said Ef8e, 
fringing up and throwing herself down on 
her knees before him—" D'ye ken whare 
they hae putten my bairn? — ^Omy bairn ! my 
bairn ! the poor sackless innocent new-born 
wee ane-— bone of my bone, and flesh of my 
flesh ! — O, man, if ye wai| e'er deserve a 
portion in Heaven, or a broken-hearted 

, creature's Uessing upon earth, tell me 
whare they hae put my bairs^— *the sign of 
my shame, and the partner of my sufiering ! 
tell me wha has ta'en't away, or what they 
hae dune wi*t !" 

♦* Hout tout," said the teimkey, endea- 
vouring to extricate himself from the firm 
grasp with which she held him, << that's 
taking me at my word wi' a witness-**- 

' Bairn, quo' she ? How the de'il suld I ken 

ony thing of your bairn, huzzy ? Ye maun 

ask that at auld Meg Murdockson, if ye 

dmna ken ower. inuckle about it yourselL" 

As his answer destroyed the wild and 
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vagEi€ hope which had suddenly gkaiaed 
upon her, the unhappy pmomr let go^ bet 
hold of his coat^ and fell with her fitce on 
ihe pavement of the apartaMttt in a ataiog 
coBvulsioa fit« 

Jeanie Deans p09seflMd» wttb her €lxeel4 
lentlydear undecitaQ^g, the coacmm-i 
tant advanti^e of* promptitiide^ Bfrnt^ 
even in the extreoiifcy of distress. . 

She did not su^br herself to be overaoase 
by her owA feelings of exquisite sorrow^' 
hot instantly implied herself to her sistei^ 
relief, with die readiest remedies which dr^ 
cuoMstances afforded ; and which, to do. 
Ratdiffe justice, he shewed himself anxious 
to suggest, and alert in procuring. He had 
even the delicacy to withdraw to the far-.* 
thest corner of the room, so as to render . 
his official attendance upon them as little : 
intrusive as possible, when Effie was com«^ 
posed enough again to resume her confer- » 
ence with her sisten 

Tl^ prisoner once more, i(i the ttost ear- 
nest and broken, tones, conjured Jeanie to 
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tell hbt tfae fastuBulan of the cdoference^ 
with tbotoettmm, and Jeanie fdt it was im- 
posiibie. to rafiise her this gratification.^ 

<« Do ye mmd/" she said, << EflSe, when ye 
were in the fever before we left Wdodend; 
and lio# angry yom tXK>ther, that^ now iii 
ft better place, was at me for gi^elng ye mUk 
and DMter to dnnk, because ye grat for it ? 
Ye were a bairn then, and ye are a wo^ 
man now, and riiotdd ken better than ask 
what canna but hart ye^-^-But come W6al 
or woe,^ I canna refuse ye itny tlmi^ &ai 
ye ask me wi' the tear in your ee,^ 

Again Effie threw herself into her armSi* 
and kissed her cheek- and forehead, nlUr» 
muring, ** O, if ye kenn'd how lang it i^f 
fincelheard his namementionedr^if ye but 
kenn'd how muckle good it does me but to 
ken ony thin^o' him, thaf» like goodness 
or kin^ess, ye wadna woadw that I mih\ 
to hear o* him;*' 

Jeanie sighed, and commenced her nar*^- 
rativo ^of aU' that -bad passed betwixt ^Rb- 
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bertson and her, making it at the first as 
brief ^ possible. Effie listened in breath- 
less , anxiety, holding her sister^ band in 
hers, and keeping her eye. fixed upon her 
face, as if detouring evety word she utter- 
ed. The inteijections of *' Poor feUow,"-^^ 
** poor George," which escaped in whispers, 
and betwixt sighs^ were the only sounds 
wi^ which she interrupted the story. When 
it was finished $he made a long pause. 

<^ And this was his advice P' wei^ the 
first words she uttered. - 

" Just sic as I hae telM ye,*' replied her 
sister. 

'^ And be wanted you to say something 
to yon folks, that Wad save my young hfe ?.* 

** He wanted/' answered Jeanie, '* that 
I suld be manswom.*' 

" And you taokl him," said Effie, ^ that 
ye wadna bear o' coming between me and 
the death that I am to die, and me no 
aughteen yeai" auld yet ?" 

** I told him, -' replied Jeanie, who now 


trembled at the turn which her sister's re- 
flectioDs seemed about to tjake» ^ that I 
dared na swear to an untruth,*" 

'< And what d'ye ca' an untruth ?'' said 
Sffie, again shewing a touch of her former 
spirit— << Ye are muckle to blame, lass, if 
ye think a mother would, or could, murder 
her ain bairn-— Murder ?«*-! wad hae laid 
down my life just to see a blink o' its e'^.*" 

*• I do believe," said Jeanie, " that ye 
are as innocent of sic a purpose, as. the 
new-bom babe itsell/' 

^< I am glad ye do me that justice," 
said IJffie, haughtily ; << it's whiles the faut 
of very good folk like you, Jeanie, that they 
think a' the rest of the warld are as bad as 
the warst temptations c%n make them/' 
. <^ I dinna deserve this fra^ ye, .£!ffie," 
said her sister, sobbing, and feeling at once 
the injustice of the reproach, apd compas« 
sion for the state of mind which dictated 

" Maybe no, sister," said EfiBe. " But ye 
ariQ. angry because I loye Robertson— How 


t98 TALES OF MT LANBLOfti^^ 

ean I help loving faioi, that loves mt betCetr 
ttem body and sOul baitb? — ^Hen he^|)ttfe ys 
life in a nifli^, to breaks the prison to let 
me out $ and sure am I^ had it stood m' Mm 
as it stands wi' you''«--faere she paosied and 
was silent. 

*^ O, if it stude wi' me to save ye w? 
risk of my life 1" said Jeanie. 

<* Ay, lass/^ said her sister, ^< that'^s lights 
fy said, but no sae lightly credited, frae ane 
that winna ware a word for me ; and if it 
be a wrang word, ye^ bae time aneugh 4^ 
repent oV 

<< But that word is a grievous sin, and its 
%. deeper o£fence when its a sin wilfolly and 
presumptuously committed/' 

« Weel, weel, Jeanie,** said Effie, «« I 
mind a' about the sins p^ presumption in 
the questions — ^we'll speak nae mair about 
tlus matter, and ye may save your breath 
to say your carriteh^ and for me, I-U sootf 
hae nae breath to waste on ony body.** 

;<< I must needs say,** interposed Rat- 
d^ >" that it's d---d hAid, thjit wbeto 
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thMe words ci yoar moutli wooU gii^ the 
girl the chance to nick MoU Bloody* thdt 
you mak such scrupling about rapping t to 
them. D— n me» if they would take me> if 
I would not rap to all Whatd'yecalhim^ 
&bbs for her life— I am used to't^ b— t 
me, for le9s matters. Why, I have! smacked 
calf'skint fifty times ia Bngland for a keg 
of brandy.*' 

« Never speak mair o%'' said the prison- 
er. *^ It's just as weel as it is — and gude 
dayt sister ; ye keep Mr Ratcliffe waiting 
on — Ye'il come back and see me I reckon^ 
before" — -here she stopped, and became 
deadly pale. 

<< And are we to part in this way/' said 
Jeanie, *^ and you in sic deadly peril ? O, 
Effiei look but up» andisay what ye wad hae 
me do, and I could find in my heart amaist 
to say that I wad do't.*" 

<^ No, Jeanie," replied her sister, after an 
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eflbrt) •* I am better minded Dovri- At my 
:best, I was never half sae gude a6 ye-'were, 
<and what for suld you begin ta mak -ybur^ 
sdi waur to sav^ mei now that I am na 
worth saving? God knows^ that, in my 
sober mind, I wadna wuss ony living crea- 
ture to do a wrang thing to save my life. 
I might have fled frae this tolbooth on 
that awfu' night wi' ane wad hae carried 
me through the warld, and friended ine, 
and iended for me. But I said to theooi 
let life gang when gude fame is gane be- 
fore it But this lang imprisonment has 
broken my spirit, and I am whiles satr left 
to mysell, and then I wad gi'e the Indian 
mines of gold and diamonds, just for life 
and breath—^for I think, Jeanie, I have 
such roving fits as I used to hae in the fe* 
ver ; but instead of the fiery een, and 
wolves, and Widow Butler's buU-segg, that 
I used to see spieling up on my bed, I am 
thinking now about a high black gibbet, 
9nd me standiog up, and such ntan of faces 
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alt looking up at poor Effie Deans^ - and 
asking if it be her that George RobertMii 
used to call the Lily of St Leonard's — ^And 
then they stretch out their fm:es» andmske 
mouthsi and girn at met and which ^ver 
way 1 look, I see a face laughing like Meg 
Murdockson, when she tauld me I had 
seen the last of my wean. God preserve 
us, Jeanie, that carline has . a fearsome 
face/* She clapped her hands before her 
^es as she uttered this exclamation, as if 
to secure herself against seeing the fearful 
object she had alluded to» 

Jeanie Deans remained with her sister 
for two. hours, during which she endea* 
v<Hired9 if possible, to extract something 
irom.l^r that might be serviceable in her 
exculpation. But she had nothing to say 
-be)^pnd what she bad declared on hier first 
examination, with the purport of which the 
reader will be made acquainted in proper 
time and place. ^< They wadna, believe 
her/' she saii^. ^* and she had nae&ing 
mair to teU thenu^' 
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At length Ratcliffe, though Kluctan%t 
informed the listers that there vras a nec€^ 
rity that they should part. •« Mr Novit,** 
he said, <*wa8 to see the prisoner^ and 
maybe Mr Langtale too«-^LangtaIe likes 
to look at a bonny lass^ whether in prison 
or out o* prison." 

Reluctantly, therefore, and slowly, after 
many a tear, and. many an embrace, Jeanie 
retired from the apartment, and heard its 
jarring bolts turned upon the dear being 
from whom she was separated. Somewhat 
familiarized now even with her rude con- 
ductor, she offered him a small present in 
money, with a request he would do what 
he could for her sister^s accommodation. 
To her surprise he declined the fee. "I 
wasna bloody when I was on .the pad,"* be 
said, ^' and I winna be greedy^hat is, be- 
yond what's right and i:easonable,'<^n6 w that 
lam in the lockI--^Keep the siller; and for 
civility, your sister sail hae sic as I can be* 
stow } but I hope you^ll think better on it, 
and rap an oath for h6r«<«i4e'il a hair. lU 
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there is in it, if ye are rapping again the 
crown. I kenn'd a worthy minister, as 
glide a man, bating the deed they deposed 
him for, as ever ye heard claver in a pulpit, 
that rapped to a hogshead of pigtail tobac- 
co, just for as muckle as filled his spleuchan. 
But maybe ye ar6 keeping your ain coun« 
cil — weel, weel, there^s nae harm in that— 
As for your sister, Pse see that she gets 
her meat clean and warm, and PlI try to 
gar her lie down and take a sleep after din- 
ner, for de'il a ee she'll dose the nigbt*^t 
hae gude experience of these matters. The 
first night is aye the warst o% I hae never 
heard p^ ane that sleepit the night afore 
trial, but of mony a ane that sAeepit: m 
sound as, tt tap the night before their< necks 
were straHghM. And it's : nae iitoMierrt- 
the warst may be tbpled when iV$ kenned 
—Better a finger aff aa i^« wagging^'' 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Yet though thou nuty'st be dragged in looni 

To yonder ignominiotu tree, 
Thou Aak ndt iwmit one fkithful flricaid 
. To share the qraeliflttes^ decree. . . 


Avt&a spending the greater part of the 
morning in his devotions, for his benevo- 
lent neighbours had kindly insisted upon 
discharging his task of ordinary labour, 
David Deans entered the apartment when 
the breakfast meal was prepared. His eyes 
were involuntarily c^t down, for he was 
afraid to look at Jeaiiie, uncertain as he 
was whether she might feel herself at liber- 
ty, with a good conscience, to attend the 
C!ourt of Justiciary*that day, to give the evi- 
dence w|)ich he understood that she possess- 
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ed| in order: to her sisteifs exculpation; At 
lepgth, after a minnzte of apprehensive he* 
sitatioHy he looked at her dress to discover 
whether it seemed to be in her contempla- 
tion to go abroad that morning. Her ap^ 
parel was neat and plain^ but such as con* 
veyed no exact intimation of her intentions 
to go abroad. ' She had exchanged her 
usual garb for morning labour^ for one 
something inferior to that with which, as 
her best, she was wont to dress herself for 
church, or any more rare occasion of going • 
into society. Her sense taught her, that it ^ 
was respectful to be decent in her apparel 
on such an occasion, while her feelings in* • 
duced her to lay aside the: use of the very ' 
few and simple personal ornaments, which, . 
on other occasions, she perpiitted. herself < 
to wear. So that there occurred nothings 
in her . external appearance which' could 
mark put to her fother^ ,witb any thing Uke 
certainty, ber intentions on .this occasion. 
Thepreparations for their humble meal 
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were that morning made in vain. Th6 fa- 
ther and daughter sate, each assumii^ the 
appearance of eating, when the other^s eyes 
werq turned to them, and desisting from the 

• 

effi>rt with disgust, when the affectionate 
imposture seemed no longer necessary. 

At length these moments of constraint 
w%re removed. The sound of St Giles* 
heavy toll announced the hour previous to 
the commencement of the trial ; Jeanie 
arose, and, with a degree of comj^osure for 
which she herself could not acconnt, as- 
sumed her plaid, and made her other pre- 
parations for a distant walking. It was a 
strange contrast between the firmness of 
her demeanour, and the vacillation and 

< 

csuel uncertainty of purpose indicated in 
all her &th»*s niotions; and one unac- 
qoaitited with both conld- scarcely have 
supposed that the former was, in her 6rdi« 
naiy habits of life, a docile quiet, genitle, 
and even timid country-maiden, while her 
faUier, with a mind naturally proud and 
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itrofig, and supported by rettgious opi« 
moEs, of a stern, stoical, and unyielding 
eharacti^r, had in his time u^deFgoiie and 
withstood the most severe hardshipSi and 
the most imminent peril/ without depress* 
sion of spirit, . or sabjugation of his con« 
stancy. The secret of this difference was, 
that J^ani^'s mind liad silready anticipated 
die line of ^onduct which she must adopt, 
with all its patural and necessary Conse* 
quences ; while her faither, ignorant of 
every other circumstance tormented him- 
self with imagining what thie one sister 
might say or 8Wear, or what effect her tes- 
timony might hav« upon the awful event of 
the trial* 

. He watched his daughter, with a faulter« 
iog and indecisive look, until she looked 
back upon him^ with a look of unutterable 
anguish, as she was about to leave the 
apartmentt 

V My dear las^^c,'* said he, <« I wiU"— * 
His action, hastily and confusedly scatch* 
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ii)g for his worsted mittane and staiS^ Bhei#^4 
ed , his purpose of accompanymg ber^ 
though his tongue failed distinctly to ^rt* 
nounce it. 

<< Father,'' said Jeanie, replying rather 
to his action than his words, ^< y^ had bet< 
ter not.** 

<< In the strength of my (xod," answer-, 
ed Deans, assuming, £rmne$s^ ^Vl will go 
forth/' 

. And,^ taking his daughter^^ arm under 
bis, he began to walk from the door with a 
step so hasty, that she was almost unable 
to keep up with him. A trifling circum-^ 
stance, but which marked the perturbedstate 
of his mind, checked his course,—** Youe 
bonnet, father?' -said Jeanie, who observed 
he had come out with his grey hairs un^ 
covered. He turned back with something 
like a blush on his cheek, as if ashamed ta 
have been detepted in an omissbn which; 
indicated so rhuch mental confusion, as- 
sumed his large blue Scottish bonnet, and. 
with a step slower, but more composed, as 
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if the circumstatice had obliged him to 
summon up his resolution, and collect his 
iscattered idcfas, again placed his daughter's 
arfn under his, and resumed the way to 
£diiiburghl , . .^ 

The courts of justice were then, an^ »e 
still held, in what is called the Parliament- 
Close, or, according to modern phrase, the 
Parliament-Square, and occupied the build- 
ings intended for the accommodation of the 
Beottish Esti^es. This edifice, though in an 
imperfect and corrupted style of archit^c^ 
tufe,hadthenagrave, decent, and, aisitwere, 
ia judicial aspect^ which was at least entitled 
to respect from its antiquity • For which vene* 
Table front, I observed, on my last occai^on* 
al visit to the meteopolis, that modern taste 
iiad substituted,' at great apparent expence, 
a pile so utterly inconsistent with every mo- 
nument ^ antiquity around, and in itself 
so clumsy at the same time and fantastic, 
that it lii&y be likened to the decorations of 
Tom Errand the porter, in the Trip to the 
Jubilee, when he appears bedizened with 
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the tawdry finery of Beaa Ciiacher. Sed 
trameai cum cceteris errorSms* 

The small qinMiniiigIe» or Close, if v^e 
may presume stall to ^iice it that apph>> 
priate, though antiquated title^ which at 
Litchfieldf iSblisbury, and elsewherep is pro* 
perly applied to designate the enclosure 
adjacent to a cathedral, already evinced 
tokens of the fatal scene \17hsch was that 
day to be acted. The. soldiers of theCityt- 
Guard were on theirposts, newenduring^and 
cow rudely repeHing with the botis of their 
musqaets^ the motley crew who thrust.each 
other foirwsrd, ta catch a glance, at the 
unfortunate object of trial; as she should 
pass from the adjacent foaaoa to the Court 
in which her fate^ was to be determine^* 
Ail must hanre occasionalLy observed with 
disgust, the apathy with; which the vulgar 
gaze on scenes of this, natore, and how sel- 
dom , unless when, their empathies are call* 
ed forth by some ettrildng: and extraordina- 
ry circimistance, they evince any interest 
deeper than tlnit of csdlous* unthinking 
bustle, and brutal curiosity. They laugh^ 


THE HEAET OF UlB-hOTHlAJH. S£l 

jest, qoanrel, ftnd pixsii each other to and 
froj ^Ith the same unfeeling indifference as 
if they were assembled fcur some holiday 
sport, or to see an idle procession, Oci* 
casionally, however, this demeanour, so na« 
tural to the degraded populace of a large 
town, is exchanged for a temporary touch 
of human affections; and so it chanced on 
the present occasion. 

When Deans and his daughter present- 
ed themselvelB in the Close, and endeavour* 
ed to make their way forward to the doot 
of the Courthouse, £hey became invol<^ 
ved in thiemob, and E^ubjeci, of course, td 
their insolence. As Deims repelled with 
some force the rude pushes which he re^ 
ceived on all sides, his figure and antiqua^ 
ted dress caught the attention of the rab* 
ble, Mrho often shew an intuitive sharp- 
hess in ascribing the proper character from 
external appearance.«~ 

, " Ye*re welcome, whigs, 
Frae Bothwell briggs,*' 

sung one fellow, (for the mob of Edin- 
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burgh were at that time jacobitically 4i8- 
posed, probably because that was the line 
of sentiment most diametricfi^lly opposite to 
existing authority.) 

*' Mess David WiJIiamsoiv^ 
Chosen of tweDty» 
Ran up the pu'pit stair. 
And sang Killiecrankieyf' 

chaunted a syren^ whose proiessioa m^hi 
be guessed by her appearance. A tattered 
cadie, or errand porter, whom David Deans 
had jostled in his attempt to extricate him* 
self from the vicinity of thes^ scorners, ex» 
claimed in a strong north-country tone, 
<^ Ta de'il ding out her Cameronian een-^ 
what gi'es her titles to dunch gentlemans 
about?" 

^ << Make room for the ruling elder," said 
yet another ; ^< he comes to see a precious 
sister glorify God in the Grass-market" 

" Whisht ; shame's in ye, sirs," said the 
voice of a man very loudly, which^ as quick* 
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ly sinkiDg, said in a low but distinct tone^ 
** It's her father and sister.^ 

All fell back to make way for the suffer- 
drs ; and ali^ even the very rudest and most 
profligate, were struck with shame and si* 
lence. In the space thus abandoned to 
them by the mob, Deans stood, holding his 
daughter by the hand, and said to her, with 
a countenance strongly and sternly expres- 
sive of his internal emotion^ ^ Ye bear with 
your eafs, and ye see with your eyes, where 
and to -whom the back-slidings and defec^' 
tions of professors are ascribed by the scofl 
ifers. Not to themselves alone, but to the 
kirk of which they are members, and to its 
blessed and invisible Head; Then, weel 
may we. take wi* patience our share aiid 
portion of this out-spreading reproach." 

The man who had spoken, no other than 
our old friend Dumbiedikes, whose mouth,' 
like that of the prophet's ass, had been 
opened by the emergency of the ciase, now 
jomed them, and, with his usual taciturni- 
^X> escorted them into the Courthouse: 
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^o Opposition wa« otGittd to their entrance^ 
either by the gUArds ot door«keepier$ ; ancl 
it S$ eveii iw), fbatMifi of the latter refu- 
sed a sbtUing of eiyility«mosiey, tendered 
ham by . the Laird of DumbtedHoes, who 
vras. of opioion that <^ siller vrad mak a' 
easy." But this last incident wants confir* 

w 

ffation* 

Admitted i;^ithin the predncts of the 
Court-hoMe» ^ey found the uaiial nnmber 
of bu6y <^ce-bearers» and idle loiteren^ 
who attend on these scenes by choifie» or 
from duty. Borghers gaped and stared ; 
young lawyers saunteredy sneered^ and 
kughedj as in the pit of the theatre ; while 
others apart sat on a bench retired^ and 
reasoned highly on the doctrines of con« 
structive crime, and the true import of the 
statute* The bench was prepared for the 
arrival of the judges : The jurors wece in 
attendance. The crown^^counseJ, employed 
in looking over their briefs and notes c^ 
evidence^ looked grave, and whispered with 
each other* They oc<:upied one side oC % 
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im*ge table placed beiieath the bench ; on 
the otb^t sat the adveoates^ whom the' bus- 
manity of the Scottish law (in tlds partic»> 
lar nuoh more libeml than tliat of her si8«- 
t^x coiiQtry), not ociy peri»it$, but enjpiai^ 
to appear aacLas&ifit with their advice aod 
akill a]], persons UAder trial. Mr Nicfael 
Novit was seen actively iastructiog the 
coiimdel foi: the paanel^ (so the prisoifaer is 
called in Scottish law-phiia6eology») busy» 
bu9tUi)|^» and inqportant. When they enr 
tered the Court-room» Deans asked the 
Laard>in a tremabus whisper^ ^* Where will 
**4?fiitr 

I)umbiedikes whispered Novit, who poinlr 
ed to a vaeant ikpaoe at the bar» fronting 
the J9dgi3s, aind ii^as >abotit to Qoadiici 
Peans fjowards it 

" Nlo !'*^ be said ^ ** I caonot ait by her-~ 
I canned owa i^ef*— not as y^ at least — I 
will keep out of her sight, and turn mine 
own eyes elsewhere— Jjetteif for us baitbt** 

SaddletKCi whose repeated in^fereoce 

K2 


aS6 TALES OF MY LANDLORD* 

with the counsel had fMrocured him one or 
two rebuffs, and a special request that He 
would concern himself with hisrowQ' mat- 
ters, now saw with pleasure an opportuniiy 
of playii^ the person of importance. He 
bustled up to the poor old man, and pro« 
ceeded to exhibit his consequence, by se* 
curii^, through his interest with the bar- 
keepers and macers, a seat for Deans, in a 
situation where he was hidden from the g^^ 
neral eye by the projecting comer of the 
bench. . 

^ It's gude to have a friend at court,'* 

he said, continuing his heartless harangues 

to the passive auditor, who neither heard 

nor replied to them ; ^^ few folk but mysel 

could hae sorted ye out a seat like this— * 

the Lords will be here incontinent, and 

proceed instanter to trial. They wunna 

fence the court as they do at the Circuit^-* 

The High Court of Justiciary is aye. fenced. 

—But Lord's sake, whaf s this o't ?— Jeanie^' 

ye are a' cited witness-— Macer, this lass is a 

wi tness— she niaun be inclosed— she maun 
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M nae account be at large.«-Mr -Novit; 
fliiidna Jeanie Deans be inclosed ?" 

Novit answered in the affirmative, and of- 
fered to conduct Jeanie to the apartment, 
where, according to the scrupulous practice 
of the Scottish Court, the witnesses remain 
in^readihess to be called into court to give 
evidence ; and separated, at the same time, 
from all who might influence their testi- 
mony, or give them information concerning 
that which was passing upon the trial. 

<* Is this necessary ?" said Jeanie, still re- 
luctant tO' quit her father^s handv 

^< A matter of absolute needcessity,'' said 
Saddletree; << wha ever heard of witnesses 
no being inclosed f 

** It is really a matter of necessity," said 
the younger counsellor, retained for her 
sister ; and Jeanie reluctantly followed the 
macer of the court to the place appointed. 

^ This, Mr Deans,'' said Saddletree, «< is 
ca'd sequestering a witness j but it's clean 
di£ferent (whilk maybe ye wadna fund out 
o' yoursel), frae sequestering ane's estate or 
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effects* I hae ailen been sequestered .as a 
ivitness, for the Sheriff is in the use whiles 
to cry me in to witness the declaratioos at 
pxecognitionsy and sp is Mr Sh^surpitlaw ; 
but I was ne*er like to be sequestered o' 
land and gudes but ance» and that was Ung 
^yne, afore I was married. But whisht» 
whisht ! here's the Court coming*** 

A^ he spake> the five JLordsof Jii6tiQt«rjr« 
in their long robe3 ol^ sc$^rlet» faced with 
white, and preceded by their xnace-t>eareri 
entered with their usu^ ibrn^alities^ and 
took their places upon the beach of judg« 
meat* 

, The audience rose to receive them ; an4 
the bustle occasioned by their entrance wa§ 
hardly composed^ when a great noise and 
confusion of persons stri^glipg,and iofcibly 
endeavouring to enter at the doors of the 
Courtroom and of the gaUeries, annowK^ 
that the prisoner was about to be placed at 
the bar. This tumult takes place when thQ 
doors, at first only opened to those either 
having right to be present^ or to the bettei; 
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and 0H>re qualified ranks, are at length laid 
open to all whose curiosity induces them to 
be present on the occasion. With inflamed 
countenances and dishevelled dresses, strug- 
gling with) and sometimes fumbling over 
each other, in rushed the rude multitude, 
while a few soldiers^ forming, as it 'were, 
the centre of the tide, could scarce, with 
all their efforts, clear a passage for the pri- 
soner to the place which she was to occupy. 
By the authority of the Court, and the ex- 
ertiims of ita oncers, the tumult among the 
spectators was at length aj^oased, and the 
UQ^appy girl brought forward, and placed 
betwixt tipo ce&tinei? ^ith ickawn t^yonet8» 
as a prisoner at the bar, where ishe was to 
abide her deliverapce fof good ofievil, ac* 
cording ta tbe iaaiube of her trial. 
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CHAPTER X. 

We bave strict statotesy and most biting lawi— 
The needful bits, and curbs for headstrong steeds-^ 
Which, for these fourteen years, we have let sleep, 
Like toan o'ergrown lion in a oare, 

That goes not qut to prey* 

Meoiurejbr Meature. 

<< EuPHEMjA Deans/^ said the presiding 
Judge, in an accent in ii^hich pity was 
blended with dignity, ^^ stand up, and lis* 
ten to the criminal indictment now to be 
preferred against you^^' 

The unhappy girl, who had been stupifi- 
ed by the confusion through which the 
guards had forced a passage, cast a bewiU 
dered look on the multitude of &ces around 
her, which seemed to tapestry, as it were,, 
the walls, in one broad slope from the ceil- 
ing to the floor, with human countenancesi 
and instinctively obeyed a command, which 
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rung in her ears like the trumpet of the 
judgmentday. 

<« Put back your hair, EflSe/* 6aid one of 
the macers. For her beautiful and abun« 
dant tresses of long fair hair, Mrhich, ac« 
cordiDg to the costume of the country, um 
married women were not allowed to cover 
with any sort of cap, and which, alas t Efi 
fie dared no longer confine with the snood 
or ribband, which iikiplied purity of maiden* 
fame^ now hung unbound and dishevelted 
over her face, and almost concealed her feeti 
tures. On receiving this hint from the at- 
tendant, the unfortunate young woman; 
with a hasty, trembling, and apparently me^ 
chanical compliance, shaded back from hei^ 
.face her luxuriant locks, and showed to the 
whole court, excepting one individual, a 
countenance, which, though pale and eroa^ 
ciated, was so lovely amid its agony, that it 
called forth an universal murmur of com-' 
passion and sympathy. Apparently the ex- 
pressive sound of human feeling recalled 
the poor girl from the stupor of fear, which 
predominated at first over every other sen^ 
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sation^ and awakened h«r to the no leM 
painful sense of shame and exposure at- 
tadied to her preset situation. Her eye, 
which had at first glanced wildly arouad» 
was turned on the ground ; I)er cheek, at 
first so deadly pale, began gradually to be 
overspread with a faint blush, which in? 
creased so fast» that, when in agony of 
shame she strove to conceal her face, her 
temples, her brow, her neck, aiid all that 
her slender fiagers and small pahm ccmkl 
not cover, became of the deepest crinsoo*. 

All marked and were tnov^d by these 
changes, excepting one. It was old Deao«» 
who, motionless in his- seat, and concealed, 
as we have said, by the com» of the be»d^ 
firom seeing or being seen, did neverthelesa 
keep his eyes firmly fixed on the ground, as 
if determined that, by no possibiliily whatso^ 
ever, would he be an ocuhur witness of the 
shame of his house* 

*^ Ichabod !" he said to himse}f-~*^ Icba* 
bod! my glory is departed." 

While these refiections were paasic^ 
through his mind, the indictment, whiph 
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set forth in technieai form the crime of 
wbieb the paonei fitood .accused, xvas xead 
^ i^dttiiU and ike pxkowt was asked if she 
was Gwlty» cm: Njot Guilty. 

" Not guilty of Bay poor batra^s deaths > 
saM Effie Deans, ia ao accent correspond-^ 
iDg in plaijBtive softness of tone to the 
befttity of her features, and which was not 
heitt'd by the audience without emotion. 

The Court next directed die counsel to. 
plead to the relevancy ; tbat is, to state 
on ei^er part the argdODents in point 
of lav^! and evidence in point of £bct» 
a^aiatf aad in favour of the criminal ; after 
wliich it is the form of the Court to pro*^ 
noujice a prdiminary judgment, sending- 
the cause to the cognizance of the jury or 
asidze. 

The coun^l for the crown briefly stated 
the frequency of the crime of in&nticide, 
which had given rise to the special statute 
under which the paxinel stood indicted. 
He mentioned the various instances, many 
of them maxiced with circumstimcesof atro* 
dty^ which had at length induced the 
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King's Advocate, though with great reluci>. 
tance, to make the experiment, whether 
by stricdy enforcing the Aet of PaiiiMaent 
which had been made to prevent such^ 
enormities, their occurrence might be pre- 
vented. <^ He expected/' he said, *^ to be 
able to establish by witnesses, as well 4s by 
the declaration of the pannel herself, tfiat 
she was in tbe state described by the sta-> 
tute. According to his infonnatidn^ the 
pannel had communicated her pregnancy to* 
no one, nor did she allege in her own^ de«' 
daration that she had done so. This* se^< 
crecy was the first requisite in support of 
the indictment. The same declariation ad« 
mitted, ths^t she had borne a male child, in 
circumstances which gave but too much 
reason to believe it had died by the hands, . 
or at least with the knowledge or consent, of 
the unhappy mother. It was not, however, 
necessary for him to bring positive proof 
that the pannel was accessory to the m^r*^ 
tiier, nay, nor even to prove that the child 
was murthered at all. It was sufficient to 
support the indic^ment,^ that it could not 


TMB HEART OF MmaOTHIAN. 885; 

be found. According to the stern, but ne- 
cessary severity of this statute, she who 
should coneeal her pregnancy, wfaoshouM 
omit to call that assistance which is niost 
necessary on such occasions, was held al- 
ready to have meditated the death of her 
offspring, as an event most likely to be the 
consequence of her culpable and cruel con* 
cealment. And if, under such circum 
st2»ices, she eould net alternatively shew by 
proof that the infant had died a natural 
death, or produce , it still in l£fe, she must^ 
under the construction of the law, be held 
>o have murthered it, and su£fer death ac-^ 
cordingly." 

The counsel for the prisoner, a man of 
considefable fiune in his profession^ did not 
pretend directly to combat the arguments 
of the King's Advocate. ^^ It was enough 
for their Lordships,'' he observed, *« to 
know, that such was the law, and he ad- 
mitted the Advocate had a right to call 
for the usual interlocutor of relevancy.'^ 
But he stated, <^ that when he came to 
establish his case by proofs be^ trusted 
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to auJce out circoiMtances whidh irould 
aati^factorily elide tlie charge in the lu 
bel. His client's story was a short; but 
modt melancholy one. She was bred up in 
the. strictest tenets of* religion and virtue; 
the daughter of a woithy aqd conscientious 
pers0Ki, who in evil times had established a 
character for courage aod religion, by be<* 
Qoming a suffer^^r for conscience- sake/' 

Qavid Deans gave a convulsive start at 
bearing Jbipoaelf thus meafioned* and tben 
resumed the siituatiou^ in which, with bis^ure 
stooped ASsIastihis bands, and boih resting 
against the oocnei: of the elevated beoeh on 
which the Judges sate, he had hitherto its* 
tended to the procedui^ in the tmi. The 
wh^g lawyers seemed to be interested ^ the 
tocies i^ut up their lip« 

" WliMever may be our difference of 
opinion," jresumed the lawyer, whose fousi« 
ness it was to carry bia whole audience with 
bipi if possible, * ' concerning the peoiliar 
tenet^.of tl^^se peqile/' (here Deans gvc^ned 
deeply) ** it is impossible to deny "them the 
praise of spund* and even rigid morals^ er 
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ihdi merit of training up their chUdren in 
the fear of God ; md yet it was the daugh* 
ter of such a person whom a jury would 
shortly be called upon, in the absence of 6vi^ 
deDce»: and upon mere presumptions^ tocon* 
vict of a crime« more propedy betongmg to 
an heathen, or aisavage^ than to a Christian 
and civth'zed country. It was true^" he 
admitted, *^ that the excellent nurtuse and 
early instruction which the poor girl had 
receiired, had not. been sufficient to pre* 
serve her from guilt and error., She had 
fallen a sacrifice to an- incqnsideiaite afifec« 
tibn for a young man of prepossessing man* 
ners,. as he had been informed, but of a 
very dangerous and de^rate characten 
She was seduced under promise of marv 
riage— -a promise, which the feUbw might 
have, perhaps, done her jiistiGe by keep- 
ings had he not at that, time been called 
up0n by the law to atone. for a crime, 
violent and desperate in ilselfr boot which 
became the preface to another eventful 
hiistory, every ^ep of which, waa mark» 
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ed by blood and guilt, and the finul termr- 
nation of which had not even yet arrived. 
He believed that no one would hear him 
without surprise, when he stated ihal the 
father of this in&nt now amissing, and said 
by the leatned Advocate to have been mur- 
dered, was no other than the notorious 
Geotge Robertson, the accomplice of WiU 
8on> the hero of the memorable escape 
from the Tolbooth-Church, and, as no one 
knew better than his learned friend the 
Advocate, the principal actor in the For* 
teoni conspiracy.'^— 

<< I am sorry to interrupt a counsel in 
such a case as the present," said the presi* 
ding Judge ; ** but I must remind the learn- 
ed gentleman, that he is travellii^ out of 
the case before us." 

The counsel bowed, and resumed. ^* He 
only judged it necessary," he said, ^. to 
mention the name and situation of Rob^t- 
son, because the circumstance in which 
that character was placed, went a great way 
in* accounting for the silence on which his 
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Majesty^s counsel had laid so much weighty 
as affording proof that his client proposed 
to allow no. fair play for its life, to the help- 
less being whom she was about to bring in- 
to the worlds She had not ^announced to 
her friends that she had been seduced from 
the path of honour^— and why had she not 
done so ?-— Because she expected daily to 
be restored to character^ by her seducer 
doing her that justice which she. knew ttf 
be in his power, and believed to be in his 
inclination. Was it natural^-^was it rea« 
soiiable— -*was it fair, ' to expect that shcS 
shouldi in the interim, become^fo deseoi 
her own character, and proclaim her frailty 
to the world, when she had every reason tq 
expect, that, by concealing it for a season^ 
it might be veiled for ever ? Was it not^ 
^n the contrary, pardonable, that in such 
an emergency a young woman, in such a si- 
tuation, should be found far from dii^sed 
to make a confidante of every prying gossips 
v^ho, with sharp eyes, and eiager ears, press-' 
ad upon her for an explanation of suspicious 
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jsircumst^nces^ \thubh f^wdiesi in the lower 
-*-Iie might say which females of all ranks 
are so alert in noticitig, that they sometimes 
iHscover them where they do not cfxist? 
Was it strange^ or was it criminal, that she 
should have repelled their inquisitive ioh- 
pertinence* with petulant denials ? The 
«ense and feeling of all who heard him» 
would answer directly in the negative. But 
although his client had thus remained silent 
towards Uiose to whom she was not ealled 
upon to communicate her, situa1itm»-*«to 
whomt** said the learned gentlemati> *^ I 
will add» it would have been: unadvised 
and improper to her to have done- so; 
yet, I trust, I shall remove this case most 
|:riumphantly from under the statute, znd 
obtain the unfortunate young Woitian an 
honourable dismission from your Lord** 
sbips^ bar, by shewing, tibat she did, in due 
time and place, aild to a person ihost fit .for 
such confidence, mention the calamltoas 
circumstaaces in which she found hersel£p 
This occurred after Kobertsoa^s convictioni 
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and when he was lying in prison in expec« 
tation of the fate which his comrade Wil- 
son afterwards suffered, and from which he 
himself so strangely escaped. It was then^ 
when all hopes of having her honour re- 
paired by wedlock vanished from her eyes, 
^— -when an union with one in Robertson's 
s£tuatbn, if still practicable, might, per- 
haps, have been regarded rather as an ad*- 
dition to her disgrace-^-^it was then^ that I 
trust to be able to prove, that the prisoner 
commuiitcated and consulted with her sis«- 
ter, a young woman several years older 
than herself, the daughter of ^er father, if 
I mistake not) by a former marriage, upon 

the perils and distress of her unhappy si« 

• . • • , . 

tuation.** 

•« If, indeed, ypu are able to instruct 
^at point, Mr Fairbrother," said the presi- 
ding Judge. 


^atmJfmit 


" If I am indeed able to instrudt that 
point, my Lord,** resumed Mr Fairbrother, 
•* I trust not only to serve my client, but 
to relieve your Lordships from. that which I 
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know yoa feel the most paiofiil duty of 
yoor lugh office ; and to give all who now 
hear me the exquisite pleasure of behold- 
ing a creature so young, so ingenuous, and 
so beautiful^ as she that is now at the bar 
of your Lordships' Court, dismissed from 
thence in safety and in honour.** 

This address seemed to afiect many of 
the audience, and was followed by a slight 
murmur of applause. Deans, as he heard 
his daughter's beauty and innocent appear- 
ance appealed to, was involuntarily about to 
turn his eyes towards her ; but, recollecting 
himself, he bent them again on the ground 
with stubborn resolution. 

** Will not my learned brother, on the 
other side of the bar," continued the advo- 
cate, after a short pause, ^< share in this 
general joy, since I know, while he dis- 
charges his duty in bringing an accused 
person here, no one rejoices more in their 
being freely and honour^ly sent hence? 
My learned brother shakes his head doubt- 
iblly, and lays his hand on the pannel's de> 
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daratioD. I understand him perfectly — he 
would insinuate that the facts now stated 
to your Lordships are inconsistent with the 
confession of Euphemia Deans herself. I 
aeed not remind your Lordships, that her 
priesent defence is no whit to be narrowed 
within the boundsof her former confession ; 
and that it is not by any account which she 
may formerly have given of herself but by 
what is now to be proved for or against 
her, that she must ultimately stand or fall. 
I am not under the necessity of accounting 
for her chusing to drop out of her dedara* 
tion the circumstance of her confession to 
her sister. She might not be aware of its 
importance ; she might be afraid of impli- 
cating her sister ; she might even have for- 
gotten the cit^cuinstance entirely, in the ter- 
ror and distress of mind incidental to the ar- 
rest c^ so young a creiature on a charge so 
heinous. Any of these reasons are suffici- 
ent to account for her having suppressed 
the truth m this instance, at whatever risk 

10 
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to herself; and I incline mo3l to her erro* 
neous fear of criminating her sister, be* 
cause I observe she has had a similar tes^ 
derQess towards her lover, (however und&i 
served on his part)» and has neva once 
mentioned Robertson's name from begin* 
^ing to end of her declaratknou 

*^ But, my Lords," continued Fairbro** 
ther, " X am aware the King's Advocate wiU 
expect mie to shew, that> the proof I oflSbr 
is consistent with other circumstances of 
the case, which I do not and cannot deny. 
He wiU demand of m^ ho^ Effie peans's 
confession to her sister, previoua to- her de-* 
Uvery, is reconcileable with the mystery of 
the birth, — ^with the disappearance, perhaps 
the murder (for I wttl not deny a possibility 
whiiih X cannot disprove)i of the infant* 
My luords, the ej^planation of this la to be 
found. in the pla^abdity, perchance, I may 
say,, in the &ciUty and. pliability, of the fe< 
ifiale sex. The di^cis Amar%fBidi» trae, as 
yoor Lordships v^ell know, are easily ap-* 


peasiid y not is it pos^le to conceive a wcs 
tfian so atrociously ofi^flded by the man 
whom she has loved, but what she will re- 
tain a fund of fbrglveness, upon whieh his 
penitence, whether real or afl^ted» may 
draw largely, with a certainty that his bills 
^ill be answered. We can prove» by a let- 
ter produced in evidence, that this vO- 
tiin Robertson^ from the bottom of the 
dungeon whence he already probably me« 
ditated the escape, which he afterwards ac- 
complished by the assistance of his corn- 
fade, contrived to exercise authority over 
the mtnd^ and to direct' t;he motions, of this 
unhaj^py girl. It Was in cotti[^iance with 
%is^ injunctionsi expressed in that letter,- 
that the pannel wa^ prevailed upon to alter 
the tine of conduct which her own better 
tiboughts had suggested ; and, instead of 
^sorting, when her time of travail approach* 
ed| to the protection of her own family, was 
induced to confide herself to the charge of 
some vile agent of this nefarious seducer, 
and by her conducted to one of these soli- 
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tary ^nd secret purlieus of vUiatny, which^ 
to the fihame of our police^ still are 8u£fer* 
ed to exist in the suburbs of this city, where, 
with the assistance, and under the chaise, 
of a person of her own sex, she bore a 
male-child, under circumstances which add* 
ed treble bitterness to the woe denounced 
against our original mother. What pur- 
pose Robertson had in all this, it is hard to 
tell or even to guess* He may have meant 
to marry the girl, for her father is a man of 
substance* But, for the termination of the 
story, and the conduct of the woman whom 
he had placed about the person of Euphe- 
mia Deans, it is still more difficult to ac- 
count. The unfortunate young woman was 
visited by the fever incidental to her situa^ 
tion. In this fever she appears to have beem 
deceived by the person that waited on her, 
and, on recovering her senses, she found 
that she was childless in that abode of mi- 
sery. Her infant had been carried o£^ per* 
haps for the worst purposes^ by the wretch 
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that waited on hen It lilay have been mur* 
dered for what I can tell." 

He was here interrupted by a piercing 
shriek, uttered by the unfortunate prisoner. 
She was with difficulty brought to compose 
herself. Her counsel availed himself of the 
tragical interruption, to close his pleading 
with effect 

" My Lords," said he, •^ in that piteous 
cry you heard the eloquence of maternal 
affection, far surpassing the force of my poor 
^ords— Rachael weeping for her children ! 
Nature herself bears testimony in favour of 
the tenderness and acuteness of the prison- 
er's parental feelings. I will not dishonour 
her plea by adding a word more."* 

** Heard ye ever the like o* thj^t, Laird ?'* 
said Saddletree to Dumbiedikes, when the 
Counsel had ended his speech. ^' There's 
a chield can spin a muckle i^irn out of a 
lyee tait of tow ! De'H haet he kens mair 
about it than what's in the declaration, and 
a surmise that Jeanie Deans suld hae been 
able to say something ibout her sisterVsi* 
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tuatioDy YfhUk surmise^ Mr Crossmyloaf 
says, rests on sma' authority.-^ And he*s 
deckit this great rauckle bird out o' this wee 
egg ! He could wile the very flounders out 
o* the Firth. — What garr^d my father no 
send me to Utrecht ?~-But whisht, the Court 
is gauo to prc9K>imjce the interlocutor of 
relevancy.'* 

And accordingly the Judges^ after a few 
words, recorded their judgment^ whidi 
bore, that the indictment, if proved^ was re^^ 
levant to iivfer the pains of law ; And thai 
the defence, that the pamnel liad communi; 
cated her situatkna to her sister, w»s arele^ 
vant d^ence : And, finally, appointed t\m 
said indictment and defence to be suhmifc- 
ted to tSie judgment of an assi;se« 


, V 
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CHAPTER XL 

Most righteous judge ! a sentence.— Come> prepare. 

Merchant of Venice* 

It is by no means my Intention to de^ 
scribe minately the foitns of a Scottish cri« 
minal trial» nor aim I sure that I could 
draw up an account so intelligible and ac- 
curate as to abide the criticism of the gen- 
tlemen of the long robe* It is enough to^ 
say that the jury was impannettedy and tlie 
case proceeded* The prisoner vas again; 
required to plead to the^ fthai^e/ and she 
again repliedi ^* Not GuUty^" iiir« the. same: 
beart-thritling tone as before^* . 

The cromn counsel theA • called two or 
three female witnessesi by whese testimony 
it was establishedi: that EfSe's situ^tiiHi had 
been remarked by them^ that they bad ta^^- 
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ed her with the fact, and that her answers 
had amounted to an angry and petulant de- 
nial of what they charged her with* But, 
as very frequently happens, the declaration 
of the pannel or accused party herself was 
the evidence which bore hardest upon her 
case. 

In case these Tales should ever find their 
way across the Border, it may be proper to 
apprize the southern reader that .it is the 
practice in Scotland, on apprehending a 
suspected person, to subject him to a judi- 
cial examination before a magistrate. He 
is not compelled to answer any of the ques- 
tions asked at him, but may remain silent 
if he sees it his interest to do so. But what* 
ever answers he chuses to give are formally 
written down, and being subscribed by 
himself and the magistrate,' are produced 
against the accused in case of bis being 
brought to trial. It is true, that these de* 
clarations are not produced as being in 
themselves evidence properly so called, 
but only as admimeles of testimony, tend- 
ing to corroborate what is considered as 
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legal and proper evidence. Notwithstand- 
ing this nice distinction, however, introdu* 
ced by lawyers to reconcile this procedure 
tottieir own general rule, that a man cam 
not be required to bear witness against him#. 
self, it nevertheless usually hajppens that 
these declarations become the means of 
condemning the accused, as it were, out of 
their own mouths. The prisoner, upon 
these previous examinations, has indeed the 
privilege of remaining silent if he pleases; 
but every man necessarily feels that a refu- 
sal to answer natural and pertinent inter- 
rogatories, put by judicial authority, is in 
itself a strong proof of guilt, and will 
certainly lead to his being committed to 
prison ; and few can renounce the hope of 
obtaining liberty, by giving some specious 
account of themselves, and shewing appa* 
rent frankness in explaining their motives 
and accounting for their conduct. It, 
therefore, seldom happens that the prisoner 
refuses to give a judicial declaration, in 
which, either by letting out too much of 
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the truths or b3r^B4e«vmiriag to subfitHitIs 
a fictitious^ 9tofy» he alBMSfc 4 ways exposes 
bimaelf to sittpicion and to cimtrAdi^tioiHi^ 
iviuch weigh heavily i& the miads of the 
jury* 

The declarafttofi of J^Skt Beaiisrwas ut- 
tered on other pftnc^ts, and the feUowing 
is a sketch of its content^ givea isi the j^ 
dieial foraij in which they may stili be 
found in the; Boc^ of Ad^raal.. 

The declarant admittod a criminal :!» 
trigue witfa an indiYidiiai whose, name she 
desired to ocmoeaL ^* Being- tnteffcogated 
what berjfeason was for seicaecy on this 
point 2 She dedaivd^.thaisheibad no sitghfc 
ftcK UaflEie that persoofs; conduct, mose than 
abedid' her owo^ and that.dtelwas wiBtng 
to confess her owa fauks^. bat not tOiSa^y 
any thing which might f^nninate the ab^c 
sent. Intenrogated». if she confessed itesr 
situation^ to any obe^ or madei any ptvepara^ 
lion font her confinement ? Declares, she 
did not. And . being; interrogated whyt 
she &»bore to iajce steps which ber .sitiia^ 
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tioii 80 peren^teiily seigpttred? Decltres^ 
she was ashained; te teSi hei^ irimdar^. amdJ 
she trtuted the peraoii alie has adentUmed/ 
would proirtd^ for bev and! the io&nfe. Ih»/ 
t^TOgat«d, if he did/ so? Bedato^ thafe he^ 
did not do^sa pu^nsctoaify ;; biti> ^at itwi»' 
not h&iaelty for thai: the dcclaranfr k coiiw 
vicmd he wDukl haw^hoA down* hia lafe* 
sooner ; than. tixehadfH or she bad: eonvetoi^ 
faaviD.. liteiSK^tedy what pnvented hiai^ 
ftom keeping his praaiiib^? Dechute^ tha& 
k: was; impossflfle: for hihi^ to do so^ and d^-^ 
dinei &rlfacT autwea toi Ailv ^pestioHf iniw 
terMgailed^ where die was fiMi the peiaocb 
shefeft he^ toaater^ Mr Sad&eme^sfiittl^^: 
utitS^ber appeafnaice at hen ftitbar^i ^ at St» 
I^eonard'si the day^ before she wat appce^i^ 
heiidied :? Beelnes; she draft not ^cememksni^ 
Aod^ 09^ the mtefBogatorft behig^ repettted^- 
dmlaFesy she does nob mind; muckte abouti* 
it^ fbc : idle was very ill^ Ofi the > question^ ^ 
being-agaia lepeatedi she deelarefiK^ she wUI 
till the tluth% if it shoiddc be the inidoiri^ 
of her^ so long < as* ske^ is not asked to^ tfeU^ - 
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on Other folk; and admits, that she passed* 
that interval of time in the lodging of a 
voman, an acquaintance of that person 
^ho had wished her to that place to be de* 
livered, and that she was there delivered 
accordingly of a male child. Interrogated, 
what was the name of that person ? De« 
clares and refuses to ana weir this question. 
Interrogated^ where she lives ? Declares, 
she has no certainty, for that she was taken' 
to the lodging aforesaid under cloud of 
night Interrogated, if the lodging was in 
the city or suburbs ? Declares and refuses 
to answer that question* Interrogated,, 
whether, when she left the house of Mr Sad* 
dletree, she went up. or down the street ?: 
Declares, and refuses to answer the ques* 
tiom Interrogated, whether she had ever 
seen the woman before she was wished to 
her, as she termed it, by the person whose 
name she refuses to answer? Declares, and: 
replies, not to her knowledge. . Interroga? 
ted, whether this woman was introduced, 
to her by the said person vq'bally, or by> 
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word of mouth ? Declares, she has no free* 
dom to answer this question. Interrogated, 
if the child was alive when it was born ? De- 
clares, that — ^God help her and it !-rit cer- 
tainly was alive* Interrogated, if it died a^ 
natural death after birth ? Declares, not to 
her knowledge. Interrogated, where it now 
is ? Declares, she would give her right hand^ 
to ken, but that she never hopes to. see mair 
than the banes of it. And being interroga- 
ted, why she supposes it is now dead ? the de« 
elarant wept bitterly, and made no answer. 
Interrogated, if the woman^ in whose lod- 
ging she was, seemed to be a fit person to 
be with her in that situation ? Declares,, she 
might be fit enough for skill, but that she 
was an hard-hearted bad woman. Interro- 
gated, if there was any other person in the> 
lodging excepting themselves two? De- 
clares, that she thinks there was another 
woman, but her head was so carried with 
pain of body and trou)>k of mind, that she. 
minded her very little. Interrogated, when 
the child was taken away from her i Decla- 


f&3iy tkat she feU in a ft^er^ and was I^t* 
beadedi smd wben she eame to her own: 
miiid; tbef wooiMi tdld hef the bairn was^ 
dted $ anid that tiid dedahmt ariswered, if 
ie was dead it had had foul plaj. That^ 
thej^ttpon, the ^WOiatl wair very, sirir oui 
Hen dttd gave hei^ dMCb ilf-lai^^iiage ; and^ 
that the de|M>nettt wm fl^gbtenedr add^ 
tfaifHed 6ut 6f ilie bousef ii^hen her baick!: 
wtts tomeds and went heuie to Siint Leiir 
ntiMfff- Grtfgs^ as well as « woman iir Ueit 
odftdition doughty InteiTtfgat^i why. she^ 
did' 1^ tdl her sewy^ to:he(r sister and fa^. 
iAikr^ and'get'fo^6e^ to^seateh the house foP: 
ber^cbitd^ dead- of allvts ?> I^ckres^ it; wasL 
herftatpose tiif daso^btttednehadndttiiiiew 
IMerrogated^\)^y she'ctonceali the name oir 
iSbt^oiHiahitmd tlieplaeetif her abode now ^^ 
Hk d^daiant! reUkakMd silent ibr a tiok^^ 
attff thttn^said^^ thtft to do stt ecmld^BOt ro^* 
ff^aittbc^skaith that waa done, birt migbt bef 
Aie oecasiob of fflcfre^ Interrogated^ whe^ 
thet she had herndif^at' any tiniei had * an}R 
purpose of jetting: a'Mftf^ tfai$ dlild by vioi^* 
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knee ? Dedarest Never ; so m^ht God be 
merciful to her«— and then again deckrea 
Never, when she was in her perfect saises % 
but what bad thoughts the Enemy might 
put into her brain when she was out df 
herself, she cannot answer* And s^ain so* 
lemnlj interrogated, declares,, that sh6 
would have been drawn with wild horses,^ 
rather than have touched the bairn with all 
munotherly hand. Interrogated, declares* 
that among the iU language the womaa 
gave her, she did say sore enough that the 
dedarant had htut the bairn when she waa 
iu the bratn-fever ; but that the declaranit 
does not believe that idbe said this from an^ 
other cause than to frighten her, and make 
her be silent. Interrogated,^ what else the 
woman said to her ? Declares, that whesfc 
the declarant cried loud ibr her baim^ and> 
was like to raise the neighbours, the wo» 
man threatened her, that they that could 
step the wean's skirUag would slbo^ hei% 
if she did not keep a^ the lounder. And 
that this direat, with the manner of the wo« 


25ft TALES Of WtY EANBLOaih 

man, made the dedarant condiide, that the 
bairn^s life was gone, and her own in dai^ 
ger, for that the woman was a desperate 
bad woman,, as the declarant judged, frofl^ 
the language she used* Interrogated, de. 
dares, that the fever and delirium were 
brought on her by hearing bad news, sud- 
denly told to her, but refuses to say what 
the said news related to. Interrogated, why 
she does not now communicate these par** 
tioulars, which might, perhaps, enable the 
magistrate to ascertain whether the child is 
living or dead ; and requested to observe, 
that her refusing to do so, exposes her 
own life, and leaves the child in bad 
hands; as also, that her present refusal 
to answer on such points, is inconsistent 
with her alleged * intention to make a 
clean breast to her sister ? Declares, that 
she kens the bairn is now dead, or, if 
living, there is one that will look after it ; 
that for her own living or tlying, she is in 
God's hands, who knows her innocence of 
haiming her baira with ha wiU or know« 
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ledge i and that she has altered her reso- 
lution of speaking out^ which she enter- 
tained when she left the woman's lodging, 
on aecount of a matter which she has since 
learned. And declares, in general, that she 
is wearied, and will answer no more ques* 
tions at this time*** . 

Upon a subsequent examination, Euphe- 
mia Deans adhered to the declaration she 
had formerly made, with thiraddition, that 
a paper found in her trunk being shewn 
to her, she admitted that it contained the 
credentials, in consequence of which she 
resigned herself to the conduct ^f the wo* 
man at whose lodgings she was delivered 
of the child. Its tenor ran thus :^~ 

^* Dearest Effie, 
<* 1 have, gotten the means to send to 
you by a woman who is well qualified to as- 
sist you in your approaching streight ; she 
is not what I could wish her, but I cannot 
do better for you in my present condition. 
I am obliged to trust to her in this present 
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cahtmityy for mjself and you too* I hope 
tor the best, though I am now in^ a sdre 
pinch i yet thought is free*-I think Han« 
die Andie and I may queer the stifter*^^ Sot 
all that is come and gone. You will be 
angry for me witting this, to my little Ca<- 
meronian Lily ; but if I can but live tobi^ 
a comfort to you» and a father to your ba- 
bie» you will have plenty of time to scoId«-«- 
Once more let none know your counsel-^- 
my life depeiids on this hag, d-^n her^^ 
riie is both deep and dangerous, but she 
bala njor^ wiles and wit than ever were in^ a 
beldame's head, and has cause to h6 true to 
me. Farewell, my Lily-^Do not droops ctt 
my account^in a week I will be yours, oi^ 
no more my own/* 

Then followed a postscript << If tiTey. 
must truss me, I will repent of nothing tio 
much, even at the last hard pinch, as of 
the injufy I have done my Lily.' 




* Av4id the grilowi. 
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. Effie refused to say from whom she h«4. 
received this letter, but euough of the story 
was now known, to ascertain that it camq 
from Robertson ; and from the date» it ap^ 
peared to have been written about thq 
time when Andrew Wilspn and he werq 
meditating their first abortive attempt tQ 
escape, which miacarified in the manner 
mentioned in the bc^nningpf this history. 
T!h^ evidence pf the Crown being con- 
cluded, the counsel for the prisoner beigai) 
to lead a proof in her dj^ence. The &t$% 
witnesses were examined upon the girl's^ 
character* All gave her ^n exceUent one^ 
but ncme with moce feeling than worthy 
Mrs Saddletree, who, with the tears on her 
cheeks, declared, that she could npt havq 
had a higher opinion of Effie Deans, qt a 
wore siocere regard for her, if she had been 
her own daughter. All present gave the 
lionest woman credit for her goodness of 
heart, excepting her husband, who whis^ 
pcred. to Djambicdikes, « That Nickel No^ 
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vit of yours is but a raw hand at leadhif 
evidence, I'm thinking. What signified his 
bringing a woman here to snotter and sni- 
vel, and bather their Lordsbips ? He should 
hae ceeted me, sir, and I should hae giea 
them sic a screed o' testimony, they should- 
na hae touched a hair o 'her head." 

*< Hadna ye better get up and try't yet,*' 
said the Laird. ^' I'li mak a sign to Novit." 
^* Na, na,'' said Saddletree^ ^' thank ye 
for naething, neighbour — that would be ul- 
troneous evidence, and I ken what belangs 
to that i but Nichel Novit suld hae had 
me ceeted debUo tempore*'' And wiping 
his mouth with his silk handkerchief with 
great importance, he resumed the port and 
manner of an edified and intelligent audi* 
tor. 

Mr Fairbrother now premised, in a few 
words, <* that he meant to bring forward 
his most important witness, upon whose evi- 
dence the cause must in a great measare 
depend. What his client was, they had 
learned from the preceding witnesses, and 
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« 

BO far as general character, given in the 
most forcible terms, and even with tears, 
could interest every one in her fate, she 
had already gained that advantage. It 
was necessary, he admitted, that he should 
produce more positive testimony of her in- 
nocence than what arose out of general cha- 
racter, and this he undertook to do by the 
mouth of the person to whom she had com- 
municated her situation — by the mouth of 
her natural counsellor and guardian*— her 
sister.— Macer, call into court, Jean, or 
Jeanie Deans, daughter of David Deans^ 
cowfeeder, at Saint Leonard's Crags." 

Wlien he uttered these words, the pri- 
soner at the bar instantly started up, and 
stretched herself half-way over the bar^ 
towards the side at which her sister was 
to enter. And when, slowly following 
the officer, the witness advanced to the 
foot of the table, Effie, with the whole ex» 
pression of her countenance altered^ from 
that of confused shame and dismay, to an 


"Of it 


fi64 TALB8 OF MT LANDLOftD* 

eager, imploring, and almost extatic ear- 
nestness of entreaty, with outstretched 
* hands, hair streaming back, eyes raised ea* 
gerly to her sister's face, and glistening 
through tears, exclaimed, in a tone which 
went through the heart of all who heard 
her— <* O Jeanie, Jeanie, save nie, save 
me r 

With a different feelitaj^ yet equsdly ap- 
propriated to his proud and self-dependent 
character, old Deans drew himself back 
still farther under tire cover of the ,bench^ 
so that when Jeanie, as she entered the 
court, cast a timid glance towards the 
place at which she had left hind seated,hi3 
Venerable figure was no longer visible. He 
sate down on the other side of Dumbie- 
dikes, wrung his hand hard, and whisper 
ed, ** Ah, Laird, this is warst of a*^f I can 
but win ower this part>— I feel my head 
unco dizzy ^ but my Master is stroug in his 
servant's weakness.** After a moment's men- 
tal prayer, he again started up, as if im« 
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. . . ; I 

patieifit of continuing in any one posture, | 

and gradually edged himself forward to- ^ j 

wards the place he had just quitted. I 

Jeanie in the meantime had advanced to 

i 

the bottom of the table, when, unable to 
resist the impulse of affection, she sudden- 
ly extended her hand to her sister. Effie 



was just within the distance that she could 
^eize it with both hers, press it to. her 
mouth, cover it with kisses, and bathe it in 
tears, with the fond devotion that a Catho- 
lie would pay to a guardian saint descend- 
ed for his safety } while Jeanie, hiding her 
own face with her other hiurd, wept bitter- 
ly. The sight would have moved a heart 
of -stone, much more of flesh and blood* 
Many of the spectators shed tekrs, and it 
was some time before the presiding Judge 
himself could so far subdue his emo- 
tion, as to reqtiest the witness to compose 
herself, and the prisoner to forbear those 
tniitks of eager afiection, which, however 
natural, could not be permitted at that 
time, and in that presencet 

VOL. n. M 
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The solemn oath,— ^< the truth to tell, 
and no truth to conceal, as far as she knew 
or should be asked at," was then administer- 
ed by the Judgie ^< in the name of God, and 
as the witness should answer to God at the 
great day of judgment }" • an awful adjura^ 
tiouy which seldom fails to make impres- 
sion even on the most hardened charac- 
ters, and to strike with fear even the most 
upright. Jeanie, educated in the most de- 
vout reverence for the name and attributes 
of the Deity, was« by the soleninity of a di- 
rect appeal to his person and justice, awed^ 
but at the same elevated above all cotu 
siderations, save those which ' she could, 
with a clear conscience, call him to wit- 
ness» She repeated the form in a I9W and 
reverend, but distinct tone of voice, after 
the Judge, to whom, and not to apy infe- 
rior officer of the Cqurt,^ the task }s assign^ 
ed in Scotland of directing the witn^ in 
that solemn appeal, which is the sanction 
of his testimony. 

• 

When the Jud^e had finished tlfo e§t;a^ 
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blished form, he added in a feeling, but 
y^ 4 monitory tone, an advice, which the 
cireumstances appeared to him to call for. 

" Young woman," these were his words, 
«< you come before this Court in circum- 
stance% which it would be worse than cruei 
not to pity and to sympathize with. Yet it is 
my duty to tell you, that the truth, what- 
ever its consequences may be, the truth is 
what you owe to your country, and to that 
God whose word is truth, and whose name 
you have now invoked. Use your own 
time in answering the questions that gen- 
tleman" (pointing to the counsel) *< shisdl 
put to you— «But remember, that what you 
may be tempted to say beyond what is the 
actual truth, you must answer both here 
and hereafter." 

The usual questions were then put to 
her : Whether any one had indtilieted her 
what evidence she had to deliver? Whe- 
ther any one had given or promised her 
any good deed, hire, or rewards for her ted* 
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timony ? Whether she had any msdice or 
ilUwill at his Majesty's Advocate^ being the. 
party against whom she was cited as a wit- 
ness ? To which questions she succe^ively 
answered by a quiet negative. But, their 
tefior gave great scandal and ofl^nce to her 
father, who was not aware that they are 
put to every witness as a matter of form# 

^* Na, na," he exclaimed, loud enough to 
be heard, ^^ my bairn is no like the widow 
of Tekoah— nae man has putten words into 
her mouth.'' 

One oftheJudges, better acquainted^ per- ' 
haps, with the fioc^ks of Adjournal tbasi 
with the Book of Samuel, was ^disposed ta 
make some instant enquiry after this Widow 
Tekoah, who, jus he construed the matter, 
had been tampering with the evidence. ^But 
the presiding Judge, better versed in Scrip- 
ture, history, whispered to his learned bro- 
ther the . necessary explanation ; and &e 
paiis0 occasioned by this mistake, had the 
good effect of giving Jeanie Deans time to 
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collect her spirits for the painful task she 
had to perform. 

Fairbrothery whose practice and intefli- 
gence were considerable, saw the necessity 
of letting the witness compose herself. In 
his heart he suspected that she came to 
bear false witness in her sister's cause. 

'* But that is her own affair/' thought 
Fairbrother f " and it is my business to see 
that she has plenty of time to regain com- 
posure, and to deliver her evidence, be it 
true, or be it false-— i?afe»/ quantum;^' 

Accordingly, he commenced his interro- 
gatories with uninteresting questions, which 
admitted of instant reply. 

<* You are, I think, the sister of the pri- 
soner P*^ 

«* Yes, sir.** 

*« Not the full sister, however P 

" No, sir,— we are by different mothers.** 

**True; and you are, I think, several 
years older than your sister ?** 

^^ Yes, sir,*' &c. 
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After the advocate had conceived that^ 
by these prelimioary and unioiportaiit ques- 
tions, he had familiarized the witness with 
the situation in which she stood, he asked, 
<* whether she had not remarked her sister's 
state of health to be altered during the lat- 
ter part of the term, when she had lived 
with Mrs Saddletree ?* 

Jeanie answered in the affirmative. 

<< And she told you the cause of it^ my 
dear, I suppose,'' said Fairbrother, in an 
easy, and, as one may say, an inductive sort 
of tone« 

<< I am sorry to interrupt vxjj brother/' 
said the Crown Counsel, rising, <^ but I am 
in your Lordships' judgment, whether this 
be not a leading question/' 

«< If this point is to be debated," said the 
presiding Judge, *^ the witness must be re- 
moved." 

For the Scottish lawyers regard with a 
sacred and scrupulous horror, every ques- 
tion so shaped by the counsel examining. 
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as to convey to a witness the least intima- 
tion of the nature of the answer which is 
desired from him. These scruples, though 
founded on an excellent principle, are some- 
times carried to an absurd pitch of nicety, 
especially as it is generally easy for a lawyer 
who has his wits about him, to elude the ob- 
jection, Fairbrother did so in the present 
case. 

• « It is not necessary to waste the time of 
the Court, my Lord; since the King's Coun- 
sel think it worth while to object to the 
form of my question, I will shape it other- 
wise—Pray, young woman, did you ask 
'your sister any question when you observed 
her looking unwell ?— -take courage—speak 
out." 

' « I asked her,** replied Jeanie, " what 
ailed her,* 

" Very well— take your own time— and 
what was the answer she made ?* continued 
Mr Fairbrother. 

Jeanie was silent, and looked deadly pale. 
It was not that she at any one instant en- 
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tertained an idea of the po^bility of preva* 
ricatioB— -it was the natural hesitation to 
extinguish the last spark of hope that re- 
mained for her sisten 

** Take courage^, young woman/' said 
Fairbrother.— " I asked what your sister 
said aited her when you inquired?** 

^^ Nothing," answered Jeanie^ with a &iat 
voice, which was yet heard distinctly in the 
xnost distant comer of the Court-room, — 
such an awful and profound silence had 
been preserved during the anxious interval, 
which had interposed betwixt the iawyer^s 
question and the answer of the witness. * 

Fairbrotber's countenance fell ; bat wi& 
that ready presence of mind, which is $ts 
useful in civil as in military emergencies^ 
he immediately rallied.— <* Notiiipg ? True ; 
you mean nothing ^t first — ^butwben you 
asked her again, did she not tell you wliat 
ailed her?" * • . 

The question was put in a tone meant 
to make her comprehend the importance of 
her answer, had she not been already awai?e 
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of it The ice was broken, however, and, 
with lefts pause than at first, she now repti* 
ed, — ^^ Alack ! alack I she never breathed 
word to me about it." 

A deep groan passed through the Court 
It was echoed by one deeper and more 
agonized from the unfortunate father. The 
hope, to which unconsciously^ and in spite 
of himself, he had still secretly clung, had 
now dissolved, and the venwable oljd man 
fell forwards senseless on the floor of the 
Courthouse, with hia head at the fo()t of 
his terrified • daughter. The unfortunate 
prisoner, with impotent passion, strove with 
the guards, betwixt whom she was placed. 
^ Let me gang to my fathep— 1. mil gang 
to him-~I will gang to htm-— he is dead--^ 
he is killed— I hae killed him !''— she re- 
peated in frenzied tones of grief, which 
those who heard them did not speedily 
forget 

Even in this moment of agony and ge- 
neral confusion, Jeanie did not lose that 
superiority, which a deep and firm mind 
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assures to its possessor^ under the most 
trying circiimstauces. 

'< He is my &thet — hfc ij our father/' she 
mildly repeated to those who eodeatouned 
to sepaiat^ theih as she stoopedt«i*-6haded 
aside his grey hairs^ and began assiduoiniy 
to chafe bis temples. 

The Judge, after repeatedly wiping his 
oyes» gave dijrections that they should be 
transported into a neighbouring i^fNutmenty 
and carefully att^ided. . Hie prisoner, as 
her father was homt from the Court, and 
her sister slowjy followed, purstted them 
with her eyes so earnestly fixed# as if they 
would have started from their socket. Bot 
when they were no longer visible^ she seem- 
ed to find, in her despairing and desoted 
state, a courage which she had not yet ex- 
hibited. 

** The bitterness of it. is now past,^' she 
said, and then boldly addressed the. Court. 
^< My Lords, if it is your pleasure to gang 
on wi' this matter, the weariest day 
hae fiB end at last" 
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The Judge, who, much to his hcmoiuy 
had shared deeply in the general sy mpathy, 
was surprised at being recalled to his duty 
by the prisoner. He collected himself, and 
requested to know if the pannel's counsel 
had more evidence to produce. Fairbro- 
ther replied, with an air of dejection, that 
. his proof was concluded. 

The King's Counsel addressed the jury 
for the crown. He said in few words, that 
no one could be more concerned than he 
was for the distressing scene which they 
had just witnessed. But it was the neces- 
sary consequence of great crimes to bring 
distress and ruin upon all connected with 
the perpetrators. He briefly reviewed the 
proof!^ in which' he showed.that all the cir- 
cumstances of the case concurred with those 
required by the act under which the unfor- 
tunate prisoner was tried : That the coun- 
sel for the pannel had totally failed in pro- 
ving, that Euphemia Deans had communis 
nicated her situation to her sister : That, 
respecting h$r previous good character, he 
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was sorry. to observe, that it was females 
who possessed the world's good report, and 
to whom it was justly valuable, who were 
most strongly tempted, by shame and fear 
pf the world's censure, to the crime of in* 
fanticide : That the child was murdered, he 
professed to entertain no doubt. The va^ 
cillating and incpnsistent declaration of the 
prisoner herself, marked as it was by bu- 
merous refusals to speak the truth on sub- 
jects, when, according to her own story^^ it: 
would have been natural, as well as advao* 
tagepus, to have been candid ; even this 
imperf($ct declaration left no doubt in bis 

^ i . • ■ 

,niind as to the fate of the unhappy infant. 
Neither could he dq.ubt that the panuiel 
was a partner in this guilt Who else had 
an interest in a deed so inhuman ? Surely 
neither Robert^pn, nor Robertson's agent, 
in whose house she was delivered, hs^d tb^ 
least temptation to c6mmit such a crime^ 
unless upon her account, with her conni- 
vance, and for the sake of ssiying her repu- 
tation* But it was not required of himj hy 
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the law^ that he should bring precise proof 
of the murder, or of the prisoner's acces- 
- sion to it. It was. the very purpose of the 
statute to substitute a certain chain of pre- 
sumptive evidence in place of a probation, 
which^ in such cases, it was peculiarly dif- 
ficult to obtain* The jury might peruse 
the statute itself, and they, had also the 
libel and interlocutor of relevancy ta direct 
them in point of law. He put it to the 
con^ence of the jwy, that under both be 
was entitled to a verdict of Guilty. 

The charge of Fairbrother was inuchr 
cf'amped by his having failed in the proof 
which he expected to lead* But he fought 
his losing cause with courage and con- 
stancy* He. ventured to arraign the seve- 
rity of the statute under which the you^^ 
woman was tried. •• In jail other cases,?* 
he said, '^ the first thitig- required of the 
criminal prosecutor was, to prove unequi- 
voca^lly that the crime libelled had actual- 
ly been committed, which }awyer9 called 
proving the corpus delicti. But this sta- 
tute, made doubtless with the best inten« 


280 TALES OF MY LANDLOBD*^ 

He concluded a learned speech, with ian 
'elegant peroration on the scene they, haid 
just witoe^sed^ during which Saddletree fell 
Ikst asleep/ 

It was fiotir the presiding Judge^s tuni to 
addreiss the jury. He did so briefly and 
distinctly. 

. ••It was for the jury," he said, •• to coa- 
.sider whether the prosecutor had made out 
his plea. For hin»elf, he sincerely grieved 
to say, that a shadow of doubt remained not 
^upoQ his mind concerning the verdict whicli 
the inquest had to bring in. He would not 
follow the prisoner's counsel through the 
impeachment which be had brought against 
.the statute of King William^ and Queen 
Mary» He and the jury were swM'n to 
judge according to the laws as they stood, 
not to criticise, or to evade, or even to jus- 
tify them. In no civil case would a coun« 
sel have been perm&ted tapl^ his cKenl's 
case in the teedi of the law; but in the 
bard situation in whicb counsel were often 
placed in the Criifiinal Cburt, as well as^out 
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of favour to all presuoiptions of innoeeniee^ 
he had not inclined to interrtif^t the leaitietd 
gentleman, or narrow his plea. The pre- 
sent law, as it now stood, had been insti- 
tuted by the wisdom of their fathers, tx> 
check the alarming progress of a dreadful 
crime : when it was found too severe for its 
purpose, it woi^d doubtless be akered by 
the wisdom of the legislature ; at preseqt 
it WHS the law of the land, the rule of 
the court, and, according t&the oath which 
they had taken,, it must be that of the jury- 
This unhapipy girPs Jidtuation could not 
be doubted ; that she had borne a child, 
and that the child had disappeared, weiie 
catain &cts. The learned counsel had 
failed to sdiow that she had communicated . 
her situation. All the requisites of the si- 
tuation required by the statute were there- 
fore before the jury. The learned gentle* 

iDan had, indeed; desired them to throw out 

• * . 

of cQiisideration the pannel's ^wn oonfes- 
fridn, whkh' was the plea ustjolly urged, in 
penury of all others, by courael in his si« 


SI82 TAXiEa OP MT LANDLORD. 

/tuatkm^ v^bo lumaily felt that the decl^dra- 
tions of their clients bore hard on them. 
But that the Scottish Jaw designed that a 
certain weight should be laid on these de- 
< cli^rAtions, which, he admitted, were qm- 
dammAdo extrajudicial, was evident from 
the UQiver!sal practice by which they were 
alwi^ produced and read, as part of the 
prosecutor'3 probation;. In the present 
case, no person^ who had heard the wit- 
nesses describe the appearance of the yout^ 
woman before she left Saddletree's house, 
. and contrasted it with tliat of her state and 
.conditioA at her return to her father's, could 
have any doubt that the&ct of delivery had 
taken place, as set forth in her own declara- 
tion, whidb was, therefore, not a solitary 
piece of testimony, but adminiculated and 
suppOTted by the strongest circumstanMal 
proof. 

^< He did not," he said, << state the impres- 
sson upon his own mind with the purpose 
of hiassing theirs* He had felt no less than 
they had done from the scene of domestic 
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misery which had been exhibited before 
them ; and if they, having God and a good 
conscience, the sanctity of their oath, and 
the regard due to the law of the country, 
before their eyes, could come to a conclu- 
sion favourable to this unhappy prisoner, 
he should rejoice as much as any one in 
Court; for never had he found his duty 
more distressing than in discharging it that 
day, and glad he would be to be relieved 
from the still more painful task, which 
< would otherwise remain for him.^ 

The jury, having heard the Judge's ad- 
dress, bowed and retired, preceded by a 
macer of Court, to the apartment destined 
for their deliberation* 
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CHAPTER XII. 


I 


Law, take thy victim— May she find the mercy 

ttk yoa mild BtaTeD« which this hard world denies her* 

It was all hoar ere the jurors returned,aHd 
as they traversed the cirowd ^ith slow sieps, 
as men about to discharge themselves of a 
heavy atid painful' responsibility^^ ihe ati- 
dience was hushed into profound, e&tnSsA^ 
and awful silence. 

<< Have you agreed on your chancetlon 
gentlemen ?'' was the first question of the 
Judge. 

The foreman, called in Scotland the 
chancellor of the jury, usually the man of 
best rank and estimation among the assL- 
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z^Sy Stepped fpvws^rd, and, with a low re« 
verence, Slivered to the Court a sealed 
pqper, coDtjjdning the verdict^ whichj^^iintil 
oClateyears^ that verbal returns are in some 
induces per^tted> was always couched^in 
writing. The jury remained standing while 

t-the Judge broke the sealsf ; and having pe« 
rused the paper, banded it, with an air of 
mouroful grayityj down to the clerk of 
Court, wfao^roceeded to engross in the re- 
cord the yet unknown verdict, of whicht 
faojveever, all omeqed the tn^cal contents. 
A form stiU; remained, trifling and unimpdr- 
tapt in itself, ; but to which imagination 

^ adds a sort of solemnity, from the awful 
ooqt^ion; upon which it is used. . A lighted 
candle was placed on the taUe, the odriginal 
paper pontaining the vwdict was inclosed in 

^ a. sheet of pftper, and, sealed with the 
Judge^sown signet, was transmitted to the 
'Crown*office, to be preserved among other 
records of the same kind. As all this is 
i^ransacted in profound silence, the produ* 
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cing and extinguishing the candle seems 
a type of the human spark which is shortly 
afterwards doomed to be quenched, and 
excites in the spectators something of the 
same effect which in England is obtain- 
ed by the Judge assuming the fatal cap of 
judgment When these preliminary forms 
had been gone through* the Judge required 
Euphemia Deans to attend to the verdict 
to-be read, 

«After the usual words of style> the ver- 
dict set forth» that the Jury having made 
choice of John Kirk, Esq. to be their chan- 
cellor, and Thomas Moore, merchant, to 
be their clerk, did,, by a plurality of voices, 
find the said Euphemia Deans Guilty of 
the crime libelled ; but, in consideratiott 
of^her extreme youth, and the cruel cir- 
cumstances of her case, did eamcistly en- 
treat that the Judge would recommend her 
to the mercy of the Crown. ' 

" Gentlemen," • said the Judge, «* yoii 
have done your duty-- ^and a painful one it 
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must have been to men of humanity like 
you. I Willi undoubtedlyf transmit your 
recommendation to the throne* But it is 
my duty to tell all who now hear me» but 
especially to inform that unhappy young 
wottian^ in order that her mind may be set- 
tled acjcordingly, that I have not the least 
hope of a pardon being granted in the pre* 
sent case. You know the crime has been 
increasing in this huad, and I know far- 
ther, that this has been ascribed to the 
lenity in which the laws have been exerci-^ 
sed, and that there is therefore no. hope 
whatever of obtaihtng a remission for this 
offence." The Jury bowed again^ and, re* 
leased from their paitiful office, ^ dispersed 
themsdvefil among. the mass of byestandenu 
The Court then askied Fairbrotber^ whe- 
ther he had any thing, to say, why judgment 
should not follow op the verdict i iThe coun* 
seH had spent sbme time iii perusing, and re- 
perusing the verdict, counting the letters 
in each juror's name, and weighing every 
phrase, nay every syllable, in the nicest scales 
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of liegal critidsm* Buttbeclerk of thejary 
had understood his business too well. No 
flaw was to be foutldi and Fairbrotber 
mournfiiHy intimated, that he had nothing 
to say in arrest of judgment* 

The presidttig Judge then' addressed the 
unhappy prisoner :•— -^*£u()hemia DeanS) at- 
tend to the sentence of the C!ourt now to 
be' pronounced agstin^ you.** 

Ste rose from her seat, and with a com- 
posure far gveater than <M>uld hate be6n 
augured from her demeanour duriflgbOme 
psnrts of the traalf abode the ^cottduston of 
the awful scene. So nearly does the men- 
tal portion of our feelings resemble tiiose 
wliich are onporal^ that t6e first severe 
blows which we receive fadng with them a 
stunning apathy, which renders us ind^fer- 
ent to those tfaaifolloW'them; So said Man* 
^rin, when he was undergomg the punish- 
ment of the wheel f and so have ail ftlt, 
upon whom succeasive inffictions h«ve de- 
scended with continuous and reiterated 
violence* . 
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'< Young womaoi'* said the JudgCf ^* it is 
fny painful duty to tell yout that your life 
i» forfeited under a law> which, if it may 
Hfim in some degree severe, is yet wisely 
00, to reqder those of your .unhappy situa* 
tioB aware what risk they run, by cojiceaU 
ingp out of pride or false shame, their lapse 
firofn virtue, and making no preparation to 
save thelivesof the unfortun ateinfimts whom 
Ibey are to bring into the Mfforld* When 
ypu conceid^ your situation from your mis- 
jbress, your sister, and other worthy andcom* 
paftMooate persons of your own sex, in whose 
&vour your fprwer conduct had given ypn 
f^ fair place, you netm to me to have bad in 
your contemf^ation, at least, the death of 
the helpless creature, for whose/ life you 
jst^gji^eted to provide. How the child was 
disposed <^— -whether it was dealt upon bj 
APOther, or by yourself— whether the ex- 
traordinary story t^ou haye.l^ld is partly 
fiiUe^ or altogether so, is^ between .God 
und your own .coMcience* I will not ag- 

voL.n. V . . :. : L.. . 


.^akji ji^-,.— — — »"" - '^r* 1 


290 TALES OF MT LANDLORD* 

gravate your distress by pressing on that 
topic, but I do most solemnly adjure you 
to employ the remaining space of your time 
in making your peace with Ood, for which 
purpose such reverend ^dwgyman, as you 
youTsetf may name, shall have access to you. 
Notwithstanding the humane recommenda- 
tion of the jury, I cannot afford to you, in 
the present circumstances of the country, 
the slightest hope that your life will he pro- 
longed beyond the peiiod assigned for the 
execution of your sentence* Forsaking, 
therefore, the thoughts of this woiid, let 
your mind be prepared by repentance for 
those of more awful moments-^for death, 
judgment, and eternity.— Doomsteri read 
the sentence." 

When the Doomster shewed himself, a tall 
hagard figure, arrayed in a fantastic gar- 
ment of black and grey, passmented with 
lacci all fell b^ack with a sort of instinctive 
horror, and made wide way for him to ap« 
proach the foot of the table. As this office 
was held by the common executioner, men 
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shouldered each other backward to avoid 
even the touch of his garment, and some 
were seen t;o brurii their own clothes, which 
had accidentally become subject to such 
contamination. A sound went through the 
court, produced by each person drawing 
in their breath hard, as men do when they 
expect or witness what is frightful, and at 
the same time affecting* The caitiff villain 
yet seemed, amid his hardened brutality, to 
have some sense of his being the object of 
public detestation, which made him impa- 
tient of being in public, as birds of evil omen 
are anxious to escape from day -light, and 
from pure air. 

Repeating after the Clerk of Court, he 
gabbled over the words of the sentence, 
which condemned Euphemia Deans to be 
conducted back to the Tolbooth of Edin- 
burghi and detained there until Wednesday 
'the — ^-i day of } and upon that day, 

betwixt the hours of two and four o^clock 
afternoon, to be conveyed to the common 


»--• 


£92 TAJLS8 or MT LAHDLOAD. 

place of e3Lecution» and there hanged by the 
neck upon a gibbet. ^* And this," said the 
Doomster, aggravating his bar&h voice^ ^' I 
pronounce for doom.'* 

He vanished when be had spoken the last 
emphatic word^ like a foul iiend after the 
purpose of his visitation has been accom- 
plished ; but the impression of horror ex- 
cited by his presence and his errand, re- 
mained upon the crowd of spectators. 

The unfortunate crlmiQaU 90 she must 
now be termed, with more susceptibility, 
and more irritable feelings t^an her father 
and sister, was founds in this emergence, to 
possess a considerable share of their cou- 
Tage. She had remained standing mottoa- 
less at the bar 4irbile the sentence was pro- 
nounced, and was observed to shut her eyes 
when the Doomster appeared. But she was 
the first to break silence when that evil 
form had left his place.^ 

" God forgive jre, my lords,'' she said, 
** and dinna be angry wi' me for wishing 
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it— we a' need forgiveness; — As for myself 
I canna blame ye, for ye act up to your 
lights ; and if I havena killed my poor in* 
fant, ye may witness a' that hae seen it this 
day, that I hae been the means of killing 
my grey-headed father — I deserve the warst 
frae man, and frae God too—But God is 
mair mercifu' to us than we are to each 
other." 

With thesewords the trial concluded. The 
crowd rushed, bearing forward and shoul- 
dering each other, out of uie court, in the 
same tumultuary mode in which they had 
entered; and, in the excitation of animal 
motion and animal spirits, soon forgot what* 
ever they had felt as impressive in the scene 
which they had witnessed. The profession* 
al spectators, whom habit and theory had 
rendered as callous to the distress of the 
scene as medical men are to those of a 
surgical operation, walked homeward in 
groupes, discussing the general principle of 
the statute under which the young woman 
was condemned, the nature of the evidence, 
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and the arguments of the counsel, ni^ithout 
considering even that of the Judge as ex« 
empt from their criticism. 

The female spectators, more compassion- 
atei were ]oud in exclamation against that 
part of the Judge's speech which seemed to 
cut off the hope of pardon. 

^* Set him up, indeed," said Mrs Howden^ 
^< to tell us that the poor lassie behoved ta 
die, when Mr John Kirk, as civil a gentle- 
man as is within the pc^ts of the tawn^ took 
the pains to ptigg for her himsell." 

*< Ayi but neighbour/' said .Miss Darna* 
hoy, drawing up her thin maidenly form to 
its full height of prim dignity—-^ I really 
think this unnatural business of having bas* 
tard-baims should be putten a stop to~- 
There isna a huzzy now on this side of 
thirty that ye can. bring withia your doors, 
but there will be chields— »writei;-lads, pren-^ 
tice-lads, and what not — coming traiking 
after them for their destruction, and dis- 
crediting ane's honest bouse ioto the bar-* 
gain-^I hae nae patience wi' them." 
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^* Hout, neighbour," said Mrs Howden, 
•• we suld live and let live — we hae been 
young oursells, and we are no aye to 
judge the warst when lads and lasses for- 

4 

gather," 

** Young oursells ? and judge the warst ?" 
said Miss Damahoy. ** I am no sae auld 
as that comes tO| Mrs Howden ; and as 
for what ye ca' the warst^ I ken neither 
good nor bad about the matter^ 1 thank 
my stars.** ^ 

•• Ye are thankfu' for sma*^ mercies, then/' 
said Mrs Howden, with a toss of her head ; 
•* and as for you and yoiing— I trow ye 
were doing for yoursell at the last riding 
of the Septs Parliament, and that was in 
the gracious year seven, sae ye can be nae 
sic chicken at ony rate." 

Plumdamas, who acted as squire of the 
body to the two contending dames, instant- 
ly saw the hazard of entering into such de^ 
licate points of chronology, and being a 
lover of peace and good neighbourhood, 
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lost no time fn briDging back the conversa* 
tion to ite original subject. 

•• The Judge didna tell us a* he could hae 
telPd us, if he had liked, about the appK* 
cation for pardon, neighbours," said he f 
" there is aye a wimple in a lawyer*s clew ; 
but it's a wee bit of a secret.** 

" And what is't ? — what is*t, neighbour 
Flumdamas I** said Mrs Howden and Miss 
Damahoy at once, the acid fermentation of 
their dispute being at once neutralized by 
the powerful alkali implied in the word 
secret 

" Here's Mr Saddletree can tell ye that 
better than me, for it was him that tauld me,* 
said Flumdamas as Saddletree came up, 
with his wife banging on his arm, and look* 
ing very disconsolate. 

When the question was put to Saddletree 
he looked very scornful. •* They speak 
about stopping the frequency of child mur- 
ther," said he, in a contemptuous tone j ** do 
ye think our auld enemies of England, as 
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Glendook ave ca's them in his printed Sta- 
tute-book, cares a boddle whether we did* 
na kill ane anither, skin and biru, horse and 
foot, man, woman, and bairns, all and sin- 
dry, omnes et ^tngtUos^ as Mr Crossmyloof 
says ? Na, na, it's no that hinders them frae 
pardoning the bit lassie. But here is the 
pinch of the plea. The king and queen are 
sae ill pleased with that mistak about Por- 
teous, that de*il a kindly Scot will they par- 
don again, either by reprieve or remission, 
if the haill towti o' Edinburgh should be 
a' hanged on ae tow." 

<* DeM that they were back at their Ger- 
man kale- yard then, as my neighbour Mac- 
Croskie ca's it," said Mrs Howden ; ^ an 
that's the way they're gaun to guide us." 

<* The> say for certain," said Miss Da- 
mahoy, *< that King George flang his peri- 
wig in the fire when be heard o* the For- 
teous mob." 

*' He has done that, they say," replied 
Saddletree, ** for less thing.*' 

" Aweel/* said Miss Damahoy, " he 
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might keep mair wit in his anger — but 
it*s a' the better for his wig-maker, I^se 
warrant." 

** The queen tore her Inggonets for per- 
fect anger,— ye'U hae heard o* that too ?* 
said Plumdamas. <' And the king, they 
say, kickit Sir Robert Walpole for fio 
keeping down the mob of Edinburgh ; but 
I dinna believe he wad behave sae ungen- 
teel.** 

^« It's dooitfs truth, though," said' Sad^ 
dletree ; ^* and he was for kickin the Duke 
of Argyle too," 

•* Kickin the Duke of Argyle!" exclaim-^ 
ed the hearers at once, in all th^ various 
combined keys of utter astonishment. 

<< Ay, but MacCallummore's blood wad^ 
na sit down wi' that } there was risk of An- 
dro Ferrara coming in thirdsman." 

*• The duke is » real Scotsman— a true 
friend to the country," answered Saddle* 
tree*s hearers. 

<^ Ay, troth is he, to king and country 
baith, as ye sail hear," continued the qra- 
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r, ^ if ye will come in bye to our house, 
for it's safest speaking of sic things inter 
parietes.'^ 

When they entered his shop he thrust 
bis prentice boy out of it, and, unlocking 
fai» desk, took out, with an air di grave and 
complacent importance, a dirty and crum- 
pled piece of printed paper ;: he observed, 
** This is new com-— it's no every body 
could shew ye the like of this. It^s the 
duke's speech about the Porteous mob, just 
promulgated by the hawkers. Ye shall 
hear what Ian Roy Cean says, for himselL 
My correspondent bought ii m^the Palace- 
yard, that's like just under the king's nose — 
I think, he clawis up their mittan&—*It came 
in a letter about a foolish bill of exchange 
that the man wanted me to renew for him. 
I wish ye wad see about it, Mrs Saddletree/' 

Honest Mrs Saddletree had hitherto been 
so sincerely distressed about the situation of 
her unfortunate protegee, that she had suf- 
fered her husband to proceed in I^isown"! 
way, without attending to what he was say- 
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inisr. The words biU and renew^ Had, how- 
tvevi an awakening sound in them ; and 
she snatched the letter which her hnsband 
held towards her, and wiping her eyes* and 
putting ot^ her spectacles, endeavoured, a^ 
fast as the dew which collected on hef 
glasses would permit, to get at the mean^ 
ing of the needful part of the epistle 5 whik 
her hdfsband, with pompous e)evafeion, read 
an extract from the speech^ 

« I am no minister, I never was a minis- 
ter, and I never will be one^' 

« i didna ken his grace was ever design- 
ed for the ministry," interrupted Mrs How- 

den. 

<< He disna mean a minister of the gos- 
pel, Mrs Howden, but a mmister of state/' 
said Saddletree with condescending good- 

r 

ness, and then proceeded : ^ The time 
was when 1 might have been a piece of a 
minister, but 1 was too sensible of my own 
incapacity to engage in atiy state affiur. 
And I thank God that I had always too 
great a value for those feW abilities wbi6h 
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nature has giveb me, to employ them iii 
doing any drudgery, or any job of what 
kind soever. I have, ever fcince 1 set out in 
the world, (and I believe few have set out 
more early,) served my prince with my 
tongue ; I have served him with any httle 
interest I had, and I have served hixn with 
my sword, and in my profession of arms. I 
have held employments which I have lost, 
and were I to be to-morrow deprived of 
those which still remain to me, and which 
I have endeavoured honestiy to deserve, I 
would Btill serve him to the last acre of my 
inheritance, and to the last drop of my 
blood." 

Mrs Saddletree here broke in upon the 
orator.—" Mr Saddletree, what m the mean< 
iDg of a* this ? Here are ye clavering .about 
the Duke of Argyle, and this man Martin- 
gale gaun to break on our hands, and lose 
us gude sixty pounds — I wonder whatduke 
will pay that, quotha— 1 wish the Duke < 
Argyle would pay his ain accounts — He 
in ft thousand punds Scots on thae ver 
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books when he was last at Roystouir-— I'ln 
no saying but he^ a just nobleman, and 
that it's gude siller— 'but it wad drive ane 
daft to be confdsed wi' deukes and drakes^ 
and thae distressed folk up stairs, that's 
Jeanie Deans and her father* And then^ 
putting the very callant that was sewing 
the curpel out o' the shop, to play wi' blackr 
guards in the close— Sit still,, neighbours^ 
it's no that I mean to disUirb^you }.but what 
between courts o' law and courts 6' state« 
and upper and under parliaments, and par- 
liament-houses,, here and in London, the 
gudeman's gane clean gyte,.I think/'^ 

The gossips understood civility, and the 
rule of doing: as they would be done by, too^ 
well, to tarry upon the slight invitation im« 
plied in the conclusion of this speechi and 
therefore madje their farewells and depar- 
ture as fast as possible, Saddletree whisper- 
ing, to Plumdamas that he would meet him 
at MacCroskie's, (the low-browed shop in 
the Luckenbooths, already mentioned), *< in 
^e hour of cause^ and put MacCallummore^ 
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speech in his ppcket, for a' the gudewife's 
din/' 

Whon Mrs Saddletree saw the house freed 
of her importunate visitors, and the little 
boy reclaimed from the pastimes of the 
wynd to the exercise of the awl, she went 
to visit her unhappy relative, David Deans, 
and his elder daughter, who had found ii^ 
her house the nearest place of friendly 
fuge. 
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CHAPTER XHL 

Alas! what poor abUit/s in me 
To do him good ? 

■ I Assay the power you bave; 

Meoiurefir Meamnn* 

Whek Mrs Saddletree entered the apart* 
ment in which her guests had shrouded 
their misery, she found the window dark- 
ened. The feebleness which followed his 
long swoon had rendered it necessary to 
lay the old man in bed. The curtains were 
drawn around him, and Jeanie sate motion- 
less by the side of the bed. Mrs Saddle- 
tree was a woman of kindness, nay, of feel- 
ing, but not of delicacy. She opened the 
half-shut window, drew aside the curtain, 
and taking her kinsman by the hand, ex- 
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horted him to sit up, and bear his sorrow 
like a good man, and a Christian man, as- 
he was. But when she quitted his hand, it 
fell powerless by his side, nor did he at- 
tempt the least reply. 

<< Is all over ?'' asked Jeanie, with lips 
and cheeks as pale as ashes, — ^* And is 
there nae hope for her ?" 

<* Nane, or next to nane,'' said Mrs Sad* 
dletree ; ** I heard the Judge- carle say it 
with my ain ears— It was a burning shame 
to see sae mony o' them set up yonder in 
their red gowns and black gowns, and a' to 
take the life o' a bit senseless lassie. I had 
never muckle broo o' my gudeman's gos- 
sips, and now I like them waur than ever* 
The only wiselike thing I heard ony body 
say was decent Mr John Kirk of Kirk- 
knowe, and he wussed them just to get the 
king's mercy, and nae mair about it. But 
he spake to unreasonable folk— -he might 
just hae keepit his breath to hae blawn on 
his porridge.** 
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*' But can the king gie her mercy ?' said 
Jeanie, earnestly. ^* Some folk tell me he 
canna gie mercy in cases of mur i a 
cases like her's.'' 

" Can he gie mercy, hinny ? — I wcel 
I wot he can, when he likes. There 
was young Singlesword, that stickit the 
Laird of Ballencleuch, and Captain Hack- 
um, the Englishman, that killed Lady Col- 
grain^s gudeman,. and the Master of Saint 
Clair, that shot the twa Sfaaws,, and mony 
mair in my time — ^to be sure they were 
gentle blude, itnd had their kin to speak 
£>r them— And there was Jock Porteous 
the other day*— Pse warrant there's mercy 
an folk could win at it." 

** Porteous ?'* said Jeanie ; *• very true— 
1 forget a' that I suld maist mind. — Fare 
ye wee], Mrs Saddletree } and may ye ne« 
ver want a friend in the hour o' distress.'' 

** Will ye no stay w? your father, Jeanie^ 
bairn ?^^Ye had better," said Mrs Saddler 

ft 

tree. 
•* I will be wanted ower yonder^'* indi* 
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eating the Tolbooth with her hand^ <* and 
I maun leave him now» or I will never be 
able to leave him. I fearna for his life— -^ 
I ken how strong-hearted he is~>I ken it/' 
she said, laying her hand on her bosom ^ 
'* by my ain heart at this minute.'' 

" Weel, hinny, if ye think its for the best> 
better he stay here and rest him, than gang 
back to St Leonard's/' 

*< Muckle better— muckle better— God 
bless you— God bless you. — At no rate let 
him gang till ye hear frae me/' said Jeanie. 

<< But ye'll be back belive ?" said Mrs 
Saddletree^ detaining her $ *^ they wunna 
let ye stay yonder, hinny/' 

<^ But I mabn gang to St Leonard's— 
there's muckle to be dune, and little time 
to do it in-^And I have friends to speak 
to— God bless you— take care of my fa- 
ther." 

She had reached the door of the apart* 
menjti when, suddenly turning,, she came 
back, and knelt dpwn by the bedside.-^ 
<^ O father, gie me your b}e9sipg-^I dvQ 
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not go till ye bless me. Say but God bless 
ye, and prosper ye, Jeanie— -try but to say 
that" 

InstincttTely, rather than by an exertion 
of intellect, the old man murmured a pray- 
er, that ** purchased and promised blessings 
might be multiplied upon her." 

^ He has blessed mine errand/* said his 
daughter, rising from her knees ; ^* and it 
is borne in upon my mind that I shall pros- 
per.** 

So saying, she left the room. 

Mrs Saddletree looked after her, and 
shook her head. *< I wish she binna ra- 
ving, poor thing-— There's something queer 
about a' thae Deanses. I dinna like folk 
to be sae muckle better than other folk— 
seldom comes gude o't. But if she's gaun 
to look after the kye at St Leonard's, that's 
another story, to be sure they maun be 
sorted.— Griz2;ie, come up here and take 
tent to the honest auld man, and see he 
wants naething.-— Ye silly tawpie/* (ad* 
dressing the maid-servant as she entered,) 
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*^ what garifd.ye busk up your cockernony 
that gate ? — I thiuk there's been aneugh the 
day to gie an awfu' warning about your 
cockups and your fal-Ul duds — see what 
they a' come to/' &c. kc. &c. &c. 

Leaving the good lady to her lecture 
upon worldly vanities, we must transport 
our reader to the cell in which the unfor- 
tunate Effie Deans was now immured, be- 
ing restricted of severaMiberties which she 
had enjoyed before the sentence was pro- 
nounced. 

When she had remained about an hour 
in the state of stupified horror so natural 
in her situation^ she was disturbed by the 
opening of the jarring bolts of her place of 
confinement, and RatclifFe shewed himself, 
** It's your sister/' he said, ^< wants to speak 
t'ye, Effie." 

^« I canna see naebody," said Effie, with 
the hasty irritability which misery had 
rendered more acute—** I canna see nae- 
body, and least of a' her— bid her take care 
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o' the auM man^— ^I am naething to ony 
o* them now, nor them to me*'* 

*« She says she maun see ye though,*' 
said Ratcliffe ; and Jeanie, rushing into the 
apartment, threw her arms round her l^ift* 
ter*s neck, who writhed to extricate herself 
from her embrace. 

'* What signifies coming to greet dwer 
me, when you have killed me ?-*-killed me, 
when a word of your mouth would have 
saved me— killed me, when I am an inno. 
cent creature— innocent of that guilt at 
least — and me that wad hae wared body 
and soul to save your finger from being 
hurt !*' 

«« You shall not die,'* said Jeanie, with 
enthusiastic firmness ; ** say what ye like 
o' me— think tvhat ye like o' me— only 
promise^ — ^for I doubt your proud heart-^ 
that ye wunna harm yourself, and you 
shall not die this shameful death." 

" A ^kame/ul desith 1 will not die, Jeanie, 
lass. I have that in my heart— -though it 
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4ias been ower kind a ane— that wunna bide 
shame. Gae hame'tooQriather, and think 
nae tnair on me — I have eat my last earth- 
ly meal." 

-** O this was what I feared !" said Jeante. 

'< Hout tout, hinnie," said Ratclifie ; 
" it's but 4iltle ye ken o' thae things. 
Ane aye thinks at the first dinnle o' the 
sentence, they hae heart aneugh to die ra- 
ther than bide out the sax weeks j but they 
aye bide the sax weeks out for a* that. I 
ken the gate o't weel; I hae fronted the 
doomster three times, and here I standi 
Jim Hatdifie, for a' that. Had I tied my 
napkin strait the first time, as I had a great 
mind tiU't — and it was a' aboirt a bit grey 
oowt, wasna worth ten puiKls sterling — 
where would I have been now ?" 

" And how didyoa escape ?" said Jeanie, 
the fates of this man, at first so odious to 
her, having acquired a sudden interest in 
her eyes from their correspondence with 
those of her sister. 

*' How did 1 escape ?" said Batclifi 
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with a knowing wink,—" 1 tell ye T scapit 
in a way that naebody will escape from this 
iolbooth while I keep the keys." 

^* My sister shall come out in the face of 
the sun," said Jeanie ; '^ I will go to Lon. 
don, and beg her pardon from the king and 
queen. If they pardoned Porteous, they 
may pardon her ; if a sister asks a sister's 
life on her bended knees» they will pardon 
her — they ^^o// pardon her — and they shall 
win a thousand hearts by it." 

Eflie listened in bewildered astonish- 
^ment, and so earnest was her sister's enthu- 
fflastic assurance, that she almost involun- 
tarily caught a gleam of hope, but it in- 
stantly faded away. 

*' Ah, Je^ie ! the king and queen live 
in London, a thousand miles from this— 
far ayont the saut sea ; I'll be gane before 
ye win there." 

" You are mistaken," said Jeanie ; •* it is 
no sae far, and they go to it by land ; I 
learned something about thae things from 
Eeuben Butler."" 
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*^ Ah, Jeaniey yc never learned ony 
thing but what was gude frae the folk ye 
keepit company wi' j but I*— but I***— she 
wrung hex hand^ and wept bitterly. 

^* Dinna think on that now^" said Jeanie $ 
** t^fcere* will be time for that if the present, 
space be redeemed — FareyeweeU Unless 
I die by the road, I vill see the King'a 
fkce that giesgrace.-rO, sir,'' (to Ratclifie) 
^9 be kind to her— She ne'er kenn*d what it 
w^s to need stranger's kindness till now — 
Fareweel— fareweel, EflSe— Dinna speak to 
ine — I maunaa g;?eet now-^my head's ower 
dizzy already.** 

She tore herself from her sister's arms, 

and left the cell. Ratqliffe followed her, 

and beckoned her into a small room. She 

obeyed his signal, but noi; without trem- 
Wing. 

/••What's the. fide thing shaking for?* 

md he ;> "• I mean nothing but civility to 

yoM — Dr-n mei.I respept you, and I eafl't 

help it. Yqu Hwe po mncU 3punk, %t, 

di — n roe, , but I thijpct there's somi^ enhance 
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of yottr carrying the day. But you must 
not go to the king till you have made 
some friend j try the duke—try MacCal- 
lummore; he's Scotland's friend— I ken 
that the great folks dinna muckle like him 
—but they fear him, and that will serve 
your purpose as'weeL D'ye ken naebody 
wad gie ye a letter to him f* 

" Duke of Argyle ?* said Jeanie, recol- 
lecting herself suddenly— -<< what was he to 
that Argyle that suffered in my father's 
time — in the persecution ?" 

^ His son or grandson, Fm thinking,** 
said Ratcliffe ; '« but what o' that r 

^^ Thank God!" said Jeanie, devoutly 
clasping her hands. 

** You whigs are aye thanking God for 
something,'' said the ruffian. ^< But hark 
ye, hinny, I'll tell ye a secret. Ye may 
meet wl' rough customers on the Border, 
or ii^ihe' Midland, afore ye get to Lunnon. 
«Now de'il ane o' them will touch an ac- 
quaintance o' Daddie Rattan's ; for though 
I am retired firae public practice, yet they 
ken I can do a gude or an ill turn yet— and 
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deil a ^ude fellow that has been . but a 
twelvemonth on the lay, be he ruffler or 
padder, but he knows my gybe^ as well as 
the jarkf of e'er a queer €uffin| in £ng- 
land«-*and there's rogue's Latin for you*** 

It was, indeed^ totally unintelligible to 
Jeanie Deans, who was only impatient to 
.escape from him* He hastily scrawled a 
line or two on a ^irty piece of paper, and 
said to her, as she drew back when he offer- 
. cd it, «* Hey ! what the de'il — it wunna bite 
you, my lass— if it does nae gude, it can do 
nae ilL But I wish you to show it, if you 
have ony fasherie wi' ony o' St Nicholas's 
clerks.** 

<^ Alas !" said she, ^^ I do not under- 
stand what you mean ?" 

^^ I mean if ye fail among thieves, my 
precious,— that is a Scripture phrase, if ye 
will hae ane — the bauldest of them will 
ken a scart o' my guse feathnw—- And now 
awa' wi' ye— and stick to Argyle \ if ony 
body can do the job, it maun be him." 

% 

* Pa^s* t Seal % Justice of Feae^ 
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ARtr casting an anxious look at the 
grated windows and blackened walls of 
the old Tolbootb^ and anotiier scarce less 
anxious at the hospitable lodging of Mrs 
Saddletree, Jeanie turned her back on that 
quMter, and soon after on the city itself. 
She reached Saint Leonard's Crags widiout 
meeting any one whom she knew, which, 
in the state of her nrind, she considered as 
a great blessing. <* I nust do naething,'' 
she thought, as she went ak>ng, ^ that can 
soften or weaken my heart— i^s o^er weak 
already for what I hae to do. I will think 
and act as firmly as I can, and speak as 
little." 

There was an ancieiit servant of rather 
cottar of her father's, who had livied under 
him for many years, and whose fidelity was 
worthy of full confidence. She sent for 
this woman, and explaining to her that the 
circumstttCes of her family' requked that 
she should undertake a journey, which 
would detain her for some weeks from 
home, she gave her full instruettons con- 
cerning the management of the domestic 
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concerns in her absence. With a preci- 
sion^ which, upon reflection, she herself 
could not help wondering at, she described 
and detailed the most minute steps which 
were to be taken« and especially such. as 
were accessary for her father's comfort. 
" It was probable,*" she said, " that he 
•Would return to St Leonard's to-morrow ; ' 
certain that he would return very soon- 
all must be in order for him. He. had 
.€neugh to distress him, without being fash- 
ed about warldly matters." 

In the meanwhile she toiled busily, along 
with May Hettly, to leave nothing unar- 
ranged. 

It was deep in the night when all these 
matters were settled ; and when they, bad 
partaken of some food, the first which Jeanne 
had tasted on that eventful day. May Hett- 
ly, whose usualr residence was a cottage at 
a little distance from Deans's house, asked 
her young mistress, whether she would noA 
permit her to remain in the house ail night ? 
^ Ye hae bad an awfu! day," she said, ** and 
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sorrow and fear are but bad companions in 
the \vatches of the night, as I hae heard the 
gudeman say himsell.'* 

<^ They are ill coaopaniofiSy indeed," said 
Jeante } *^ but I maon learn to abide liieir 
presence, and better begin in the house 
than in the field.** 

She dismissed her aged assistant accord- 
tngly, — ^for so slight was the gradation in 
their rank of life, that we can hardly term 
May a servant, — and proceeded to make a 
few preparations for her journey. 

The simplicity of her^ education and 
country made these preparations very brief 
and easy. Her tartan screen served all the 
purposes c£ a riding-habit, and of an um- 
«l>rf Ikt ; a small bundle contained such chan- 
'^es of Hnen as were absolutely necessary. 
Barefooted^ as Sancho say8,^.she had. come 
into the world, and bare&xited she pro- 
posed to perform her pilgrimage ; and her 
clean shoes and change of snow*wliite thread 
stockings were to be reserved for special oc- 
casions of ceremony. She was not aware, 
that the English habits of wnifort attach an 
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idea of abject misery to the idea of a bue- 
footed traveller ; and if the objection of 
cleanliness had been made to the practicCf 
she would have been apt to vindicate her- 
self upon the very frequent ablutions to 
which, with Mahometan scrupulosity, a 
Scottish damsel of some condition usually 
subjects herself. Thus far, therefore, all 
was well. 

From an oaken press or cabinet, in which 
her father kept a few old books, and twp 
or three bundles of papers, besides his ord|- 
. nary accounts and receipts, she sought put 
and extracted from a parcel x>f notes of ser- 
mons, calculations of interest, records of 
dying speeches of the martyrs, and the like, 
.one or two documents which she thought 
might be of some use to her upon her mis- 
sion. But the most important difficulty re- 
mained behindf and it had not occurred to 
her until that very evening. It was the 
want of money, without whidi it was im- 
possible she should undertake so distant a 
journey as she now mediated. 

David Deans, as we have saidt was iCaay, 
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and even opulent in his circumstanees. 
But his wealth, like that of the patriarchs 
of old, consisted in his kine and herds, and 
in two or three sums lent out at interest 
to neighbours or relatives, who, far from 
beusg in circumstances to pay anything to 
account of the principal sums, thought 
they did all that was incumbent on them 
when, with considerable difficulty, they dis- 
charged ^* the annual rent."" To these debt- 
ors it would be in vain, therefore, to apply, 
even with her father's concurrence ; nor 
could 'she hope to obtain such concur- 
rence, or assistance in any mode, with- 
out such a series of explanations and de- 
bates as she felt might deprive her totally 
of the pQwer of taking the step, which, how- 
ever daring and hazardous, she felt was ab- 
solutely necessary for trying the last chance 
in favour of her sister. Without departing 
'from filial reverence, Jeanie had an itiward 
conviction that the feeUngs of her father, 
however just, and upright, and honourable, 
were too little in unison with the spirit of 
the tine to admit of his being a good judge 
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of the measure to be adopted in this crisi^^ 
Herself more flexible in manner, though 
no less upright, in pripciide, she £blt that to 
ask his ccwsont to her pilgrimage would be 
to encounter th^ risk of drawing down his 
positive prohibition, and under that sliie be- 
lieved her joilrney could not be l^lessjed in 
its progress and event* Accordingly^ she 
had digtermified !^«n the m^ns by> which 
she might communicate to him her under- 
taking' atid its purpose, shortlj.fiftar her ac- 
tual departure. But it was impossible ta 
apply to him for money withqut altering 
this arrangeAient; and discusfuog fully th^ 
propriety (rf* her journey ; pecuniary assist- 
ance from that quarter, therefore, wa» laid 
out of the question. 

It now occurred to Jeanie that she should 
have consulted with Mrs Saddletree on this 
subject. But, besides the time that must 
now necessarily be lost in recurring to her 
assistance, Jeanie internally revolted from 
it. Her heart acknowledged the goodness 
of Mrs Saddletree's general character, and 
the kind interest she took in their family 
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misfortunes ; but still she felt that Mrs Sad- 
dletree was a woman of an ordinary and 
worldly way of thinkings incapable, from 
habit and temperament, of taking a keen 
or enthusiastic view of suth a resolution as 
she had formed, and to debate the point 
with her, and to rely upon her conviction 
of its propriety for the means of carrying it 
into execution, would have been gall and 
wormwood, 

Butler, whose assistance she might have 
been assured of, was greatly poorer than 
herself. In these circumstances she form- 
ed a singular resolution for the purpose of 
surmounting thiii difficulty, the execution 
of which will form the subject of the next 
chapter. 


END OF VOLUME SECOND. 
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